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SLATE ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:   12.7     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   DEM      Survey Dates:   June 21, 30 July 02 
 
Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer rubrum Red maple Aceraceae 6/21 thickets 
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/21 open ledges, slate cliffs 
Agrostis hyemalis(v) Southern tickle-

grass 
Poaceae 7/30/02 openings in thickets 

Agrostis stolonifera* 
(v) (check 
nomenclature) 

Bentgrass  Poaceae 7/30/02 openings in thickets—
in S&S, corresponds to 
A. stolonifera var. 
major 

Amelanchier 
canadensis  

Thicket shadbush Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine Ranunculaceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs 
Arenaria serpyllifolia* 
(v)  

Thyme-leaf 
sandwort 

Caryophyllaceae 6/21 open ledges 

Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 6/21 thickets 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 6/21 thickets 

Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 6/21 beach strand, dune swale 
Berberis vulgaris* European 

barberry 
Berberidaceae 6/21 thickets 

Betula populifolia  Gray birch Betulaceae 6/21 thickets 
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 6/21 thickets 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 6/21 thickets 
Celastrus orbiculata* Oriental 

bittersweet 
Celastraceae 7/30/02 thickets, slate cliffs 

Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Ulmaceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs, thickets 
Chenopodium album* Pigweed Chenopodiaceae 7/30/02 beach strand 
Danthonia spicata Poverty grass Poaceae 6/21 open ledges, thicket 

openings 
Dennstaedtia 
punctilobula 

Hay-scented fern Dennstaedtiaceae 6/21 thickets 

Deschampsia flexuosa Common 
hairgrass 

Poaceae 6/21 open ledges 

Dichanthelium 
acuminatum(v) 

Panic grass Poaceae 7/30/02 Dry thicket openings-
CHECK VARIETY 

Euphorbia supina Milk purslane Euphorbiaceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs 
Festuca ovina  Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/21 open ledges, slate cliffs 
Festuca rubra (v) Red fescue Poaceae 6/21 thickets 
Gaylussacia baccata Black 

huckleberry 
Ericaceae 6/21 thickets 

Hieracium pratense* King devil Asteraceae 6/21 open ledges 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Hudsonia ericoides (v) Golden heather Cistaceae 6/21 open ledges 
Iva frutescens Saltmarsh elder Asteraceae 6/21 rocky shoreline, dune 

swale 
Juncus gerardii Black grass Juncaceae 7/30/02 dune swale 
Juncus tenuis Path rush Juncaceae 7/30/02 openings in thickets 
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar Cupressaceae 6/21 thickets 
Lactuca canadensis Wild yellow 

lettuce 
Asteraceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs, thickets 

Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 6/21 beach strand 
Ligusticum scothicum Scotch lovage Apiaceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs 
Limonium nashii  Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 6/21 salt marsh 
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/21 open ledges, slate cliffs 
Linaria vulgaris* Butter and eggs Scrophulariaceae 7/30/02 Upper tideline-stony 

beach 
Lonicera morrowii*  Morrow’s 

honeysuckle 
Caprifoliaceae 6/21 thickets, slate cliffs 

Lysimachia quadrifolia Whorled 
loosestrife 

Primulaceae 6/21 open ledges 

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/21 thickets 
Nepeta cataria* Catnip Lamiaceae 7/30/02 upper beach strand 
Oenothera biennis Evening-

primrose 
Onagraceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs 

Panicum sp.   Poaceae 6/21 thickets 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/21 thickets 

Phalaris arundinacea Reed canary 
grass 

Poaceae 7/30/02 thickets 

Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 6/21 small wetland 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 6/21 open ledges 
Polygonum 
convolvulus* 

Black bindweed Polygonaceae 7/30/02 Upper tideline-sandy 
beach 

Populus grandidentata Big-toothed aspen Salicaceae 6/21 thickets 
Populus tremuloides Quaking aspen Salicaceae 6/21 thickets 
Potentilla argentea Silvery cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Prunus maritima  Beach plum Rosaceae 6/21 beach strand 
Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/21 thickets 
Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 7/30/02 beach strand 

Rhamnus cathartica* Common 
buckthorn 

Rhamnaceae 6/21 thickets 

Rhamnus frangula* Glossy buckthorn Rhamnaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rubus idaeus Wild red 

raspberry 
Rosaceae 6/21 thickets, slate cliffs 

Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/21 open ledges, thickets 
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Rumex crispus* Curled dock Polygonaceae 7/30/02 Upper tideline-stony 
beach 

Salicornia maritima Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 6/21 rocky shoreline 
Salix bebbiana Bebb’s willow Salicaceae 6/21 thickets 
Salsola kali Saltwort Chenopodiaceae 7/30/02 beach strand 
Silene cucubalus* Bladder campion Caryophyllaceae 6/21 thickets 
Smilacina stellata Starry false-

Solomon’s-seal 
Liliaceae 7/30/02 thickets 

Solidago rugosa Rough-stemmed 
goldenrod 

Asteraceae 7/30/02 thickets 

Smilax rotundifolia Bullbrier Smilacaceae 6/21 thickets 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 7/30/02 dune swale, beach, 

slate cliffs 
Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/30/02 slate cliffs 
Spartina alterniflora Saltwater 

cordgrass 
Poaceae 6/21 salt marsh, rocky 

shoreline 
Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 6/21 salt marsh, rocky 

shoreline 
Suaeda linearis (v) Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 7/30/02 Upper tideline on stony 

beach 
Suaeda maritima (v) Salt marsh sea-

blite 
Chenopodiaceae 7/30/02 Beach strand, salt 

marsh 
Teucrium canadense American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 7/30/02 Upper beach strand 

Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/21 thickets, openings 

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 6/21 thickets, slate cliffs 
Viburnum regognitum  Northern arrow-

wood 
Caprifoliaceae 6/21 thickets 

     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Slate Island was surveyed only once, in June, 2001. It deserves another, more thorough 
visit later in the season in 2002.   
 
The island’s upland habitats consist primarily of dense thickets of shrubs and small trees, 
including Betula populifolia, Lonicera morrowii, Myrica gale, Populus grandidentata 
and P. tremuloides, and Rhus typhina.  The island’s poison ivy (Toxicododendron 
radicans) population is exceptionally large, dominating patches of dense thickets on the 
upper part of the island. Hay-scented fern (Dennstaedtia punctilobula) also grows in 
abundance in more open thickets.   
 
The highest part of the island has dry, open, “barren” patches on slate outcroppings. Two 
unusual plants found in these open habitats include a small population of golden heather 
(Hudsonia ericoides) growing in a dry opening on the western side of the island.  This 
plant, which typically grows on sandy barrens, was not found anywhere else in the 
Harbor Islands.  In the same area, there is a whorled loosestrife (Lysimachia quadrifolia) 
population, otherwise found only on World’s End.  
 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Shoreline habitats were investigated rapidly, and the species noted for the rocky 
shoreline, mudflats, and patches of sandy beach (Atriplex patula, Limonium nashii, 
Spartina alterniflora and S. patens) are an incomplete representation of the flora of these 
habitats on Slate Island.  The southeastern side of the island has a small, open freshwater 
pool, with Phragmites growing on its edges.  
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