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In accordance with regulations and the delegated authority provided in Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations ("36 CFR"), Chapter 1, Parts 1-7, authorized by Title 16 United States Code, Section 3,
the following provisions apply to all lands and waters administered by the National Park Service,
within the boundaries of Boston National Historical Park. Unless otherwise stated, these regulatory
provisions apply in addition to the requirements contained in 36 CFR, Chapter 1, Parts 1-7.

Written determinations, which explain the reasoning behind the Superintendent's use of discretionary
authority, as required by Section 1.5(c), appear in this document identified by italicized print.

I. 36 CFR §1.5 - VISITING HOURS. PUBLIC USE LIMITS. CLOSURES. AND AREA
DESIGNATIONS FOR SPECIFIC USE OR ACTIVITIES

(a)(1) The following visiting hours and public use limits are established for all or for the listed
portions of the park, and the following closures are established for all or a portion of the park
to all public use or to a certain use or activity:

A. The following areas are open to the Public Visitation:

• Navy Yard, Bunker Hill, Dorchester Heights
o 24 hours a day, year round

• Navy Yard Visitor Center and 15 State Street Visitor Center
o open daily from 9a.m. - 5p.m. during the winter
o open daily from 9a.m. - 6p.m. during the summer.
o both Visitor Centers are closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day.

• USS CASSIN YOUNG
o open daily from 12p.m. to 3p.m. during the winter, weather permitting.
o open daily from 10a.m. to 5p.m. during the summer
o below deck tours at 11a.m. and 2p.m.
o the Cassin Young is closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day.

• Bunker Hill Monument
o open daily from 9a.m. to 5p.m. during the winter. Last climb at 4:30pm.
o daily from 9a.m. to 6p.m. during the summer. Last climb at 5:30pm.
o the Monument is closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day.

• Bunker Hill Museum
o open daily from 9am to 5pm.
o the Museum is closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day.

• Dorchester Heights Monument
o open Saturday and Sunday from 12p.m. to 6p.m.

• Shipyard Galley (Building 10)
o open daily from 10a.m. to 3p.m., April - June
o open daily from 10a.m. to 5p.m., June - October.
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o the Galley is closed November - March.
• Faneuil Hall

o open daily from 9a.m to 5p.m. except during city sponsored events.
• Boston African American National Historical Site (BOAF)

o open daily from 10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m, Monday through Saturday, year round.

Public Use Limits:
• Driving and parking within the Charlestown Navy Yard is restricted to employees or invited

guests of Boston National Historical Park, individuals providing services (ie phone company,
gas company, rubbish removal, etc.), legislative cooperators, handicapped access, by permit,
or written permission of the Superintendent.

• Sledding and snowboarding are prohibited within park boundaries.
• Electric powered mobility assistance devices (e.g. electric scooters, wheelchairs, Segways) for

the purposes of transporting persons with disabilities are permitted on park roadways. All
others uses are prohibited.

• The use of Segways or similar devices as a mobility assistive device, as outlined above, must
also adhere to the following:

o No person under 16 years of age may operate Segways or similar devices, without
adult Supervision.

o A person shall operate any mobility assistive device in a safe and responsible
manner; maximum speed will not exceed a walking pace, so as not to endanger
one's self or other park visitors.

o Use of Segways or similar devices is limited for those with bona fide handicapped
access needs.

• Access to the obelisk at Bunker Hill Monument is not possible by persons with disabilities
utilizing Segways or similar devices. The grounds and associated exhibits at Bunker Hill
National Monument are accessible. Persons with disabilities wishing to access the obelisk
must use the stairs which preclude the use of a Segway or similar device.

• Access to USS CONSTITUTION and USS CASSIN YOUNG may be limited or closed to
persons with disabilities using Segways or similar devices during inclement weather and
extremely high or low tides. Numerous safety issues related to slipping arise during rainy,
windy weather conditions when accessing the ships via brows (ramps). The brows become
slippery during inclement weather and at times may be pitched at a steep angle during periods
of extreme tide creating a potential safety hazard.

Closures:

All grounds within the established boundaries of Boston National Historical Park are open to the
public on a 24-hour per day basis except as listed below:

Exceptions:
• Dry Dock 1 Sfeep drop off; unsafe
• Marine Railway Moldering ruin; unsafe condition
• Pier 2 Not Finished; unsafe condition
• Building 1 Maintenance and Grounds Office and Storage
• Building 4 USS CONSTITUTION offices
• Building 5 2nd and 3rd floors
• Building 24 USS Constitution Maintenance and Repair Facility
• Building 125 Not Finished; unsafe conditions
• Building 109 Law Enforcement Offices
• Building 107 Maintenance/Cultural Resource Offices
• Building 265 Park Residences and Administrative offices, this includes

the fenced area behind the building
• Building I, Marine Barracks Except Sally Port Area
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• Commandant's House (Qrtrs G) Except during authorized tours or Special Events
• Other areas as posted

NOTES:

1. Because of special activities that may occur at any time or as a result of various construction
projects, it may be necessary to make changes to what is shown in this section on short
notice. In all cases the public will be given as much notice of these changes as possible.

2. During hazardous conditions or emergency situations some areas may be closed on short
notice. These closing will be denoted by closed gates, posted employees, caution tape,
signs, and/or "Do Not Enter" flagging. Long term closure notices will be posted for viewing on
the park's intranet website (for NPS employees) and the park's internet website for the
general public.

3. During the various construction projects, one or more public use areas may be closed to the
public

(a)(2) The following areas have been designated for a specific use or activity, under the
conditions and/or restrictions as noted:

Boston National Historical Park:
• Operators of any motor vehicle are prohibited from engine idling for more than

5 minutes.
° This applies to all areas of Boston National Historical Park.

The noise and fumes caused by these engines negatively impacts the visitor's park
experiences. Exhaust fumes present a health hazard to both visitors and employees.

Pier One:
• USS Constitution Restricted Area including Building 4/5

° The above area is closed to all persons except those who enter the area
through a security screening facility, who are screened for illegal
weapons and/or explosives. Screening may be accomplished through
visual observations or through the use of magnetometers and x-ray
equipment.

These conditions are established to protect the lives of the U.S. Navy personnel,
visitors and the ship USS Constitution. Restrictions are necessary to achieve such
protection.

II. 36 CFRS1.6 -PERMITS

Information on requirements and obtaining park required permits may be obtained through the Boston
National Historical Park Special Park Uses Office at 617.242.5628. Information and issuance of
permits for First Amendment activities may be obtained through the Boston National Historical Park
Chief Ranger at 617-242-5631.

(f) The following is a compilation of those activities and/or public uses for which a permit from
the superintendent is required:

• §1.5(d) Relating to Public Use Limits:
• To implement a public use limit, the superintendent may establish a permit,

registration, or reservation system. Permits shall be issued in accordance
with the criteria and procedures of 36 CFR 1.6.
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§2.4(a)(2)(iii) & (d)(3) Weapons, Trap or Nets
• To carry or possess a weapon

§2.12(a)(4) Audio Disturbances:
• Operation of a public address system in connection with a public gathering or

special event for which a permit has been issued pursuant to §2.50 or §2.51

§2.13(a)(1) Fires
• Lighting or maintaining a fire

§2.22(a)(2) Property

§2.35(a)(3) Alcoholic Beverages and Controlled Substances
• The consumption of alcoholic beverages. Exemptions to the permit

requirement are listed under the 36 CFR §2.35(a)(3)(i).

§2.37 Soliciting or demanding gifts, money goods or services (Pursuant to the terms and
conditions of a permit issued under §2.50, §2.51 or §2.52)

§2.38(b) Explosives:
• Use or possess fireworks

§2.50(a) Conduct a sports event, pageant, regatta, public spectator attraction, entertainment,
ceremony, and similar events

§2.51 (a) Public assemblies, meetings, gatherings, demonstrations, parades and other public
expressions of views

§2.52(a) Sale or distribution of printer matter that is not solely commercial advertising

§2.62(b) The scattering of human ashes from cremation.

§5.1 Advertisements - (Display, posting or distribution.)

§5.3 Engaging in or soliciting any business (Requires a permit, contract or other written
agreement with the United States, or must be pursuant to special regulations).

§5.5 Commercial Photography/Filming:
• (a) Commercial filming of motion pictures or television involving the use of

professional casts, settings or crews, other than bona fide newsreel or news
television

• (b) Still photography of vehicles, or other articles of commerce or models for
the purpose of commercial advertising.

§5.6(c) Use of commercial vehicles on park area roads (The superintendent shall issue a
permit to access private lands within or adjacent to the park when access is
otherwise not available)
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III. GENERAL REGULATIONS

36 CFR §2.3-FISHING

(a) Fishing shall be in accordance with the laws and regulations of the State. Fishing will be
permitted in the areas and during the hours listed below:

• Pier One
Fishing is permitted on Pier One, in the area from the bow of the USS Cassin
Young, around the end of the pier, to the rear of Building 109. Fishing in this area is
permitted between the hours of 1700 hours and 0700 hours.

• Fishing is not permitted when visiting ships are moored in this area.

36 CFR §2.10 - CAMPING and FOOD STORAGE

(a) The sites and areas listed below have been designated for camping activities as noted. A
permit system has been established for certain campgrounds or camping activities, and
conditions for camping and camping activities are in effect as noted:

• Public camping is prohibited.

36CFRS2.15-PETS

(a)(1) The following structures and/or areas are closed to the possession of pets:
• All park buildings, structures and monuments, except:

• The provisions of this section shall not apply to service animals (of any species) which
have been trained to assist impaired or handicapped persons, or to dogs used by authorized
federal, state, or local law enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties.

(a)(5) Pet excrement must be disposed of in accordance with the following conditions:
• Any person having possession, custody, or control of any dog or other animal that

defecates in any area of the park shall be required to immediately remove the feces and
either:

Remove the feces from park property, or
Place the feces in a non-leaking container for deposit in a trash or litter receptacle.

(e) Pets may be kept by park residents under the following conditions:
• With written permission from the Superintendent

36 CFR §2.18 - Snowmobiles

(c) The use of snowmobiles is prohibited.

36 CFR §2.20 - SKATING. SKATEBOARDS and SIMILAR DEVICES

The use of roller skates, skateboards, roller skis, coasting vehicles, or similar devices are
allowed only in the following areas:

• Between Gate One (1) and Scale House Entrance Gate as a direct route through the
park

36 CFR S2.21 - SMOKING
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(a) The following portions of the park, or all or portions of buildings, structures or facilities are
closed to smoking as noted:

• In all buildings, structures, facilities, and/or posted areas.

36 CFR §2.35 -ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES and CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

(a)(3)(i) The following public use areas, portions of public use areas, and/or public facilities
within the park are closed to consumption of alcoholic beverages, and/or to the possession of
a bottle, can or other receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage that is open, or has been
opened, or whose seal has been broken or the contents of which have been partially removed:

• all areas of Boston National Historical Park without a permit from the Superintendent.
Please refer to 36 CFR §1.6 for information on obtaining a permit.

SPECIAL EVENTS

A. A permit is required to hold a SPECIAL EVENT within the boundaries of Boston National Historical
Park.

B. POLICY

Boston National Historical Park represents a unique national resource associated with the birth and
growth of the nation.

In considering the application for a permit under 36 CFR §2.50, for the use of portions of the park for
special events, the Superintendent will apply the criteria as stated below. Additionally, when
considering requests to hold special events such as parades, meetings, entertainments, exhibitions,
fairs, festivals, lectures, conferences, etc. the Superintendent will be guided by the National Park
Service Management Policies which state:

SPECIAL PARK USES:

A special park use is defined as any activity that is proposed for, or exists within a park and that
requires written permission for an NPS official in order to take place. A special park use may be
permitted only if the activity has been judged by the Superintendent not to cause any derogation of
the values and purposes for which the park was established, unless directly and specifically
authorized by federal law.

Each request to engage in a special park use or to renew authorization of an existing use will be
reviewed and evaluated by the Superintendent according to the terms of applicable legislation,
regulations, guidelines and management planning documents, using criteria and procedures outlined
in the Special Park Use Guidelines (DO/RM 53). Initial or renewal requests to conduct an activity will
be denied if the Superintendent determines that the activity:

• has the potential to cause injury or damage to park resources
• will unreasonably impair the atmosphere of peace and tranquility of historic or

commemorative locations in the park
• will result in significant conflict with other existing areas
• will substantially impair operation of public facilities or the services of NPS concessionaires or

contractors
• will conflict with law or policy
• will be in derogation of the values and purposes for which the Park was established
• will be inconsistent with the Park's enabling legislation
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• has reasonable potential to cause illness, personal injury, or property damage
• will unduly interfere with normal park operations, resource protection, or visitor use

The National Park Service will also terminate any current activity subsequent to finding that any of the
above conditions exist.

To the extent authorized by applicable legislation, regulations, and policies, the National Park Service
will establish and collect appropriate permit fees for special park uses and will seek reimbursement
from permittees for NPS costs incurred in administering the permit and monitoring the activities it
authorizes.

Special Events

Special events, such as sporting events, pageants, regattas, public spectators attractions,
entertainment, ceremonies, and large encampments, may be authorized under permit by the
Superintendent subject to the same criteria as other special park uses provided that (1) there is a
meaningful association between the park and the event, and (2) the event contributes to visitor
understanding of the significance of the park.

The National Park Service will not permit the staging of special events that are conducted primarily for
the material or financial benefit of participants, that involve commercialization, advertising, or publicity
by participants, or for which a separate public admission fee is to be charged, unless the event is
directly related to the purposes for which a park was established. Additional guidance and
procedures are found in Special Park Uses Guideline and in 36 CFR§2.50.

Further, the Superintendent will consider the following:

• The location requested
• The time requested
• The duration of the proposed event
• The size (number of participants and/or observers) of the proposed event and associated

equipment
• The effect of the proposed event on resources, operations, and the mission of the park
• Other, previously approved events.

The primary concern of the Superintendent is the effect of the proposed event on the cultural and
natural resources and the impact on normal visitor operations and the visitor experience. It may be
possible to accommodate events at certain locations only before or after the public hours of the
building. It may also be necessary to limit the size and/or duration of the proposed event to a small
number of participants/observers or a shorter length of time in order not to interfere with public use or
threaten the historical or natural resources of the park.

C. CONDITIONS FOR THE DENIAL OF A PERMIT APPLICATION UNDER 36 CFR §2.50:

(a) Sports events, pageants, regattas, public spectator attractions, entertainments, ceremonies, and
similar events are allowed: provided however, there is a meaningful association between the park
area and the events, and the observance contributions to visitor understanding of the significance of
the park area, and a permit therefore has been issued by the Superintendent. A permit shall be
denied if such activities would:

(1) Cause injury or damage to park resources; or
(2) Be contrary to the purposes for which the natural, historic, development and special use

zones were established; or unreasonably impair the atmosphere of peace and tranquility
maintained in wilderness, natural, historic, or commemorative zones.

(3) Unreasonably interfere with interpretive, visitor services, or other program activities, or
with the administrative activities of the National Park Services; or

Page 7 of 10 October 13, 2009



(4) Substantially impair the operation of public use facilities or services of National Park
Service concessionaires or contractors; or

(5) Present a clear and present danger to the public health and safety; or
(6) Result in significant conflict with other existing uses.
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PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES

Consistent with the protection of constitutionally guaranteed rights, the National Park Service
observes the following policies as stated in the Management Policies for the National Park Service
issued in August of 2006, concerning demonstrations, other forms of peaceful assembly and freedom
of speech.

"The National Park Service will authorize the use of park land for public
assemblies, meetings, demonstrations, religious activities, and other public
expressions of view protected under the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution, in accordance with 36 CFR 2.51 or 36 CFR 7.96. To ensure public
safety and the protection of park resources and values, and to avoid assigning
the same location and time to two or more activities, the Service may manage
these activities by issuing a permit to regulate the time, location, number of
participants, use of the facilities, and number and type of equipment used, but
not the content of the message presented. For all parks except those within
designated portions of the National Capital Region, locations that are available
for public assemblies and other First Amendment activities, including the sale
and distribution of printed matter, will be so designated by the Superintendent on
a map in accordance with procedures and criteria found in NPS regulations (36
CFR 1.5, 1.7, 2.51, and 2.52), unless the sites are otherwise protected from
public disclosure, such as sites sacred to American Indians or sites with
vulnerable natural and cultural resources. Selected National Capital Region
parks are subject to special demonstration regulations found at 36 CFR
7.96(g)(4)(iii) and do not have such areas designated by the superintendent.

When the Service allows one group to use an area or facility for expressing
views, it must provide other groups with a similar opportunity, if requested. No
group wishing to assemble lawfully may be discriminated against or denied the
right of assembly provided that all permit conditions are met. Whenever religious
activities are conducted in parks, an NPS actions pertaining to them must reflect
a clearly secular purpose, must have a primary effect that neither advances nor
inhibits religion, and must avoid "excessive governmental entanglement with
religion."

NPS staff on duty in an area in which a First Amendment activity is being
conducted will be neutral toward the activity, but will remain responsible for the
protection of participants, spectators, private property, public property, and park
resources. On-duty staff may not participant in a First Amendment activity. NPS
employees exercising their First Amendment rights when off-duty must not in any
way imply an official NPS endorsement of the activity.

When a permit is requested for the exercise of First Amendment rights, including
freedom of assembly, speech, religion, and the press, the Superintendent will
issue the permit without any requirement for fees, cost recovery, bonding, or
insurance. The Superintendent will issue or deny a First Amendment permit
requested under 36 CFR 2.51 within two (2) business days after receiving a
proper application."

BOST POLICY

Public assemblies, meeting, gatherings, demonstrations, parades, distribution of printed
matter and other public expressions of view are allowed within park areas, provided a
permit has been issued by the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall, within two
business days, issue a permit upon proper application unless a prior application for a
permit for the same time and place has been made that has been or will be granted and
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the activities authorized by that permit do not reasonably allow multiple occupancy of that
particular area. No public assembly permit shall be issued for a period in excess of 7
consecutive days, provided that permits may be extended for like periods upon a new
application, unless another permit has been approved for the same location and multiple
occupancy at that location is not reasonably possible. Likewise, no distribution of printed
matter permit shall be issued for a period in excess of 14 consecutive days, provided that
permits may be extended for like periods upon a new application, unless another
applicant has requested use of the same location and multiple occupancy at that location
is not reasonably possible.

In conformity with NPS policy on commercial use of park property (Directors Orders 21
and 53), these guidelines apply to only permits for non-commercial activity. BOST will
not permit any leafleting that is commercial in nature.

In accordance with 36 CFR § 2.51, 2.52 and NPS Management Policies a permit shall be
denied if the proposed activity:

• has the potential to cause injury or damage to park resources
• will unreasonably impair the atmosphere or peace and tranquility of historic or

commemorative location in the park
• will result in significant conflict with other existing uses or conflict with law or

policy
• will substantially impair operation of public facilities or the service of NPS

concessionaires or contractors
• will be in derogation of the values and purposes for which the Park was

established
• will be inconsistent with the Park's enabling legislation
• has reasonable potential to cause illness, personal injury, or property damage
• will unduly interfere with normal park operations, resource protection, or visitor

use.

The National Park Service will also terminate any current activity subsequent to finding
that any of the above condition exist.

Designated First Amendment areas are shown on the attached map. Additional areas may be
available through the Superintendent's approval.
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