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WORLD’S END PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:   274.3     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   Trustees of Reservations Survey Dates:  June 10, June 14, July 19, 

August 23,  August 27, September 8, 
September 9;  June 1, 2002 

 
Rare Plants:  Solidago speciosa (WL) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 6/10 thickets, woodlands 
Acer pseudoplatanus* Sycamore maple Aceraceae 6/10 roadways 
Acer rubrum Red maple Aceraceae 6/10 woodlands 
Acer saccharinum Silver maple Aceraceae 6/14 thickets 
Acer saccharum Sugar maple Aceraceae 6/10 roadways 
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/10 old fields 
Aesculus 
hippocastanum* 

Horse chestnut Hippocastanaceae 6/10 roadways 

Agrostis gigantea*  Redtop Poaceae 7/19 old fields 
Agrostis sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/14 old fields 
Alliaria petiolata* Garlic mustard Brassicaceae 6/10 thickets, woodlands 
Allium canadense Wild garlic Liliaceae 6/14 old fields 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Ragweed Asteraceae 6/10 thickets 
Anemone quinquefolia Wood anemone Ranunculaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 6/10 old fields 

Apios americana Groundnut Fabaceae 6/10 moist field 
Apocynum cannabinum Indian hemp Apocynaceae 8/27 thicket 
Apocynum sibiricum 
(v) 

Prairie dogbane Apocynaceae 6/14 old fields 

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine Ranunculaceae 6/10 open ledges at Rocky 
Neck 

Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 6/10 woodlands 
Aralia nudicaulis Wild sarsaparilla Araliaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Arenaria lateriflora (p) Grove sandwort Caryophyllaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Aronia melanocarpa Black chokeberry Rosaceae 6/10 moist thicket 
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 6/10 old fields 
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Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed Asclepidaceae 7/19 marsh 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 6/10 old fields 

Asparagus officinalis* Asparagus Liliaceae 6/10 old fields 
Aster cordifolius (v) Heart-leaf aster Asteraceae 9/8 thickets 
Aster divaricatus White wood aster Asteraceae 7/19 woodlands 
Aster dumosus Bushy aster Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 
Aster ericoides Heath aster Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 
Aster novi-belgii New York aster Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 
Aster puniceus Bristly aster Asteraceae 8/23 moist field 
Aster undulatus Wavy-leaved 

aster 
Asteraceae 8/23 woodlands 

Aster vimineus (v) Small white aster Asteraceae 9/8 old fields 
Athryium filix-femina Lady fern Dryopteridaceae 6/14 thickets 
Atriplex patula*  Orache Chenopodiaceae 6/14 beach strand 
Berberis thunbergii* Japanese barberry Berberidaceae 6/10 thickets 
Barbarea vulgaris* Winter-cress Brassicaceae 6/10 thickets 
Betula populifolia  Gray birch Betulaceae 6/10 thickets, woodlands 
Bidens frondosa  Beggar-ticks Asteraceae 7/19 marsh 
Bulbostylis capillaris  Sand sedge Cyperaceae 8/23 open ledges 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 7/19 moist thickets 
Carex annectens Yellow-fruited 

fox-sedge 
Cyperaceae 6/14 old fields 

Carex cephalophora  Oval-headed 
sedge 

Cyperaceae  CHECK RECORDS 

Carex debilis var. 
rudgei 

Stalked sedge Cyperaceae 7/19 moist thicket  Verify 

Carex lurida Sallow sedge Cyperaceae 6/14 ditch, marsh 
Carex sp.  (v)  Cyperaceae 6/14 old fields 
Carex swanii  Swan’s sedge Cyperaceae 7/19 moist thicket 
Carya cordiformis Bitternut hickory Juglandaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Carya ovata Shagbark hickory Juglandaceae 6/14 roadways 
Carya pallida* Sand hickory Juglandaceae 9/9 dry thickets 
Celastrus orbiculatus* Oriental 

bittersweet 
Celastraceae 6/10 thickets 

Cephalanthus 
occidentalis 

Buttonbush Rubiaceae 7/19 Ice Pond 

Cerastium vulgatum Mouse-ear 
chickweed 

Caryophyllaceae 6/10 old fields 

Chelidonium majus* Celandine Papaveraceae 6/10 thickets 
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Oxeye-daisy Asteraceae 6/10 thickets 

Chamaecyparis 
thyoides* 

Atlantic white 
cedar 

Cupressaceae 7/19 thickets 

Chimaphila maculata Striped 
pipsissewa 

Pyrolaceae 7/19 woodlands 

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 6/14 old fields 
Cicuta maculata (p) Water hemlock Apiaceae 7/19 marsh 
Circaea quadrisulcata Enchanter’s-

nightshade 
Onagraceae 7/19 thickets 

Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 6/14 old fields 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 
Comandra umbellata Bastard-toadflax Santalaceae 6/10 thickets 
Convallaria majallis* Lily-of-the-valley Liliaceae 7/19 woodlands 
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Crataegus sp. (v) Hawthorn sp.  Rosaceae  CHECK RECORDS 
Cuscuta gronovii Common dodder Cuscutaceae 7/19 marsh 
Cynanchum nigrum* 
(v) 

Black swallow-
wort 

Asclepidaceae 6/14 old fields 

Cyperus sp.   Cyperaceae 8/23 moist thicket 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 6/10 old fields 
Danthonia spicata Poverty grass Poaceae 7/19 open ledges 
Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 

lace 
Apiaceae 6/10 old fields 

Deschampsia flexuosa Common 
hairgrass 

Poaceae 6/10 old fields 

Dianthus armeria* Deptford pink Caryophyllaceae 7/19 old fields 
Digitaria ischaemum*  Smooth crabgrass Poaceae 8/23 moist thicket 
Distichlis spicata  Saltmarsh spike-

grass 
Poaceae 7/19 beach strand 

Dryopteris marginalis Marginal 
woodfern 

Dryopteridaceae 6/10 shaded ledges 

Echinochloa crus-
galli* 

Barnyard grass Poaceae 8/23 moist field 

Elaeagnus umbellata* Autumn-olive Elaeagnaceae 6/14 old fields 
Elymus sp. (v)  Poaceae 8/23 beach strand 
Elytrigia sp.   Poaceae 6/14 old fields 
Epilobium sp. (v) Willow-herb sp. Onagraceae 9/8 marsh 
Epipactis helleborine*  Helleborine Orchidaceae 7/19 woodlands 
Equisetum arvense  Field horsetail Equisetaceae 8/23 thickets 
Erechtities hieraciifolia Fireweed Asteraceae 8/23 moist field 
Erigeron annuus  Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 6/14 old fields 
Erigeron pulchellus Robin’s plantain Asteraceae 6/1/02 moist roadside 
Euonymus alatus* Winged 

euonymus 
Celastraceae 6/10 thickets 

Eupatorium dubium Atlantic Joe-pye-
weed 

Asteraceae 7/19 marsh—uncertain ID  
Verify 

Eupatorium maculatum Spotted Joe-pye-
weed 

Asteraceae 7/19 marsh, moist fields 

Eupatorium rugosum White snakeroot Asteraceae 6/10 woodlands 
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaf 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 8/23 old fields, thickets 

Fagus sylvatica var. 
atropurpurea* 

Copper beech Fagaceae 6/14 Roadways 

Festuca ovina (v) Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/14 old fields 
Fragaria virginiana Wild strawberry Rosaceae 6/14 Woodlands 
Fraxinus americana White ash Oleaceae 6/14 roadways, woodlands 
Galeopsis tetrahit* Hemp-nettle Lamiaceae 9/8 Thickets 
Galium aparine Cleavers Rubiaceae 6/1/02 Thickets 
Galium tinctorium  Clayton’s 

bedstraw 
Rubiaceae 7/19 Marsh 

Gaylussacia baccata Black 
huckleberry 

Ericaceae 6/10 thickets, open ledges 

Geranium maculatum Wild geranium Geraniaceae 6/10 Woodlands 
Geranium robertianum Herb-robert Geraniaceae 7/19 Thickets 
Geum canadense White avens Rosaceae 7/19 Thickets 
Glechoma hederacea Gill-over-the-

ground 
Lamiaceae 6/1/02 moist roadside 

Glyceria canadensis Rattlesnake-grass Poaceae 6/14 ditch, marsh 
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Glyceria sp.  Poaceae 6/14 ditch 
Gnaphalium 
obtusifolium  

Sweet everlasting Asteraceae   

Hamamelis virginiana Witch hazel Hamamelidaceae 6/10 Woodlands 
Helianthus annuus*  Common 

sunflower 
Asteraceae 8/23 moist field 

Hemerocallis fulva* Day lily Liliaceae 7/19 Thickets 
Hibiscus palustris  (v) Swamp rose 

amllow 
Malvaceae 7/19 Marsh 

Hieracium 
aurantiacum* 

Orange 
hawkweed 

Asteraceae 6/14 old fields 

Hieracium canadense  Canada 
hawkweed 

Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 

Hieracium pratense* King devil Asteraceae 6/10 Thickets 
Holcus lanatus (v) Velvet grass Poaceae 7/19 moist thicket 
Hypericum 
gentianoides  

Orange grass Clusiaceae 9/8 open ledges 

Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 6/10 old fields 

Hypoxis hirsuta Yellow star-grass Liliaceae 6/10 Thickets 
Ilex opaca American holly Aquifoliaceae 6/10 Thickets 
Ilex verticillata Winterberry Aquifoliaceae 6/1/02 edge of Ice Pond 
Impatiens capensis  Jewel-weed Balsaminaceae 6/10 moist field 
Iris versicolor (v) Blue-flag Iridaceae 6/10 moist field 
Iva frutescens Saltmarsh elder Asteraceae 6/10 rocky shoreline 
Juglans nigra* (v) Black walnut Juglandaceae 6/14 old field edges 
Juncus effusus Soft rush Juncaceae 6/10 moist fields, marsh 
Juncus gerardii  Black grass Juncaceae 6/14 beach strand 
Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 6/10 old fields, thickets 
Juniperus communis Common juniper Cupressaceae   
Juniperus sp. Juniper species Cupressaceae 6/10 old fields 
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar Cupressaceae 6/10 old fields, thickets 
Knautia arvensis* (v) Field scabious Dipsacaceae 6/10 old fields 
Lactuca canadensis Yellow wild 

lettuce 
Asteraceae 6/10 thickets 

Lapsana communis* Nipplewort Asteraceae 6/14 thickets 
Larix decidua* European larch Pinaceae 6/10 roadways 
Leersia oryzoides Rice cut-grass Poaceae 9/8 marsh 
Leontodon autumnalis* Fall dandelion Asteraceae 7/19 old fields 
Ligustrum vulgare* Common privet Oleaceae 6/1/02 thickets 
Limonium nashii  Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 6/14 beach strand 
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/10 old fields 
Linaria vulgaris*  Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 6/10 old fields 
Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree Magnoliaceae 6/14 roadways 
Lonicera japonica* Japanese 

honeysuckle 
Caprifoliaceae 7/19 moist thickets 

Lonicera morrowii*  Morrow’s 
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 8/23 old fields 

Lonicera japonica Japanese 
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 7/19 moist thicket 

Lonicera sp. (v) Honeysuckle sp.  Caprifoliaceae   
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Lonicera xylosteum* 
(v) 

European fly-
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 6/10 thickets 

Luzula multiflora  Common 
woodrush 

Juncaceae 7/19 woodlands 

Lycopus uniflorus (v) Northern water-
horehound 

Lamiaceae 7/19 moist field 

Lycopus virginicus (v) Virginia water-
horehound 

Lamiaceae 9/8 marsh 

Lysimachia quadrifolia Whorled 
loosestrife 

Primulaceae 6/10 old fields, thickets 

Lysimachia terrestris Swamp candles Primulaceae 7/19 marsh 
Lythrum salicaria* Purple loosestrife Lythraceae 7/19 Ice Pond 
Maianthemum 
canadense 

Canada 
mayflower 

Liliaceae 6/10 woodlands 

Malus pumila* Apple Rosaceae 6/1/02 thickets 
Medeola virginiana Indian cucumber-

root 
Liliaceae 8/23 woodlands 

Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 6/14 old fields 
Mitchella repens Partridge-berry Rubiaceae 8/23 thickets 
Monotropa uniflora  Indian Pipe Monotropaceae 7/19 woodlands 
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/10 thickets 
Nyssa sylvatica Black gum Nyssaceae 6/1/02 moistsoil in forest 
Oenothera biennis Common 

evening-primrose 
Onagraceae 8/23 old fields 

Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive fern Dryopteridaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon fern Osmundaceae 6/10 moist thicket, marsh 
Osmunda claytoniana Interrupted fern Osmundaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Osmunda regalis Royal fern Osmundaceae 6/10 moist thicket, marsh 
Ostrya virginiana Hop hornbeam Betulaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Oxalis stricta Common yellow 

wood-sorrel 
Oxalidaceae 6/10 old fields 

Panicum clandestinum Deer-tongue 
grass 

Poaceae 6/1/02 woodlands 

Panicum 
dichotomiflorum 

Panic grass Poaceae 8/27 moist thicket 

Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/10 thickets 

Phalaris arundinacea  Reed canary-
grass 

Poaceae 6/10 moist fields 

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 6/10 old fields 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 6/10 marsh 
Physocarpus 
opulifolius* (p) 

Ninebark Rosaceae 6/14 thickets 

Phytolacca americana  Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 6/14 thickets 
Picea abies* Norway spruce Pinaceae 6/10 roadways 
Pilea pumila Clearweed Urticaceae 6/10 moist fields 
Pinus nigra* Austrian pine Pinaceae 6/10 note also P. resinosa 
Pinus strobus White pine Pinaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Plantago juncoides  Seaside plantain Plantaginaceae 8/23 beach strand 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 6/10 old fields 
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 6/10 old fields 
Plantago rugelli Pale plantain Plantaginaceae 6/10 old fields 
Poa annua* Low speargrass Poaceae 6/10 old fields 
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Poa pratensis*  Kentucky 
bluegrass 

Poaceae 6/10 old fields 

Polygala sanguinea (p) Purple milkwort Polygalaceae 7/19 moist field 
Polygonatum biflorum* Giant solomon’s-

seal 
Liliaceae 6/10 thickets 

Polygonatum 
pubescens 

Solomon’s-seal Liliaceae 8/23 moist thicket 

Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 8/23 old fields 
Polygonum hydropiper Water-pepper Polygonaceae 7/19 thickets 
Polygonum 
lapathifolium  

Nodding 
smartweed 

Polygonaceae 7/19 thickets 

Polygonum persicaria*  Lady’s thumb Polygonaceae 7/19 thickets 
Polygonum sagittatum 
(p) 

Arrow-leaved 
tearthumb 

Polygonaceae 7/19 marsh 

Polypodium 
virginianum 

Common 
polypody 

Polypodiaceae 6/10 shaded ledges 

Populus alba* White poplar Salicaceae 6/10 thickets 
Populus grandidentata Big-toothed aspen Salicaceae 6/10 thickets 
Populus 
tremuloides/adenopoda 
(v)  

 Salicaceae 6/10 thickets 

Potentilla argentea Silvery cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/10 old fields 
Potentilla canadensis Dwarf cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/10 thickets 
Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 

cinquefoil 
Rosaceae 6/14 old fields 

Potentilla simplex Old field 
cinquefoil 

Rosaceae 6/14 old fields 

Prenanthes trifoliolata Gall-of-the-earth Asteraceae 6/10 thickets 
Prunella vulgaris Heal-all Lamiaceae 8/23 old fields 
Prunus cerasus* Sour cherry Rosaceae 6/10 thickets 
Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 6/10 thickets, woodlands 
Prunus pensylvanica Fire cherry Rosaceae 6/1/02 ledges at Rocky Neck 
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry Rosaceae 6/10 thickets 
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Dennstaeditaceae 6/10 thickets 
Pyrola rotundifolia Round-leaved 

pyrola 
Pyrolaceae 6/10 woodlands 

Quercus alba White oak Fagaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Quercus cerris English turkey 

oak 
Fagaceae 6/14 thickets 

Quercus coccinea Scarlet oak Fagaceae 6/10 ledges at Rocky Neck 
Quercus robur* English oak Fagaceae 6/14 thickets, woodlands 
Quercus rubra Northern red oak Fagaceae   
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/10 thickets, woodlands 
Ranunculus acris* Tall buttercup Ranunculaceae 6/10 old fields 
ranunculus bulbosus* Bulbous 

buttercup 
Ranunculaceae 6/1/02 moist roadside 

Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/10 old fields 

Rhamnus cathartica* Common 
buckthorn 

Rhamnaceae 6/10 thickets 
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Rhamnus frangula* Glossy buckthorn Rhamnaceae 6/10 thickets 
Rhinanthus crista-galli Yellow rattle Scrophulariaceae 6/14 old fields 
Rhus glabra                               Smooth sumac Anacardiaceae 6/10 old fields 
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/10 old fields, thickets 
Rhynchospora 
capitellata (v) 

Brown beak-rush Cyperaceae 7/19 wet soil at edge of Ice 
Pond 

Ribes cynosbati Prickly 
gooseberry 

Grossulariaceae 6/1/02 woodlands 

Ribes sativum* Garden red 
currant 

Grossulariaceae 8/23 moist thicket 

Robinia pseudoacacia* Black locust Fabaceae 6/10 thickets 
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 6/10 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 8/23 thickets 
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 6/14 old fields, thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 6/10 old fields 
Rubus idaeus Wild red 

raspberry 
Rosaceae 6/10 thickets 

Rudbeckia hirta* Black-eyed susan Asteraceae 7/19 thickets 
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/10 old fields 
Rumex crispus* Curly dock Polygonaceae 6/10 old fields 
Salicornia maritima  Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 6/14 beach strand 
Salix bebbiana Bebb’s willow Salicaceae 6/10 moist thickets 
Salix nigra  Black willow Salicaceae 6/10 moist thickets 
Salix sp. (v)  Willow sp. Salicaceae   
Sambucus canadensis Common 

elderberry 
Caprifoliaceae 6/14 thickets 

Sassafras albidum Sassafras Lauraceae 6/10 woodlands 
Schizachyrium 
scoparium 

Little bluestem Poaceae 6/10 old fields, open ledges 

Scirpus atrovirens Dark green 
bulrush 

Cyperaceae 6/14 moist thicket 

Scirpus cyperinus Wool-grass Cyperaceae 7/19 marsh 
Setaria sp.  (v)  Poaceae 8/23 old fields 
Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 6/10 old fields 
Sisyrinchium 
angustifolium 

Stout blue-eyed 
grass 

Iridaceae 6/14 ditch 

Sisyrinchium 
atlanticum 

Eastern blue-eyed 
grass 

Iridaceae 6/10 thickets 

Smilacina racemosa False solomon’s-
seal 

Liliaceae 6/10 woodlands 

Smilax herbacea Carrion-flower Smilacaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Smilax rotundifolia Bullbrier Smilacaceae 6/10 thickets 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 6/10 old fields 
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Solidago bicolor Silverrod Asteraceae 8/23 woodlands 
Solidago caesia Blue-stemmed 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 6/10 woodlands 

Solidago canadensis Canada goldenrod Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 
Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Asteraceae 7/19 old fields 
Solidago nemoralis  Gray goldenrod Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod Asteraceae 7/19 old fields 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 6/10 rocky shoreline, beach 

strand 
Solidago speciosa 
(WL) (p) 

Showy goldenrod Asteraceae 8/23 old fields 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/19 old fields 
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Sorbaria sorbifolia* (v) False spiraea Rosaceae 6/14 thickets 
Spartina alterniflora Saltwater 

cordgrass 
Poaceae 6/14 beach strand 

Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 6/14 beach strand 
Spartina pectinata (v) Prairie cordgrass Poaceae 7/19 moist fields 
Spiraea tomentosa Steeplebush Rosaceae 7/19 moist field 
Stellaria graminea* Field stitchwort Caryophyllaceae   
Suaeda sp.  (v)  Chenopodiaceae 8/23 beach strand 
Symphoricarpos albus* Snowberry Caprifoliaceae 8/23 thickets 
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 6/10 old fields 
Taxus sp. Yew sp. taxaceae 6/1/02 small plant in oak 

woods 
Thalictrum polygamum Tall meadow-rue Ranunculaceae 8/23 moist thicket 
Thelypteris 
noveboracensis 

New York fern Thelypteridaceae 6/10 woodlands 

Thelypteris palustris  Marsh fern Thelypteridaceae 6/10 marsh, moist thickets 
Tilia americana Basswood Tiliaceae 6/10 woodlands, thickets, old 

fields 
Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/10 thickets 

Tragopogon pratensis* Yellow Goat’s- 
beard 

Asteraceae 6/10 old fields 

Trifolium agrarium* Yellow hop-
clover 

Fabaceae 6/14 old fields 

Trifolium arvense* Rabbit-foot 
clover 

Fabaceae 8/23 old fields 

Trifolium hybridum* Alsike clover Fabaceae 8/23 old fields 
Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 6/10 old fields 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 6/10 old fields 
Tsuga canadensis Eastern hemlock Pinaceae 6/10 woodlands 
Ulmus americana American elm Ulmaceae 6/14 roadways 
Ulmus rubra Slippery elm Ulmaceae 8/23 old fields 
Urtica dioica var. 
procera 

Stinging nettle Urticaceae 6/10 woodlands 

Uvularia sessilifolia Wild-oats Liliaceae 7/19 woodlands 
Vaccinium 
angustifolium 

Late lowbush 
blueberry 

Ericaceae  woodlands 

Vaccinium 
corymbosum 

Highbush-
blueberry 

Ericaceae 6/10 moist thickets 

Vaccinium pallidum Early lowbush 
blueberry 

Ericaceae 6/10 woodlands 

Veronica officinalis* Common 
speedwell 

Scrophulariaceae 6/10 old fields, thickets 

Viburnum acerifolium Maple-leaf 
viburnum 

Caprifoliaceae 8/23 thickets 

Viburnum regognitum  Northern arrow-
wood 

Caprifoliaceae 6/10 thickets 

Viburnum trilobum Highbush 
cranberry 

Caprifoliaceae 6/10 thickets 

Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 6/14 old fields 
Viola lanceolata Lance-leaved 

violet 
Violaceae 7/19 moist field 

Vitis aestivalis Summer grape Vitaceae 6/1/02 edge of Ice Pond 
Vitis labrusca Fox grape Vitaceae 6/10 thickets 
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Vitis sp.   Vitaceae 6/10 thicket (V. riparia?) 
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
This list is by far the longest of any plant list compiled for the Harbor Islands in 2001, but 
it is by no means complete.  The scale, variety, and complexity of the World’s End 
landscape merit several weeks of floristic surveys to inventory in detail the pensinsula’s 
remarkable diversity of native and introduced plant species.  In spite of centuries of 
agricultural use and the implementation of a landscape design by Frederick Law Olmsted 
in the late 19th century (Island Alliance 2001, Kales 1983)-- which included the 
introduction of numerous exotic plants--World’s End’s habitats are healthier and more 
natural than those on any other Harbor Island.  
 
Upland communities feature the visually stunning meadow expanses on Planter’s Hill, 
Pine Hill, and the World’s End drumlin.  These fields, which cover about 40% of the total 
property acreage, are dominated by perennial grasses and forbs, but shrubs and tree 
saplings have encroached onto many fields (Hopping 2000).  These managed fields are 
mown periodically by the Trustees. Thickets of shrubs and young trees, many of them 
exotic species, occur throughout the property.   Thicket communities range from dry, 
ericaceous patches on Rocky Neck to shaded, moist habitats on the edges of the Damde 
Meadows marsh.  Woodlands, featuring a mix of maturing native and non-native tree 
species and densely grown over with understory shrubs, are widespread throughout 
World’s End.    
 
In his analysis of World’s End’s plant communities, Russell Hopping (2000) identified 
upland habitats of particular regional significance.  One of these communities is the oak-
hickory forest on the southeast section of the property, to the east of the Damde Meadows 
marshland.  This forested community is the only closed-canopy habitat in the Harbor 
Islands dominated by native trees. Mature black oak (Quercus velutina), red oak 
(Quercus rubra), and white oak (Quercus alba) are the primary canopy trees.  Mature red 
maple (Acer rubrum), bitternut hickory (Carya cordiformis), hop hornbeam (Ostrya 
virginiana), white pine (Pinus strobus), and hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) grow in 
association with the oaks.  Shrub species include witch hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) and 
highbush cranberry (Viburnum trilobum).  Herbaceous flora in this community is 
characteristic of mature, oak-dominated forests and it represents a unique assemblage for 
the Harbor Islands.  Species include: wild sarsaparilla (Aralia nudicaulis), Indian 
cucumber-root (Medeola virginiana), partridge berry (Mitchella repens), interrupted fern 
(Osmunda claytoniana), false Solomon’s-seal (Smilacina racemosa), blue-stemmed 
goldenrod (Solidago caesia), and New York fern (Thelypteris noveboracensis). 
 
Another significant upland community identified by Hopping is the red cedar woodland 
on the open ledges of Rocky Neck.  This community is classified as a “Maritime Juniper 
Woodland/Shrubland” in Swain and Kearsley’s (2000) “Classification of the Natural 
Communities of Massachusetts”.  This community type is ranked S1 (extermely rare and 
vulnerable to extirpation) in Massachusetts.  The community consists primarily of a semi-
open woodland of red cedars (Juniperus virginiana) on the slopes and ridgetops of Rocky 
Neck.  Native species associated with the cedars include: sand sedge (Bulbostylis 
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capillaris), poverty grass (Danthonia spicata), common hairgrass (Deschampsia 
flexuosa), black huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata), orange grass (Hypericum 
gentianoides), little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), and late lowbush blueberry 
(Vaccinium angustifolium). 
 
The site’s largest wetland complex is the Damde Meadows marsh on the southeast 
section of the property, north of the parking area.  This wetland receives some tidal 
inflow through a broken dam, and has a measure of salinity (Karnauskas 2001).  
Extensive stands of common reed (Phragmites communis) dominate the Damde 
Meadows marsh.  A large population of swamp rose mallow (Hibiscus palustris) grows 
intermixed with and partly camouflaged by the Phragmites.  When the plants are in peak 
bloom in late July and August, this population has a magnificent array of colors, ranging 
from white to pink to deep red.  Other swamp rose mallow populations that I have seen 
(including the Long Island population) consist only of pink flowers.  Marsh edges have 
corridors of swampy thickets, and a wet, semi-open field is located adjacent to a 
boardwalk that crosses the northeast end of Damde Meadows.  This field has unusual 
flora, including the only populations of purple milkwort (Polygala sanguinea) and lance-
leaved violet (Viola lanceolata) found in the Harbor Islands.   
 
A true freshwater wetland is the Ice Pond just south of Rocky Neck.  Hopping (2000) 
suggests that this artificial pond, constructed in the early 20th century, may function as a 
vernal pool, but Karnauskas (2001) did not find aquatic species characteristic of vernal 
pools during visits in the spring and summer of 2001.  Edges of the pond, which had 
standing water throughout the summer, have a dense growth of buttonbush 
(Cephalanthus occidentalis), the only observed location on the Harbor Islands for this 
wetland shrub.  Other plants noted here were purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and a 
small population of brown beakrush (Rhynchospora capitellata).  
 
World’s End also has limited areas of salt marsh, especially on the eastern end of the 
property along the Weir River, and sandy beach, found in the bars between the inner and 
outer drumlin complexes and in small patches elsewhere along the shoreline.  
 
The only rare plant found on World’s End was a large population of showy goldenrod 
(Solidago speciosa), a watch-listed species in Massachusetts.  This population, first 
documented by Russell Hopping in 2000, has approximately 2000+ plants, located in one 
large patch and two smaller patches in the open fields of the World’s End drumlin.  When 
I first observed this large and vigorous population on August 23, it had not yet bloomed.  
I returned on September 8 to photograph the plants in bloom, finding that almost all of 
the 1500+ plants in the largest subpopulation had been mowed, with a scant handful of 
scattered individuals still erect.  The two smaller patches south of the main population 
had not been mowed, leaving approximately 400 plants of the total population intact.  
 
Another unusual plant deserving mention is prairie or freshwater cordgrass (Spartina 
pectinata), which was only found on World’s End.  The plant grows in small populations 
in moist, open conditions near Damde Meadows and in several locations on the south end 
of Rocky Neck.  These World’s End plants support populations of the Spartina borer 
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(Spartinaphaga inops) moth, a species of special concern in Massachusetts (Mello and 
Healey 2002).  
 
World’s End merits two or three additional days of floristic surveys in 2002, in 
conjunction with closer investigations of the significant forest and wetland habitats on 
Rocky Neck and the area surrounding Damde Meadows.  
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