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Oloye Adeyemon/Willie Hilton


[Pause 00:00 - 00:13]

Oloye Adeyemon:
Brown versus Board oral history colection. Clarendon County, South Carolina. School segregation desegregation interviews. Interview three. Mr. Hilton. Conducted at the Clarendon County School District number one, administrative office building on July 12, 2001. Interviewee, Mr. Willy Hilton. Interviewer, Oloye Adeyemon of the National Park Service.
These interviews are made possible through the Brown versus Board oral history research project funded for the summer of 2001 by the National Park Service as part of the Brown versus Board of Education national historic site oral history project. Mr. Hilton.
Willie Hilton:
Yes?

Oloye Adeyemon:
What is your full name?

Willie Hilton:
William E. Hilton. Better known as Billy.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What is your birth date?

Willie Hilton:
2/8/31.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Where were you born?

Willie Hilton:
In Columbia.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How long did you live in Columbia?

Willie Hilton:
I was adopted on the fifth day after I was born.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh.

Willie Hilton:
My parents were from Davis Station.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Which is in—

Willie Hilton:
Clarendon County.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- Clarendon County. Okay.

Willie Hilton:
Five miles out of Summerton.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh. How long did you stay in Co-Columbia before—you-you came back at some point to Clarendon County?
Willie Hilton:
No, I'll—see I was in born and, uh, my parents adopted me—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- and, um, they brought me to Davis Station, and that's where I've lived ever since.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh, you were born in Columbia.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
But from five [crosstalk 02:06]—

Willie Hilton:
Well I think that's where I was born.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
I have no idea.

Oloye Adeyemon:
But five days after that, you were in Davis Station.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah. My—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
- I was in Epworth Orphanage—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
- 'cause my mother and father—

Oloye Adeyemon:
I see.

Willie Hilton:
- came and got me.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Um, what was your occupation?

Willie Hilton:
Um, I retired from the agricultural stabilization and consultation service.
Oloye Adeyemon:
What did you do there?

Willie Hilton:
Which is the Department of the Agriculture—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Of South Carolina.

Willie Hilton:
No. United States.

Oloye Adeyemon:
United States government.

Willie Hilton:
Civil service.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh. Where were you working?

Willie Hilton:
Manning.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Manning. And what did you do?

Willie Hilton:
I was chief clerk, and I kinda laid the groundwork for aerial observation, which was controlled on people who had certain amounts of tobacco to plant, cotton—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
- to plant, and we flew—we used to do it on the ground—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- in Manning, but-but then we developed a technique of photographin' it from the floor of a plane.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
And then we projected it up through, uh, pneumonics. But then—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Were-were you there before they began to do it [unintelligible 03:21]?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you were—

Willie Hilton:
A long time.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- before, and then when they did it, you were still there?

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you were one of the first in that office to be trained in how to do that.

Willie Hilton:
Well I was f—yeah. And I went to other offices to train people.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you had special training on that.

Willie Hilton:
Well yeah, but it wasn't—you know, it's not real hard to figure out. You have a hole in the bottom of the floor of a plane, and the pilot has a spot who looks at a map—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- and you go fly down a fly line.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
And the photographer, which was what I did—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
- was in the back. And it depended on what the air speed was.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
And as to how many seconds, laps before we took another picture.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
If we had a good tail wind, you took pictures. So you have all coverage.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And then you bring 'em back to 'em, and you have 'em developed and project 'em through the—project up to a table—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh.

Willie Hilton:
- you know, through a glass.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
Then you could identify each crop on each farm, and you see it—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
- by associatin' the picture with a photograph.
Oloye Adeyemon:
I see. Did you receive any special training to do that job?

Willie Hilton:
Well it was, kind of—we were the first ones to-to start doin' it with the Department of Agriculture. So—
Oloye Adeyemon:
[Crosstalk 04:47].
Oloye Adeyemon:
- we were-we were, kind of—

Oloye Adeyemon:
You were kind of the first group.

Willie Hilton:
Right. So—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
- we were kind of the people layin' the groundwork for all the rest of 'em.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Did they come here to train you, or did you go somewhere else?

Willie Hilton:
Well I retired before we got to that point.

Oloye Adeyemon:
I see.

Willie Hilton:
But then we had done it several years here first.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And then I went to, um, North Carolina—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- and, um, showed them how we did tobacco.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Okay.
Willie Hilton:
And, um—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Sounds like a pretty important job.

Willie Hilton:
Well it-it-it saved a lot of time.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
But it was very uncomfortable 'cause those planes are not air conditioned. So—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- it's hot up there.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Like today?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah. Yesterday.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Yesterday. Ninety-eight. Ninety—

Willie Hilton:
Ninety.
Oloye Adeyemon:
- eight degrees. Ninety-eight—
Willie Hilton:
A hundred with the heat index.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- heat index with the [unintelligible 05:38]. Yeah. So what were your adopted parents' names?

Willie Hilton:
Hilton. Henry Hammond Hilton  and Susan Harton Hilton.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh. What kind of work did they do?

Willie Hilton:
My dad was a farmer and a merchant.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh. What kind of merchant?

Willie Hilton:
He was a gro—had a grocery store. So fertilizer to farms in the area.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So you lived in Davis Station at the time?

Willie Hilton:
Until 1938 when we moved where I live now.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Which is in Summerton.

Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
About two—four blocks from town.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you live in the home that your parents bought in Summerton—
Willie Hilton:
Yep.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- still today?

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm. They built it.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Are you there?

Willie Hilton:
No.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Um, so what your-your mother's name?

Willie Hilton:
Susan.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Her maiden name?

Willie Hilton:
Harton.

Oloye Adeyemon:
She was from Davis Station also?

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you were—they were [unintelligible 06:29].
Willie Hilton:
[Unintelligible 06:30]—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- both of 'em.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Residents. Okay.

Willie Hilton:
They were born and raised in that county.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. So that's really, um, your home.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So that's where you grew up.

Willie Hilton:
Uh-huh.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Now, um, Davis Station was where, uh, the Pearsons that figured so importantly—
Willie Hilton:
Levi—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- in the early stages of—

Willie Hilton:
Of [crosstalk 06:50].

Oloye Adeyemon:
- desegregation efforts—

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- in this county.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Um, l—I understand that, um, really the-the beginnings of this whole thing was, um, Mr. Levi Pearson's efforts, and years later, his [crosstalk 07:06]—
Willie Hilton:
[Crosstalk 07:06].

Oloye Adeyemon:
- became the Briggs, uh, uh, versus Elliott case and then eventually, the Supreme Court case. Did you know the Pearsons?

Willie Hilton:
I knew Mr. Levi and Hammett well.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Good. I understand he played a very important role.

Willie Hilton:
They did.
Oloye Adeyemon:
At the time, um, I understand that there was some secrecy, uh, even—well they actually, from what I understand, began this effort for them, and the NAACP got involved, but the NAACP, uh, it was very difficult for them to work in the state. It was very—they-they-they were a group that the state didn't want in. And so I understand in the early stages of tryin' to puts-put a-put a, uh, suit against the school board together, the Pearsons [unintelligible 07:52] in the '40s, that there wasn't a lot of publicity around it. Did you know about it before they—
Willie Hilton:
I didn't-I didn’t ever know that the Hammetts, um, Pearson ever followed through.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Yes. Uh, it was-it was—

Willie Hilton:
I mean, I—of course, I'm—a lot of this other stuff I didn't know about it.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Yes. Um, it was done in the '40s, and from what you're saying, you would've still been kind of young.
Willie Hilton:
Yeah, 'cause I finished school here in 1949.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Right.

Willie Hilton:
We were the first ones to go to 12 grades.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Well what do you remember about Mr. Levi Pearson, just as a person? He and Mr. Hammett and Mr. Pearson.
Willie Hilton:
I remember that they—we had a grits mill where we—people bought that corn now on Saturday, and we ground it to their—
Oloye Adeyemon:
This is the one as—
Willie Hilton:
- [crosstalk 08:43].
Oloye Adeyemon:
This is one that' part of his—
Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- business.

Willie Hilton:
And of course, it was, um, you could grind it in grits, or you could grind it in meal. And I remember that they came every Saturday, and, um, they did most of their trading, fertilizer, and that stuff for their farms with my dad.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And, um—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Now you said trading. They were giving something in exchange for something?

Willie Hilton:
Well they were buying—
Oloye Adeyemon: 
[Crosstalk 09:16]—

Willie Hilton:
- fertilizer and paid for it in cash.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Okay. So this was not, uh, a situation where they were just dealin' with credits. They actually paid in cash for things, and—

Willie Hilton:
Right. Well they might have charged it and paid [unintelligible 09:29] together.
Oloye Adeyemon:
[Unintelligible 09:31] crops picked.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So—but your father did not own the land he lived on.

Willie Hilton:
No. No.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Do you know who did?

Willie Hilton:
They did.

Oloye Adeyemon:
They owned their own land?

Willie Hilton:
They still do.

Oloye Adeyemon:
They still do.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So had you ever visited them? Has—visited their land? Did you know their children?
Willie Hilton:
I knew two, but the one, I can't even remember his name. But the other one has a farm on the Jordan Road, and he used to come to the office, and I waited on him.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Did you know Mr. Jesse Pearson? He was the—
Willie Hilton:
That—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- older one.

Willie Hilton:
- was-that was the old man.

Oloye Adeyemon:
He—well, um, Jesse was Hammett's son. He was the oldest of the sons.
Willie Hilton:
Yes, I do know Jesse.
Oloye Adeyemon:
But did—

Willie Hilton:
He moved away from here.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Yes, he did. He moved to Connecticut.

Willie Hilton:
Yes. Uh-huh.
Oloye Adeyemon:
You know him before he moved?
Willie Hilton:
Yes.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Before he went [crosstalk 10:21]?
Willie Hilton:
Sure do.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. What do you remember about him?

Willie Hilton:
I remember him as bein' a-a ha—a nice lookin', nicely dressed black man.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm. Did you have any personal dealings with any of them, or did you just see—
Willie Hilton:
No other—because there was a-there was a pretty good age difference between us.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. How segregated was Davis Station at that time?

Willie Hilton:
I would say very segregated.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What were some of the ways in which people were segregated [unintelligible 10:55]?
Willie Hilton:
By housing. Um, you know, we all played together.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And, um—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Now when you say segregated by housing, I'm-I'm from the north, and in the north, especially in the cities, there would be miles and miles of black neighborhoods and miles, and miles, and—
Willie Hilton:
No—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- miles—

Willie Hilton:
- it wasn't nothin' like that.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So housing was probably the least segregated way [crosstalk 11:28].
Willie Hilton:
Well yeah, because within 100 yards, there were 2 white families, and less than 100 yards away were Uncle Jack and Aunt Carrie Carr 11:39—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- who had children that were my age.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So you played together.

Willie Hilton:
Every day.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Every day.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
When you went to school, you didn't go to school together.
Willie Hilton:
No, we did not.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Did you ride a bus?

Willie Hilton:
I did until I moved to town. Then I walked.
Oloye Adeyemon:
And they also had to go out of the area to go to school.

Willie Hilton:
They went to a little two-room school on the Davis Station road—
Oloye Adeyemon:
What's the name of the—

Willie Hilton:
- which is no longer there.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
It was taught by Miss Evelina McBride 12:09 and Miss, um, God. What is her name? How could I ever forget that?
Oloye Adeyemon:
What was the name of that school?

Willie Hilton:
Uh, I have no idea.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. But it was right on the road.

Willie Hilton:
It was right on the road.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Do you know if the Pearson children went to that school? [Unintelligible 12:33]?

Willie Hilton:
They would almost have to have gone to that school—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Now if they—

Willie Hilton:
- 'cause I don't remember another elementary or a high school bein' on the—goin' toward the lake from their house.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So what this school far from where the Pearson children lived? I'm asking about them 'cause—
Willie Hilton:
Yeah, well I would say that—
Oloye Adeyemon:
- we've interviewed them, but didn't talk about this [crosstalk 12:55]—

Willie Hilton:
- it was at least—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- [crosstalk 12:56].

Willie Hilton:
- at least four-four miles.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How far was your school from your home when you were living in Davis Station?

Willie Hilton:
Well we—it was a mile from my house to Davis Station and then five miles from Davis Station.
Oloye Adeyemon:
What—you're saying that, as a child, you rode a bus to Summerton?
Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
Now my first year of school, I went to Davis Station.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How did you get to school?

Willie Hilton:
Walk.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How far?

Willie Hilton:
Oh, a quarter of a mile.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
Only because my parents came to work, and I walked from the store to the school.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Some of the black children had to quite a distance to get to their school in Davis—
Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- Station.

Willie Hilton:
Sister and little baby had—and these people that I'm tellin' you, did you know I don't know-I don't know what their names is?
Oloye Adeyemon:
I understand.
Willie Hilton:
I don't ha—

Oloye Adeyemon:
[Crosstalk 13:50].

Willie Hilton:
- I don't have an idea what little babe's name was, or sisters or bro—and we called him brother.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And I—

Oloye Adeyemon:
That's what his-that's what his brothers and sisters called him too?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Because you're—

Willie Hilton:
Everybody called him that.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Everybody called him that.

Willie Hilton:
But his name, I do know—remember. His-his name was Jack—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh.

Willie Hilton:
- 'cause that was his daddy's name.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
And his mom's name was Carrie.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Yeah. Yep.

Willie Hilton:
And she ran the—

Oloye Adeyemon:
They—

Willie Hilton:
- restaurant with—

Oloye Adeyemon:
What was their last name?

Willie Hilton:
Carr.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. So some of these children in the county had to walk quite a—the black children had to walk quite a distance to school.
Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Miles.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah. Terrible.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh. Had they had been White, would they have been able to ride the bus?

Willie Hilton:
I'm sure they would.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm. Now I understand the buses were being for tax money. Is that true?
Willie Hilton:
Now I don't know that. I don't know who paid for that.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh. Do you happen to know, at that time, if both Blacks and Whites were payin' taxes?
Willie Hilton:
I can tell you that my dad paid taxes, but other than that, I can't tell you who paid taxes.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Right. Well one of the things that happened early on, and the Pearsons took a lead in that, was a request to the superintendent for buses, and if not buses, gas. He had been using—I-I understand, Mr. Pearson had been using his truck to pick up some of the children way out—
Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- and-and far away from the school. And what happened was that later, the children were unable to get the bus from the superintendent, and they actually found a local suit with the court, and they lost that suit. And it seems to be there was some problem where they lived in Texas, something like that. Um, wait a minute. I'll have to start again. Mr. Hilton, um, I understand when they lost that suit, they purchased an old school bus. Did you ever see that old school bus that the Pearsons used?
Willie Hilton:
I don't remember.

Oloye Adeyemon:
No? Yeah, I understand that—
Willie Hilton:
I don't know which school it took them to.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Yeah, well it wasn't for the Pearson chil—he was pickin' up children that live far out—
Willie Hilton:
Uh-huh.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- 'cause he was takin' other children that lived a long ways from school.

Willie Hilton:
You don't know who drove that bus.
Oloye Adeyemon:
I am not sure. No, I'm not sure.

Willie Hilton:
If I could hear a name like that, [unintelligible 16:09] associate, but—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh-huh.

Willie Hilton:
- I don't ever remember them having a ride to school—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- as a daily—
Oloye Adeyemon:
I understand. Well the Pearsons—

Willie Hilton:
- route.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- I think walked, but I think there were other children that would help to get to school, and all the parents, kind of, cooperated, but I think Pearson kind of took the lead.
Willie Hilton:
Well he wo—ye-yeah. I remember that. I remember when I—di—Mr. Levi was the, um, drove his truck and-and, you know, took the children to school.
Oloye Adeyemon:
But you don't remember the bus that came [crosstalk 16:42].
Willie Hilton:
I don't remember a bus—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Yeah. Okay.

Willie Hilton:
- bein' there for a Black child—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Good.

Willie Hilton:
- ever.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Well this wasn’t a county bus now. This was an old bus that they got money and raised [unintelligible 16:50].
Willie Hilton:
Well the—I-I don't remember because I don't-I don't—
Oloye Adeyemon:
What year—

Willie Hilton:
Do you know that that was actually done?
Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh, it was—there's lots of people—
Willie Hilton:
Now it could've happened after I—

Oloye Adeyemon:
That's what I'm thinkin' because—

Willie Hilton:
- [crosstalk 17:04]—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- I—

Willie Hilton:
- we moved to town in 1938.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. How old—
Willie Hilton:
And I was born at '31.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How old [crosstalk 17:10].
Willie Hilton:
[Crosstalk 17:10] since seventh grade.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Right. Well it probably happened later because this didn't happen 'til the '40s, so that might explain—

Willie Hilton:
Well that's not—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Well they started off early on takin' some of the children to school in his truck, and you do remember that.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah, I remember that.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
Hi-his pickup.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So what do you remember about the year or two that you—what-what age did you start school in Davis Station?
Willie Hilton:
Five.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So it was only about two years before you left for Summerton.

Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What—how would you compare the education that you got in the White school in Davis Station with the education that you got in White school in Summerton?
Willie Hilton:
The school in Davis Station was a two-room school, grade school. One through four was in one side, and five through s—I believe it went seven, was in the other side.
Oloye Adeyemon:
How many students would you estimate that were—

Willie Hilton:
I would think there was about 45 from 1 through 7.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. And how large an area did the children come? Did they just come from right in Davis Station [crosstalk 18:22]—
Willie Hilton:
No, they came [crosstalk 18:22]—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- by bus.
Willie Hilton:
But I-but I don't remember that being—I don't remember them being bussed there.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So no children—

Willie Hilton:
There were never e—I never remember a bus being—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.
Willie Hilton:
- called in at school. No.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Now what about Summerton? Was there a bus—
Willie Hilton:
There was.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- that came—
Willie Hilton:
There was. There was a Davis Station bus, a Crossroads bus, which goes to Goat Island—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- and a Panola bus.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Goes to where?

Willie Hilton:
Goat Island.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Goat Island?

Willie Hilton:
Well it—Goat Island was not developed.
Oloye Adeyemon:
And is that G-O-A-T, goat?

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm. It's a resort now.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Now let me understand. When you were in Davis Station, you went to school in Davis Station.
Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.
Oloye Adeyemon:
The children that were coming to Summerton [crosstalk 19:02]—

Willie Hilton:
I went one year there.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Right. Now the children that were coming to Summerton from Davis Station—

Willie Hilton:
They didn't—we all came at the same time.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Your school was not in Davis Station then, or was it?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah. Well with the first year, I went to school—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Did they close the school?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Okay. So this school had been there a long time, but you were one of the last students to go there.

Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. And after that, the Davis—the White students in Davis Station went to Summerton.
Willie Hilton:
Came to Summerton, right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Came to Summerton. Okay.

Willie Hilton:
And about that same time, I think it was the same year, my family moved to Summerton.
Oloye Adeyemon:
I gotcha.

Willie Hilton:
Our house in the country [unintelligible 19:40] farm. I came home from school one time, and there was no home.
Oloye Adeyemon:
It was burned?

Willie Hilton:
It was gone.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Fire?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah, and it was—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Do you know—

Willie Hilton:
- absolutely—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- how it started?

Willie Hilton:
- devastating—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- to-to—see we had to walk about a mile to get on the bus to come—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- to Summerton. And then when we walked back, my parents were trying to get to me so they could tell me.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So you didn't know until you saw them.

Willie Hilton:
And I didn't know, and I—
Oloye Adeyemon:
You were just [crosstalk 20:07]—
Willie Hilton:
- looked, and there was no house.

Oloye Adeyemon:
And you were worried about your parents.

Willie Hilton:
And I didn't know what they had been in it.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Yeah. Yeah.

Willie Hilton:
Got chill bones on me now.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And it was-it was a traumatic experience—
Oloye Adeyemon:
I can imagine.

Willie Hilton:
- for me.

Oloye Adeyemon:
I can imagine. So that had a lot to do with why they moved—

Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- to Summerton.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How long was it before—were they able to move immediately, or was there a period where you stayed with another family?
Willie Hilton:
Well I stayed somewhere—my aunt.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Where did she live?

Willie Hilton:
Right out of town. Here by the nursing home.
Oloye Adeyemon:
So that was a tough time.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So when you got to Summerton and you started going to school in Summerton, the school was different. It was larger.
Willie Hilton:
Much larger.

Oloye Adeyemon:
And how many students did you guys have in there?
Willie Hilton:
And each class had their own room.
Oloye Adeyemon:
And own teacher.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
How many students would you say there were in school?
Willie Hilton:
I would say the seven grades were on the other side of the street—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- and there were probably 20 to 25 in each, um, grade.
Oloye Adeyemon:
And what was the name of that school?
Willie Hilton:
Summerton Elementary.

Oloye Adeyemon:
And it's in—it's where the parking lot at the church is now. Right?
Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What's the name of the church?

Willie Hilton:
Summerton Methodist.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
I think that's the name of it.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So education was a lot different for you then.

Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
And this started in about what year? '38?

Willie Hilton:
'38.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay, so you went to school there and graduated when?

Willie Hilton:
In 1949.

Oloye Adeyemon:
From this—from the school—
Willie Hilton:
From this—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- in this very building.

Willie Hilton:
Right, except we graduated in the auditorium in the o-other buildin'.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. In—
Willie Hilton:
That school had an auditorium with a stage and, you know.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm. So the high school didn't have an auditorium.
Willie Hilton:
No, but we did have a nice gym.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh, so the auditorium that they now have in this building is a state of the art, is the first auditorium this building's ever had?
Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh. So that was a—
Willie Hilton:
That was the gymnasium when I was here, and—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh, okay.

Willie Hilton:
- we won the state championship in basketball.
Oloye Adeyemon:
What year?

Willie Hilton:
My junior year.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Where you playing?

Willie Hilton:
[Crosstalk [22:08].

Oloye Adeyemon:
Did you play?

Willie Hilton:
I was captain of the team—
Oloye Adeyemon:
All right. All right.
Willie Hilton:
- and the captain of the all-state team.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Wow. Wow. That's somethin'. Um, so and in-in-in sports, in school sports, did White schools ever play Black schools?
Willie Hilton:
Never.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Did the Black students have a chance to compete on the state level like that?
Willie Hilton:
To my knowledge, no. I mean, to my memory, I cannot remember that. I don't remember them ever havin' a Black state champion who in—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Or even tournament.

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm. I remember that St. Paul had an outdoor court on the ground, and they had a girl down there that could burn 'em.
Oloye Adeyemon:
But if they—

Willie Hilton:
And—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- if they couldn’t get a bus to school, they would've had a hard time getting a bus—
Willie Hilton:
To get to practice.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- to get to practice and play at the schools. Okay.
Willie Hilton:
But we did not bus athletes to come—
Oloye Adeyemon:
They had to get there on their own.

Willie Hilton:
You had to go to practice on your own.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What about when you did a tournament? Did they provide buses for that?
Willie Hilton:
No.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Parents [crosstalk 23:11]—

Willie Hilton:
We went by, um, uh, private vehicle.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. So that was-that—so does that-does that—do you know if that trophy that you won that year, is it still here in the school somewhere?
Willie Hilton:
No, it's not in this school. I-I believe it's in Town Hall.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay, but it has been saved. The trophy.

Willie Hilton:
I think so. Now I didn’t—

Oloye Adeyemon:
I hope so.

Willie Hilton:
- I didn't ever—it's a—I would reckon it—well it didn't have it on there.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
You know, 'cause see, we didn't have the six people to play basketball.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
So if somebody fouled out—

Oloye Adeyemon:
In school.

Willie Hilton:
On the team.

Oloye Adeyemon:
On the team.
Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
But I'm sayin', that was all the school could put together as far as a team.
Willie Hilton:
Right, but then we—

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you gotta stay healthy.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah, we had to. We to—you know—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Lose. [Unintelligible 23:53].

Willie Hilton:
But we, you know, we were divided in AA schools, AAA schools—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- A school, B—
Oloye Adeyemon:
That had to do with the size of the schools.

Willie Hilton:
- and C—it's how many students there are.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So what did you—
Willie Hilton:
And so we are C.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Because you were a small school.

Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
But when the season was over, and all the state champions were crowned—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- we played other class schools just to prove that we could—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Did you beat 'em?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah, we did.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh, you're pretty tough.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
All right.

Willie Hilton:
We had five people that the coach started bringin' us across the  road—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- when we were in about fifth grade.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
And we played together until we—in 1948—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
- when we won the state championship.

Oloye Adeyemon:
All right. When you—what you say? I know you didn't attend the White schools, but just based on your impression, you saw them, you saw the schools, do you think that they had all the same education opportunities that the White students had in school?
Willie Hilton:
Not that—I would think not.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What do you—

Willie Hilton:
But I cannot say because I was never exposed—

Oloye Adeyemon:
I understand.

Willie Hilton:
- to that.

Oloye Adeyemon:
But the condition of the buildin' was definitely not the same.

Willie Hilton:
No.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh, do you-do you-do you-do you have any idea if they had the same kinds of textbooks that you might have had?
Willie Hilton:
I couldn't answer that—

Oloye Adeyemon:
You couldn't answer that.

Willie Hilton:
- honestly.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Um, what was—
Willie Hilton:
But if, uh, I had to say one or the other, I would say their textbooks were not of the same quality than ours—
Oloye Adeyemon:
No.

Willie Hilton:
- were.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. What would you say about the teachers? How did the White teachers—I'm not speakin' about their educational building now, but I'm speaking about, um, how did—did they just teach, or was—what kind of relationship did the White students have with the White teachers?
Willie Hilton:
It was a, you know, like, a guardian type relationship.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
They lived in the, um, in the town.
Oloye Adeyemon:
And so you knew them as not just—

Willie Hilton:
[Crosstalk 26:14]—
Oloye Adeyemon:
- teachers, but parents—
Willie Hilton:
- [crosstalk 26:15].
Oloye Adeyemon:
- and friends.
Willie Hilton:
Right. And back then, you've ver—there were two cars that were always there at school. The agriculture teacher had a car, and the superintendent had a car. Nobody else drove a vehicle to school.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. What was the superintendent's name [crosstalk 26:31]?

Willie Hilton:
Benchman 26:31.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh, do you remember his first name?

Willie Hilton:
Hugh.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Uh, wasn't he a defendant in the Briggs versus—
Willie Hilton:
I'm sure—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- Elliott case?

Willie Hilton:
- he was because he was, you know, he was still there after I left.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And that was, um, 1949.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Were there ever, during those years, anything that you remember as far as the teachers or the students, uh, anything that you can remember, uh, as far as statements about the Black school or Black education? Positive or negative. Do you remember there being anything said about that amongst your—
Willie Hilton:
I don't—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- parents, or teachers or—
Willie Hilton:
- ever remember a—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- students?

Willie Hilton:
- comment being made by a parent—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- or a student.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
Because I know when the school was out, and we were through practicin', we always had a pickup basketball game, and that's where we really learned how to play basketball.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Where?

Willie Hilton:
With Black [unintelligible 27:35].
Oloye Adeyemon:
And you went on to be state champs.

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. So were there any Black players that you think was good or better than some of the White players in all—
Willie Hilton:
Oh, you bet.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- the state champ? So things might've been—they might've had more than one championship if they-they had—

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
- their opportunity. So what was the—i-in terms of your-your-your own field that—and I'm speaking now as an older child, did you ever—given that you didn't know, you didn't know to what extent they might be different, but you did know there was a difference between White education and Black education. But yo-you didn't know what [crosstalk 28:11]—
Willie Hilton:
Well I did know we didn't attend school in the same buildin', but beyond that, I wouldn't—I didn't know if the Black teachers were as well qualified—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Oh.

Willie Hilton:
- as the White ones are, if they had to be, um—

Oloye Adeyemon: 
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- certified, or—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Sure.

Willie Hilton:
- what have you. I just don't know.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Right. The only two things that you mentioned having first-hand information about is that there was some situations where a White child would be able to ride the bus, that a Black child would not, and the buildings, the condition of the buildings, didn't seem to be the same.
Willie Hilton:
When we left Davis Station on the bus to come to Summerton to student, we would pass—Mackey 28:54 was a dear friend of mine.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
He was Black.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
We would pass Mackey, sister, brother, little babe and all of them walkin' to school, and we would ride.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
And the bus—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Was not full.

Willie Hilton:
Oh, it didn't have 20 people in it.
Oloye Adeyemon:
So that's one difference. And you did say that the condition of the building, at least looking at it from the outside, didn't seem to be also—
Willie Hilton:
No, it was a shack.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay, so aside from all other things, at that time, did you ever wonder why or did you ever—how did you—did it ever—did you think about it or was it just somethin' that that was just the way it was? At the time. As-as a young Black—
Willie Hilton:
You know—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- person.

Willie Hilton:
- it would be like a child would naturally wonder why my best friend was walkin' to school and I was ridin' the bus.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
But you-you knew not to ask that question.

Oloye Adeyemon:
I understand. And the reason—

Willie Hilton:
And when I got home from school, brother and Mackey were there to play with me.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And I would leave, I would go to their house [unintelligible 30:11].
Oloye Adeyemon:
Do you feel that the friendship and closeness that you had with Blacks as a child was affected by the fact that you had and began to-to have a different, uh, world, in a sense, through school? In other words, did school, uh, create, not necessarily for yourself, but some people, the beginning of a distinction where some of that closeness and that—you know, 'cause you would expect children to play like that, to visit each other in their homes later and maybe be in business together.
Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Um, maybe, you know, play sports together. And I-and I guess what I'm asking is, the beginning of the division which later resulted in a colored fountain and a-a-a not—I imagine children had to observe that too, but as children—let me ask it this way. As children, if you were out in the field playing, and somebody had some water to drink together, if you were out just-just with your friends—
Willie Hilton:
Well now yes, because of—I mean, I went to brother's mama. She ran a restaurant at Davis Station, and I went down there every day to eat.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So a lot of the things that divided people were as adults. Is-is—would you say—
Willie Hilton:
Yeah, but a lot more so than children.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Yes, and would you say that the way in which children were segregated in school might have contributed?

Willie Hilton:
Well I'm sure it had somethin' to do with it, but I, you know, I-I never did question why sister, and babe and those weren't in school with me.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. How close are you to all of them today?

Willie Hilton:
They are—every one of 'em that I've named here is dead.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Did you see them a lot less as an adult than you had as a child?

Willie Hilton:
No, because when I came back—see, I was gone from 1950. I went into the Marines, and I went to several schools after I got out of service in 1954. And when I came home in 1960, '59, I've got to see brother had moved to Florida—
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
- and he came home off vacation and was killed.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
His, um, brother—

Oloye Adeyemon:
What happened to him?

Willie Hilton:
His brother killed him.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Why?

Willie Hilton:
His brother had a-a, uh, uh, twisted spine, and he was always in lots of pain. His name was George Carr, and his wife [unintelligible 32:46] and lives in Davis Station. And he—it was some disagreement over the way the property was split.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.
Willie Hilton:
Uh, their—both their parents had died.

Oloye Adeyemon:
And they argued [fading voice 32:57].
Willie Hilton:
Yeah, and he hit brother in the head with a hammer.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm. Um, so you, I guess, what we need to look at and talk about last, we're-we're—this is 2001 now. The—well, let me back up. Before we go there, you were around when they went from the Freedom of Choice where people could go to another school if they wanted to in, I guess, '64 through '70, and some Black students began to go to the White school. None of the White students went to the Black school, but then they had this zoning provision. And at that point, some school district, not just the schools, it had been a segregated system where Whites went to one school and Blacks went to another school, but in 1970, it became an all-Black system because the Whites went to private school. How did you feel about that? Were you around when that happened? How'd you feel about—
Willie Hilton:
I was not here then.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay. Did you know about it? Did you know that [crosstalk 34:01]—

Willie Hilton:
Yes, I saw it after—I did see—I was in school in Boston at that time.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Where were you going to school?

Willie Hilton:
Northeastern University.

Oloye Adeyemon:
What were you taking?

Willie Hilton:
Business administration.

Oloye Adeyemon:
That was before you went to work for the agriculture—

Willie Hilton:
Mm-hmm. I came home for Easter, but at—when I came home for Easter, I was in Colorado University.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. How did you feel when you found out that this was going on? What did you feel that—did you—did you feel—what did you feel? How did you feel when you saw—
Willie Hilton:
Oh, it—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- that?

Willie Hilton:
- made me feel sad that it was this small, little town, and it involved everybody in it. Of course, we knew.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Hm.

Willie Hilton:
I knew.

Oloye Adeyemon:
But did you-did you—I'm sure you knew people either who were going to private school, whose parents were puttin' them in private school.
Willie Hilton:
Now I didn't ever—the private schools didn't come around when I was-I was—when I came back—
Oloye Adeyemon:
I was thinking about 1970 now.

Willie Hilton:
Oh, okay.

Oloye Adeyemon:
It was a lot-it was-it—in one year, the school went—there was a Black school and White school, and then there was no-no Whites in the school system. I'm asking you two things. How did you feel about the fact that the Whites had left the school district first? There were no Whites left in the school district. And how did you feel about the idea that Blacks and Whites would have to go to school together, according to the law?
Willie Hilton:
Well I had no qualms about the Blacks and the Whites goin' to the same school, but I did think that if the White people were willin' to foot the bill and, you know, have another school—
Oloye Adeyemon:
That they should [crosstalk 35:37].

Willie Hilton:
- that is their choice.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So you—
Willie Hilton:
And that was their right [crosstalk 35:40].

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you really did understand why a lot of people were puttin' their in private school. Because [crosstalk 35:44]—
Willie Hilton:
Well I—

Oloye Adeyemon:
- they were taking that choice that they should have.

Willie Hilton:
They were-they were makin' a choice, which I never had to make 'cause I didn't have chosen.
Oloye Adeyemon:
But you did—you-you-you might not have chosen to do it, or you might have chosen to—but you just felt they should have the right to decide.
Willie Hilton:
I thought that the choice should be theirs—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
- if they were willin'.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Right.

Willie Hilton:
They—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Looking back at all of this, do you think that things are better today than they were then? The same or worse?
Willie Hilton:
Better.

Oloye Adeyemon:
In what way?

Willie Hilton:
That the schools, I-I mean, that schools are better. The—

Oloye Adeyemon:
For everybody.

Willie Hilton:
For everybody.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And I'm-I'm not speakin' about private schools now 'cause I'm not—I don't know anything about that.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
The only ones I know about are ones—usually we went—I work in Manning. And so when we needed help, I recruited it from the, you know, the superintendent would help me find different ones that would fit the description for jobs that we might have available for them. And then when we integrated our office, it was my job to go out into county and find people. And I found two, and both have stayed through the whole—
Oloye Adeyemon:
They're Black?

Willie Hilton:
Yeah.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
Lauren Summer 37:06 and Lou Bergenhouse 37:07.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Did you know them as a child?

Willie Hilton:
No, I did not.

Oloye Adeyemon:
So you feel that things are better, and for you, you didn't really have a problem with integration.
Willie Hilton:
I didn't. No.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Was that—you think if—you think it might have been different if you hadn't gone away to school and seen other communities that do things a little differently? Or do you think—
Willie Hilton:
Well you know—
Oloye Adeyemon:
- that you would've had that feeling anyhow when the time came for integration?
Willie Hilton:
Well you know, when I was in the Marine Corps, when I first went in in 1950, the Marine Corps was not integrated. It integrated in 1953 and '54. I was—had come back from Korea, and was stationed at Cherry Point, North Carolina.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
And when you became a non-commissioned officer of second class or above, you got to live in a double room with one roommate.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm.

Willie Hilton:
Well me being from the south, I think they picked me out and assigned a Black fella who he and I are still good friends. He lives in Houston, Texas. And when he arrived at—they told me that my roommate was comin' and that he would be comin' over to—we had rooms in the hospital 'cause we worked in medical.
Oloye Adeyemon:
So you think integration, uh, [crosstalk 38:30]—
Willie Hilton:
That helped me more than—

Oloye Adeyemon:
[Crosstalk 38:33].
Willie Hilton:
Right.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So do you think that there's still work to be done?
Willie Hilton:
Oh, absolutely.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Do you think us collecting these oral histories will maybe help a little bit with people [crosstalk 38:43]?
Willie Hilton:
I don't see how it could-could harm.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. Because one of things that—

Willie Hilton:
I don't that it would, um, if-if you didn't use the correct approach to it, it could do harm.
Oloye Adeyemon:
What do you think about the approach we used here?
Willie Hilton:
I think this is—'cause I'm bein' just as honest with you as I can.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. And is the approach okay? Do you think—
Willie Hilton:
Yeah, it seems—
Oloye Adeyemon:
- [crosstalk 39:04]?

Willie Hilton:
- very com—I'm very comfortable.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Mm-hmm. So do you think that there's some people that have never heard, in a comfortable kind of way, how Whites feel about things and some Blacks?
Willie Hilton:
Do-do I think there are people like—
Oloye Adeyemon:
[Crosstalk 39:20].

Willie Hilton:
Yes, indeed.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Do you think that [crosstalk 39:21]—
Willie Hilton:
And some are Black and some—

Oloye Adeyemon:
Some are White.
Willie Hilton:
- are White.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Yes. Do you think if they were to look at this collection it might help them? If they were to look at-look at this—read the transcript, that you think it might help [unintelligible 39:31]? If-if some Blacks and Whites would—
Willie Hilton:
I don't think it could hurt.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Okay.

Willie Hilton:
I really don't.

Oloye Adeyemon:
Well we really appreciate it because that's our feel that this is gonna help what our National Park Service is doing this, not just to commemorate the event but to help in our understanding and help us come together. We really thank you because you've made a contribution today. It's very important.
Willie Hilton:
Well if I've made a contribution, I certain—I hope it will help.
Oloye Adeyemon:
Thank you.

Willie Hilton:
You bet.
[Extraneous Conversation 40:00 - 40:02]

[End of Audio]
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