Island Acreage: 3.6

RACCOON ISLAND PLANTS

Quadrangle: Hull

Owner: DEM Survey Dates: July 31; 8/13/02
Rare Plants:
Species Scientific Species Common | Family Date Habitat
Name Name Observed
Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 7/31 thickets
Acer pseudoplatanus* | Sycamore maple | Aceraceae 8/13/02 thickets
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow | Asteraceae 7/31 thickets
Ailanthus altissima* Tree-of-heaven Simaroubaceae 7/31 thickets
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Poaceae 8/13/02 thickets
bentgrass
Arenaria serpyllifolia* | Thyme-leaf Caryophyllaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
sandwort
Aronia arbutifolia Red chokeberry Rosaceae 7/31 thickets
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 8/13/02 thickets
Asclepias syriaca Common Asclepediaceae 7/31 thickets
milkweed
Asparagus officinalis* | Asparagus Liliaceae 8/13/02 thickets
Aster ericoides Heath aster Asteraceae 8/13/02 thickets
Betula populifolia Gray birch Betulaceae 7/31 thickets
Bromus tectorum* Downy chess Poaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
Cakile edulenta Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
Carex hormathodes Salt marsh straw- | Cyperaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
sedge
Celastrus orbiculatus* | Oriental Celastraceae 7/31 thickets
bittersweet
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Ulmaceae 7/31 thickets
Chenopodium album* Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 7/31 salt marsh
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 7/31 thickets, rocks in spray
zone
Convallaria majallis* Lily-of-the-valley | Liliaceae 7/31 thickets

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph




Conyza canadensis Horseweed Asteraceae 7/31 thickets
Crataegus monogyna* | One-seeded Rosaceae 8/13/02 open ledges
hawthorn
Cynanchum nigrum* Black swallow- Asclepidaceae 7/31 thickets, stony
wort beachfront
Cyperus filiculmis Flatsedge Cyperaceae 7/31 thickets
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 7/31 thickets
Danthonia spicata Poverty grass Poaceae 7/31 open ledges
Daucus carota Queen Anne’s Apiaceae 7/31 thickets
lace
Digitaria ischaemum* | Smooth crabgrass | Poaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
(V)
Distichlis spicata Saltmarsh spike- | Poaceae 7/31 salt marsh
grass
Elytrigia pungens* (v) | Seabeach quack- | Poaceae 7/31 open ledges
grass
Eragrostis spectabilis Purple lovegrass | Poaceae 7/31 open ledges
(V)
Festuca ovina Sheep fescue Poaceae 7/31 open ledges
Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae 8/13/02 thickets
Fraxinus pensylvanica | Green ash Oleaceae 7/31 thickets
Hieracium canadense | Canada Asteraceae 8/13/02 thickets
hawkweed
Hypericum Common St. Clusiaceae 8/13/02 thickets
perforatum* Johnswort
Iva frutescens Saltmarsh elder Asteraceae 7/31 salt marsh
Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 7/31 thickets
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar | Cupressaceae 7/31 thickets
Lactuca canadensis Yellow wild Asteraceae 7/31 thickets
lettuce
Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 7/31 salt marsh
Lepidium latifolium* Broad-leaved Brassicaeae 7/31 salt marsh
peppergrass
Limonium nashii Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 7/31 salt marsh, rocks in
spray zone
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 7/31 open ledges
Linaria vulgaris* Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
Malus sp. Crabapple Rosaceae 7/31 thickets
Mirabilis nyctaginea* Four-o’clock Nyctaginaceae 7/31 beach strand
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 7/31 thickets
Oenathera biennis Common Onagraceae 7/31 thickets
evening-primrose
Panicum sp. Poaceae 7/31 open ledges—CHECK
(acuminatum) NOMENCLATURE—
var. villosum?
Parthenocissus Virginia creeper | Vitaceae 8/13/02 thickets
quinquefolia
Philadelphus Mock-orange Hydrangeaceae 8/13/02 thickets
coronarius*
Phragmites communis | Common reed Poaceae 7/31 rocks in spray zone
Phytolacca americana | Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 7/31 thickets
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass | Poaceae 7/31 open ledges

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph




Polygonum Black bindweed Polygonaceae 7/31 open ledges
convolvulus*
Populus grandidentata | Big-toothed aspen | Salicaceae 7/31 thickets
Populus Salicaceae 7/31 thickets
tremuloides/adenopoda
Puccinellia maritima Saltmarsh alkali | Poaceae 8/13/02 rocks in spray zone
grass
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 7/31 thickets
Rhus coppalinum Winged sumac Anacardiaceae 7/31 open ledges
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 7/31 thickets
Rhus coppalinum Winged sumac Anacardiaceae 8/13/02 open ledges
Rhus glabra Smooth sumac Anacardiaceae 8/13/02 thickets
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 7/31 thickets
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 8/13/02 thickets
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 7/31 edge of salt marsh
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry | Rosaceae 7/31 thickets
Rubus idaeus Wild red Rosaceae 7/31 thickets
raspberry
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 7/31 open ledges
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 7/31 thickets
Salicornia maritima Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 7/31 salt marsh
Saponaria officinalis* | Bouncing Bet Caryophyllaceae 7/31 thickets
Schizachyrium Little bluestem Poaceae 7/31 open ledges
scoparium*
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet Solanaceae 7/31 thickets
nightshade
Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Asteraceae 7/31 thickets
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod | Asteraceae 7/31 thickets
Solidago sempevirens Seaside Asteraceae 7/31 salt marsh
goldenrod
Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle | Asteraceae 7/31 thickets, open ledges
Sorbus aucuparia* European Rosaceae 7/31 thickets
mountain-ash
Spartina alterniflora Saltwater Poaceae 7/31 salt marsh
cordgrass
Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 7/31 salt marsh
Suaeda linearis Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 7/31 salt marsh
Tilia americana Basswood Tiliaceae 7/31 thickets
Toxicodendron Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 7/31 thickets
radicans
Ulmus pumila Siberian elm Ulmaceae 8/13/02 thickets
Verbascum thapsus™ Common mullein | Scrophulariaceae 7/31 beach strand, open
ledges

Notes on Habitats and Flora

Staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina) and poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) are abundant
throughout the shrub thickets covering most of this small, rocky island. Other common
shrub thicket species include bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica), multiflora rose (Rosa
multiflora), and red raspberry (Rubus idaeus). Taller thickets have patches of gray birch
(Betula populifolia), aspen (Populus spp.), and tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima) trees,

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph



and a few remnant large trees, including Norway maple (Acer platanoides) and black oak
(Quercus velutina).

Open ledges with a small population of winged sumac (Rhus coppalinum), one of only
two islands where this sumac species was observed in these surveys (the other one being
Spectacle, where it was probably introduced), are located on the west side of the island
along its upper ridgeline.

Shoreline habitats include rock outcroppings exposed to spray, a salt marsh fringe on the
island’s south side, and a small area of beach.

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph
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