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Juneteenth Gospel Music Celebration
At Booker T. Washington National Monument

Hardy, VA - On Saturday, June 18, 2011, Booker T. Washington National Monument is hosting the annual Juneteenth Gospel Music Celebration. Everyone is invited to share in the fellowship, fun, and festivities as our community comes together to celebrate one of the most important moments in our nation’s history, the moment of emancipation. 

The event will begin at 11:00 a.m. with local and regional speakers, including visiting representatives from Tuskegee University. Two “Tears of Freedom” tours will be held focusing on the moment when freedom came for the slaves on the Burroughs plantation, where Booker T. Washington was born. Musical performances will be held throughout the afternoon with local musical groups performing.

This celebration commemorates the release of approximately four million people of African descent from the bonds of slavery after the end of the Civil War.  Booker T. Washington remembered the great day of emancipation stating his mother “was standing by my side, leaned over and kissed her children, while tears of joy ran down her cheeks.  She explained to us what it all meant, that this was the day for which she had been so long praying, but fearing that she would never live to see.” This life changing moment occurred between April and May of 1865.

Sadly, everyone held in the bonds of slavery did not share the same sweet story.  In some areas of the country the news did not spread very quickly.  For these areas, it took months.  On June 19, 1865, General Gordon Granger arrived in Texas to issue General Order 3.  This order did what the Emancipation Proclamation intended to do in January of 1863.  All enslaved Africans were freed.  Celebrations erupted in Texas!  This is the celebration of Juneteenth.

The event is free. Bring a lawn chair or blanket. Food vendors will be selling a variety of food, drinks, and desserts at this event.

For additional information, please contact the Booker T. Washington National Monument at (540) 721-2094.

Booker T. Washington National Monument is one of 394 units of the National Park Service, the agency entrusted with the care of our nation’s natural and cultural treasures.  The park is located 16 miles northeast of Rocky Mount, VA via VA 122; 25 miles southeast of Roanoke, VA via U.S. 220 and VA 122; and 45 miles southwest of Lynchburg, VA via U.S. 460 and VA 122. The park is open seven days a week from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Admission, parking, and all programs are free. Visit us on the web at: www.nps.gov/bowa.
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