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OUTER BREWSTER ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:   20.1     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   DEM      Survey Dates:  July 3, 31 July 02 
 
Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Agrostis sp. (v)  Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Apios americana Groundnut Fabaceae 7/3 moist thicket 
Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress Brassicaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Bidens frondosa Beggar ticks Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Brassica nigra* Black mustard Brassicaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Cakile edulenta  Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 7/3 rocks in spray zone 
Chenopodium album Pigweed Chenopodiaceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Oxeye-daisy Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 7/3 moist thicket, old fields 
Crataegus sp. Hawthorn Rosaceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 7/31/02 old fields, thickets 
Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 

lace 
Apiaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Dianthus armeria* Deptford pink Caryophyllaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Elytrigia repens  Quack-grass Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Epilobium ciliatum (v) American willow-

herb 
Onagraceae 7/3 moist thicket 

Epilobium hirsutum* Hairy willow-
herb 

Onagraceae 7/3 moist thicket 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Erigeron strigosus Rough fleabane Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Euthamia tenuifolia Lance-leaved 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields-small patch 

Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae 7/31/02 old fields, thickets 
Hieracium canadense Canada 

hawkweed 
Asteraceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Holcus lanatus Velvet grass Poaceae 7/31/02 moist thicket 
Impatiens capensis  Jewel-weed Balsaminaceae 7/3 moist thicket 
Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Lepidium virginicum 
(v) 

Wild peppergrass Brassicaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Linaria vulgaris* Butter and eggs Scrophulariaceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Lycopus americanus American water-

horehound 
Lamiaceae 7/3 moist thicket 

Malus pumila* Apple Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Melilotus officinalis Yellow sweet 

clover 
Fabaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Nepeta cataria* Catnip Lamiaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Onopordum 
acanthium* 

Scotch thistle Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields (big patch-S. 
side of island) 

Panicum sp.   Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Phalaris arundinacea Reed canary 
grass 

Poaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Phytolacca americana Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Polygonum 
convolvulus 

Black bindweed Polygonaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Polygonum 
lapathifolium 

Nodding 
smartweed 

Polygonaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Polygonum sp. (v)  Polygonaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Populus tremuloides Quaking aspen Salicaceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Portulaca oleracea* Common 

purslane 
Portulacaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 
cinquefoil 

Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Ranunculus acris* Tall buttercup Ranunculaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous 

buttercup 
Ranunculaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Rubus idaeus Wild red 

raspberry 
Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Rubus laciniatus* Cut-leaved 
blackberry 

Rosaceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Rubus sp.   Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Salix bebbiana Bebb’s willow Salicaceae 7/3 moist thicket 
Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Sambucus canadensis Common 

elderberry 
Caprifoliaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 
nightshade 

Solanaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Solidago sempevirens Seaside 
goldenrod 

Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Sonchus asper* Spiny sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-

thistle 
Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Spiraea latifolia Meadowsweet Rosaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Tanacetum vulgare* Tansy Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Teucrium canadense American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison ivy Anacardiaceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Tragopogon pratensis* Yellow Goat’s- 
beard 

Asteraceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Ulmus pumila* (v) Siberian elm Ulmaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Urtica dioica ssp. 
gracilis* 

Stinging nettle Urticaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 7/3 rough old fields; thickets 
Xanthium echinatum Cocklebur Asteraceae 7/3 moist thicket 
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
This list is incomplete.  Outer Brewster was visited only once, on July 3, for just over an 
hour.  It merits another, more thorough survey.    
 
Outer Brewster’s habitats are similar to those of Middle Brewster, primarily upland shrub 
thickets and open patches of perennial forbs, but the vegetation is more varied.  There is a 
small, moist thicket downslope (east) of the Battery Jewell fortifications, which has a 
plant association typical of moist soils (including Apios americana, Epilobium hirsutum, 
Impatiens capensis, and Salix bebbiana).  The only trees noted on the island were one 
individual each of apple (Malus pumila), black cherry (Prunus serotina), and Siberian 
elm (Ulmus pumila). 
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