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WEBB STATE PARK PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:   36.0     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   DEM Survey Dates:  June 19, July 16,  

September 6; June 20, 2002; 
September 28, 2002 

Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer negundo (v) Box elder Aceraceae 6/19 old fields 
Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 6/19 old fields, thickets 
Acer pseudoplatanus* Sycamore maple Aceraceae 6/19 old fields 
Acer rubrum Red maple Aceraceae 6/19 old fields 
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Agrostis scabra (v) Northern 

ticklegrass 
Poaceae 9/6 beach strand 

Agrostis sp. (v)  Poaceae 7/18 beach strand 
Allium vineale* Field garlic Liliaceae 6/19 old fields 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Ragweed Asteraceae 7/18 thickets 
Ammophila 
breviligulata (v) 

Beach grass Poaceae 6/19 beach strand 

Amorpha fruticosa* (v) False indigo Fabaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Anagallis arvensis* (v) Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 6/19 old fields 

Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Arenaria serpyllifolia*   Thyme-leaf 

sandwort 
Caryophyllaceae 7/18 old fields 

Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 6/19 old fields 

Aster dumosus Bushy aster Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Aster ericoides Heath aster Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Aster vimineus Small white 

aster 
Asteraceae 9/28/02 thicket edges 

Atriplex patula* (v) Orache Chenopodiaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Barbarea vulgaris*  Winter-cress Brassicaceae 6/19 old fields 
Berberis thunbergii* Japanese barberry Berberidaceae 7/18 thickets 
Berteroa incana* Hoary alyssum Brassicaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Bidens frondosa  Beggar-ticks Asteraceae 7/18 beach strand 
Bromus inermis* Smooth brome Poaceae 6/20/02 old fields 
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Cakile edulenta  Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 7/18 beach strand 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 6/19 old fields 
Carex annectens Yellow-fruited 

fox-sedge 
Cyperaceae 6/19 old fields 

Carex scoparia Broom sedge Cyperaceae 6/20/02 marsh 
Carex sp.  (v)  Cyperaceae 6/19 old fields 
Celastrus orbiculatus* Oriental Celastraceae 6/19 thickets 
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bittersweet 
Celtis occidentalis (v) Hackberry Ulmaceae 6/19 thickets 
Centaurea maculosa* Spotted 

knapweed 
Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 

Cerastium vulgatum Mouse-ear 
chickweed 

Caryophyllaceae 6/19 old fields 

Chenopodium album*   Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 6/19 old fields 
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Oxeye-daisy Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 7/18 old fields 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 6/19 thickets 
Comptonia peregrina Sweet fern Myricaceae 6/19 thickets 
Coreopsis lanceolata* Lance-leaved 

coreopsis 
Asteraceae 6/20/02 old fields 

Cornus amomum Swamp dogwood Cornaceae 6/19 thickets 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 7/18 old fields 
Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 

lace 
Apiaceae 6/19 old fields 

Dianthus armeria* Deptford pink Caryophyllaceae 6/19 old fields 
Digitaria ischaemum*  Smooth crabgrass Poaceae 9/6 old fields 
Distichlis spicata (v) Saltmarsh spike-

grass 
Poaceae 6/19 beach strand, salt marsh 

Elaeagnus 
angustifolia* (v) 

Russian-olive Elaeagnaceae 6/19 old fields 

Elaeagnus umbellata* Autumn-olive Elaeagnaceae 6/19 thickets 
Elytrigia repens Quack grass Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Elytrigia pungens* (v) Seabeach quack-

grass 
Poaceae 6/19 beach strand 

Equisetum arvense  Field horsetail Equisetaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Erigeron annuus  Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Eupatorium maculatum Spotted Joe-pye-

weed 
Asteraceae 7/18 marsh 

Euphorbia esula* Leafy spurge Euphorbiaceae 6/19 lawn 
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaf 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 

Festuca pratensis* Meadow-fescue Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Festuca ovina  Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Festuca rubra  Red fescue Poaceae 7/18 old fields, thickets 
Fraxinus pensylvanica 
(v) 

Green ash Oleaceae 6/19 old fields 

Fumaria officinalis*  Fumitory Fumariaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Galium mollugo* Field-madder Rubiaceae 6/19 old fields 
Gleditsia triacanthos* Honey locust Caesalpinaceae 7/18 old fields 
Gnaphalium 
obtusifolium  

Sweet 
everlassting 

Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 

Hieracium canadense  Canada 
hawkweed 

Asteraceae 9/6 thickets 

Hieracium pratense* King devil Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 6/19 old fields 
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Impatiens capensis  Jewel-weed Balsaminaceae 7/18 marsh 
Iris versicolor Blue-flag Iridaceae 6/19 old fields 
Iva frutescens Saltmarsh elder Asteraceae 6/19 beach strand 
Juncus gerardii  Black grass Juncaceae 6/19 beach strand, salt marsh 
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar Cupressaceae 6/19 old fields 
Lactuca canadensis Yellow wild 

lettuce 
Asteraceae  CHECK RECORDS 

Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Leontodon autumnalis* Fall dandelion Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Lepidium campestre* Field cress Brassicaceae 6/19 old fields 
Lepidium latifolium*  Broad-leaved 

peppergrass 
Brassicaeae 7/18 beach strand 

Lepidium virginicum Poor-man’s 
pepper 

Brassicaceae 6/20/02 old fields 

Limonium nashii  Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Linaria vulgaris*  Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 7/18 thickets 
Lonicera japonica* Japanese 

honeysuckle 
Caprifoliaceae 6/19 thickets 

Lonicera morrowii*  Morrow’s 
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 6/19 thickets 

Lotus corniculatus* Birdsfoot trefoil Fabaceae 6/19 lawn 
Luzula multiflora Common 

woodrush 
Juncaceae 6/20/02 old fields 

Lythrum salicaria* Purple loosestrife Lythraceae 7/16 thicket edge 
Matricaria 
matricarioides* 

Pineapple-weed Asteraceae  CHECK RECORDS 

Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 6/19 lawn 
Medicago sativa* Alfalfa Fabaceae 6/19 lawn, old fields 
Melilotus alba* White sweet-

clover 
Fabaceae 6/19 old fields 

Mirabilis nyctaginea*  Four-o’clock Nyctaginaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/19 thickets 
Oenothera biennis Common 

evening-primrose 
Onagraceae 6/19 old fields 

Oxalis stricta Common yellow 
wood-sorrel 

Oxalidaceae 6/19 old fields 

Panicum clandestinum  Deer-tongue grass Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Panicum sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/19 thickets 

Phalaris arundinacea  Reed canary-
grass 

Poaceae 6/19 old fields, marsh 

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 6/19 old fields, marsh 
Pinus nigra* Austrian pine Pinaceae 6/19 old fields 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 6/19 old fields 
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 6/19 lawn, old fields 
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore Platanaceae 6/19 in field near entrance; 

verify it is not P. hybrida 
Poa annua* Low speargrass Poaceae 6/19 old fields 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 7/18 thickets 
Poa pratensis*  Kentucky 

bluegrass 
Poaceae 6/19 old fields 

Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 6/19 old fields 
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Polygonum 
cuspidatum* 

Japanese 
knotweed 

Polygonaceae 6/19 old fields 

Polygonum persicaria*  Lady’s thumb Polygonaceae 7/18 beach strand 
Polygonum sp.   Polygonaceae   
Populus deltoides Cottonwood Salicaceae 6/19 thickets, marsh 
Populus grandidentata Big-toothed aspen Salicaceae 6/19 thickets 
Populus 
tremuloides/adenopoda  

 Salicaceae 6/19 thickets 

Potentilla argentea Silvery cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/19 old fields 
Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 

cinquefoil 
Rosaceae 6/19 old fields 

Prunus cerasus* Sour cherry Rosaceae 9/6 old fields 
Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 6/19 thickets 
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry Rosaceae 7/18 thickets 
Puccinellia maritima Saltmarsh 

alkali-grass 
Poaceae 6/20/02 salt marsh 

Quercus palustris Pin oak Fagaceae 6/19 old fields  planted 
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/19 thickets 
Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/19 beach strand 

Rhamnus cathartica* Common 
buckthorn 

Rhamnaceae 6/19 old fields 

Rhamnus frangula* Glossy buckthorn Rhamnaceae 6/19 thickets 
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/19 thickets 
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 6/19 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 6/19 thickets 
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 7/18 thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 6/19 thickets 
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/19 old fields 
Rumex crispus* Curled dock Polygonaceae 6/19 old fields 
Salicornia maritima  Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 7/18 salt marsh 
Salix babylonica* Weeping willow Salicaceae 6/19 old fields 
Salix bebbiana Bebb’s willow Salicaceae 6/19 thickets 
Salix discolor Large pussy-

willow 
Salicaceae 6/19 thickets 

Salix nigra  Black willow Salicaceae 7/18 thickets 
Salix sp. (v)  Willow sp. Salicaceae   
Salsola kali Seabeach saltwort Chenopodiaceae 6/19 beach strand 
Saponaria officinalis* Bouncing Bet Caryophyllaceae 7/18 old fields 
Sassafras albidum Sassafras Lauraceae 6/19 thickets 
Schizachyrium 
scoparium 

Little bluestem Poaceae 9/6 old fields 

Scutellaria galericulata Marsh skullcap Lamiaceae 7/18 thickets above beach 
Silene cucubalus* Bladder campion Caryophyllaceae 6/19 old fields 
Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 6/19 old fields 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 6/19 old fields 

Solidago altissima Tall goldenrod Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Solidago nemoralis (v) Gray goldenrod Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 6/19 old fields, beach strand 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
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Spartina alterniflora Saltwater 
cordgrass 

Poaceae 7/18 salt marsh 

Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 7/18 salt marsh 
Spergularia marina Saltmarsh sand-

spurrey 
Caryophyllaceae 7/18 beach strand 

Spiraea latifolia Meadowsweet Rosaceae 7/18 marsh 
Spiraea tomentosa Steeplebush Rosaceae 7/18 marsh 
Strophostyles helvula  Wild bean Fabaceae 9/6 old fields 
Suaeda linearis (v) Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 7/18 beach strand 
Suaeda maritima  Saltmarsh sea-

blite 
Chenopodiaceae 7/18 salt marsh 

Suaeda sp.  (v)  Chenopodiaceae 9/6 beach strand 
Tanacetum vulgare* Tansy Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 6/19 lawn 
Teucrium canadense  American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 7/18 marsh 

Tilia cordata* (v) Small-leaved 
linden 

Tiliaceae 6/19 thickets 

Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/19 thickets 

Tragopogon pratensis* Yellow Goat’s- 
beard 

Asteraceae 6/19 old fields 

Trifolium agrarium* Yellow hop-
clover 

Fabaceae 6/19 old fields 

Trifolium arvense* Rabbit-foot 
clover 

Fabaceae 9/6 old fields 

Trifolium hybridum* Alsike clover Fabaceae 6/19 lawn 
Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 6/19 lawn, old fields 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 6/19 lawn 
Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 6/19 old fields 
Viburnum regognitum  Northern arrow-

wood 
Caprifoliaceae 6/19 thickets 

Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 6/19 old fields 
Vicia sativa* Narrow-leaved 

vetch 
Fabaceae 6/20/02 old fields 

Xanthium echinatum Cocklebur Asteraceae 7/18 beach strand 
     
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Old fields and thickets are the predominant community types on the Webb State Park 
peninsula, the site of a former military installation.  The park’s patchwork of old fields, 
which are in differing stages of succession and comprise different plant associations, 
have a fairly high diversity of native and non-native herbaceous plants.  Webb’s thickets 
have the shrub association characteristic of the Harbor Islands, including Celastrus 
orbiculatus, Myrica gale, Lonicera morrowii, Rhus typhina, Rosa multiflora, 
Toxicodendron radicans.   
 
The park has a distinctive wooded thicket on the east side of Upper Neck Cove.  This 
small community, which may be more correctly classified as a woodland, is dominated 
by hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) and sassafras (Sassafras albidum).  Black cherry 
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(Prunus serotina) and black oak (Quercus velutina) also occur in this dense stand of trees 
and shrubs.  Regrettably, the shrub vegetation in this unusual stand of mostly native trees 
is as weedy as it it elsewhere on the islands--Berberis thunbergii, Lonicera japonica, 
Lonicera morrowii, Rhamnus frangula, Rosa multiflora, and a profusion of 
Toxicodendron radicans—and there is little herbaceous vegetation. 
 
The site has one depressional “ freshwater marsh” in the central part of the island.  
Phragmites communis and reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) dominate this 
disturbed, weedy habitat, which was bone dry when visited on July 16.  Other plants 
found in this depression include Eupatorium maculatum, Impatiens capensis, Spiraea 
latifolia, Spiraea tomentosa, and Teucrium canadense. Goldenrods (Solidago spp.) and 
other typically upland plants also grow in this “marsh”. 
 
Both sides of the peninsula have long stretches of sandy and stony shoreline, and the 
south side of Upper Sandy Neck has a fringe of salt marsh.  No unusual plants were 
found in these tidal habitats, but the salt marsh has a robust growth of cordgrasses 
(Spartina alterniflora and S. patens), black grass (Juncus gerardii), spike grass 
(Distichlis spicata), sea-lavender (Limonium nashii) and sea-blites (Suaeda linearis and 
S. maritima).  
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