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MIDDLE BREWSTER ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage: 13.6     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   DEM      Survey Dates:  July 3, August 3; 8 August  
                   2002 
Rare Plants:  Angelica lucida (WL; 1976) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Alopecurus pratensis* Meadow foxtail Poaceae 8/8/02 thickets 
Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 7/3 thickets 
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 7/3 rocks, thickets 
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 8/8/02 rocks in spray zone 
Brassica nigra* Black mustard Brassicaceae 7/3 rocks 
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 7/3 rocks 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 8/3 thickets 
Chenopodium album*  Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 7/3 thickets, rocks 
Chenopodium rubrum Coast-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/8/02 rocks in spray zone 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 7/3 thickets 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 8/3 thickets 
Cuscuta gronovii Common dodder Cuscutaceae 8/8/02 climbing on vegetation-

rocks in spray zone 
Datura stramonium* Jimson-weed Solanaceae 8/3 rocks 
Elytrigia repens  Quack-grass Poaceae 7/3 thickets 
Humulus japonicus* Japanese hops Cannabaceae 8/8/02 thickets 
Impatiens capensis  Jewel-weed Balsaminaceae 8/3 marsh 
Lactuca scariola* Prickly lettuce Asteraceae 8/8/02 thickets 
Lycopus americanus American water-

horehound 
Lamiaceae 8/3 marsh 

Malva neglecta* (v) Common mallow Malvaceae 7/3 rocks 
Onopordum 
acanthium* 

Scotch thistle Asteraceae 8/8/02 opening in thickets 

Phytolacca americana  Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 7/3 thickets 
Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 8/8/02 thickets 
Polygonum 
lapathifolium  

Nodding 
smartweed 

Polygonaceae 8/3 thickets 

Portulaca oleracea* Common 
purslane 

Portulacaceae 7/3 rocks 

Potentilla anserina Silverweed Roseacae 7/3 rocks on edge of tidal 
pool 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 7/3 thickets 
Rubus allegheniensis 
(v) 

Allegheny 
blackberry 

Rosaceae 7/3 thickets  Verify species 

Rumex crispus* Curled dock Polygonaceae 7/3 thickets 
Rumex salicifolius* Willow-leaf dock Polygonaceae 8/8/02 rocks in spray zone—

verify ID 
Sambucus canadensis Common 

elderberry 
Caprifoliaceae 7/3 thickets 

Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 
nightshade 

Solanaceae 7/3 thickets 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade Solanaceae 8/3 thickets 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 8/8/02 rocks in spray zone 

Syringa vulgaris* Lilac Oleaceae 8/3 thickets 
Teucrium canadense American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 7/3 rocks, thickets 

Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 7/3 thickets 
Typha latifolia Cattail Typhaceae 8/3 marsh 
Ulmus pumila* Siberian elm Ulmaceae 7/3 thickets 
Urtica dioca ssp. 
gracilis 

Slender stinging 
nettle 

Urticaceae 7/3 thickets 

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 7/3 rocks 
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Middle Brewster is a forbidding island.  Slippery, guano-slicked cliffs and outcrops 
surround the island, and the top is covered by dense patches of shrubs and rough 
perennial forbs. The island’s southwestern side has copses of Siberian elm (Ulmus 
pumila), while the center is dominated by large patches of blackberry (Rubus 
allegheniensis) and stinging nettle (Urtica dioca ssp. gracilis).  Traversing Middle 
Brewster is a challenge.  
 
A small cattail (Typha latifolia) marsh is located on the island’s eastern end.  The marsh 
was completely dry when it was surveyed for plants on August 3.  Mandy Karnauskas 
collected a specimen of silverweed (Potentilla anserina) at a rock pool in the vicinity of 
the marsh on July 3.  This is the only known location on the Harbor Islands for this 
saltmarsh species.  
 
This island should be investigated for flora once more in 2002.  The difficulty of the 
landing and terrain and the belligerence of the gulls during nesting season should be 
borne in mind. 
 
In 1976, Julio Hernandez reported seaside angelica (Angelica lucida) on the island.  The 
most likely location for this watch-listed species is the cattail marsh, but I did not see it in 
2001.  The marsh should be checked again for this species, and also for the extent of the 
silverweed population. 
 
 


	MIDDLE BREWSTER ISLAND PLANTS
	Poaceae
	Asteraceae
	Atriplex patula*
	Chenopodiaceae

	Brassica nigra*
	Brassicaceae

	Bromus tectorum* 
	Jimson-weed

	Elytrigia repens 
	Poaceae

	Humulus japonicus*
	Impatiens capensis 
	Potentilla anserina
	Rhus typhina
	Rumex crispus*
	Rumex salicifolius*
	Sambucus canadensis
	Solanum nigrum*
	Black nightshade

	Solidago sempevirens
	Asteraceae

	Syringa vulgaris*
	Oleaceae

	Teucrium canadense
	Trifolium pratense*
	Fabaceae

	Typha latifolia
	Ulmus pumila*
	Urtica dioca ssp. gracilis
	Verbascum thapsus*

