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LOVELL ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:  61.9     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   DCR      Survey Dates:  July 2, August 1; June 5,  
         2002; August 8, 2002 
Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer pseudoplatanus* Sycamore maple Aceraceae 7/2 thickets 
Acer rubrum Red maple Aceraceae 8/1 sandy thicket 
Aesculus 
hippocastanum* 

Horse chestnut Hippocastanaceae 7/2 thickets 

Agrostis sp.  Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Ailanthus altissima* Tree-of-heaven Simaroubaceae 7/2 thickets 
Amaranthus sp. (v)  Amaranthaceae 8/1 beach strand 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Ragweed Asteraceae 7/2 marsh, disturbed 

grounds 
Ammophila 
breviligulata 

Beach grass Poaceae 7/2 beach strand, dunes 

Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 7/2 thickets 
Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 7/2 old fields 

Arctium lappa* Great burdock Asteraceae 7/2 disturbed grounds 
Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 8/1 sandy thicket 
Arenaria serpyllifolia*  Thyme-leaf 

sandwort 
Caryophyllaceae 7/2 old fields 

Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 7/2 old fields 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 7/2 old fields 

Asparagus officinalis* Asparagus Liliaceae 7/2 disturbed grounds 
Athryium filix-femina Lady fern Dryopteridaceae 7/2 thicket in old foundation 
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 7/2 marsh 
Betula populifolia  Gray birch Betulaceae 7/2 thickets 
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Cakile edulenta  Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 7/2 beach strand 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 7/2 marsh 
Carex cephalophora Head sedge Cyperaceae 6/5/02 thickets 
Carex sp. (v)  Cyperaceae 7/2 old fields 
Celastrus orbiculatus* Oriental 

bittersweet 
Celastraceae 7/2 dune thicket 

Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Ulmaceae 6/5/02 thickets 

Cerastium vulgatum Mouse-ear 
chickweed 

Caryophyllaceae 7/2 old fields 

Chelidonium majus* Celandine Papaveraceae 7/2 thickets 
Chenopodium album*  Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 7/2 beach strand 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 7/2 old fields 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 7/2 CHECK RECORDS 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Cornus racemosa Gray-stemmed 
dogwood 

Cornaceae 8/1 thickets 

Cornus sp. (v) Dogwood sp. Cornaceae 7/2 thickets 
Crataegus sp. Hawthorn Rosaceae 6/5/02 dry fields 
Cuscuta gronovii Common dodder Cuscutaceae 7/2 marsh 
Cynanchum nigrum* Black swallow-

wort 
Asclepidaceae 8/1 beach strand 

Cyperus filiculmis (v) Flatsedge Cyperaceae 7/2 old fields 
Cyperus sp. (v)  Cyperaceae 7/2 old fields 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 7/2 thickets 
Datura stramonium* Jimson-weed Solanaceae 7/2 old fields 
Dryopteris intermedia Intermediate 

woodfern 
Dryopteridaceae 7/2 thicket in old foundation 

Elytrigia repens (v)  Poaceae 7/2 old fields, disturbed 
grounds 

Epipactis helleborine* 
(p) 

Helleborine Orchidaceae 7/2 thickets 

Eragrostis sp. (v)  Poaceae 8/1 sandy thicket 
Erigeron annuus  Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 7/2 disturbed grounds 
Euphorbia maculata Spotted spurge Euphorbiaceae 7/2  
Festuca ovina  Sheep fescue Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Festuca rubra (v) Red fescue Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Fraxinus sp. (v) Ash sp. Oleaceae 7/2 thickets 
Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 7/2 old fields 

Iris pseudacorus* (p) Yellow iris Iridaceae 6/5/02 beach strand, thickets 
Juncus gerardii Black grass Juncaceae 7/2 marsh 
Juncus tenuis Path rush Juncaceae 7/2 disturbed grounds 
Lepidium latifolium* 
(v) 

Broad-leaved 
peppergrass 

Brassicaeae 7/2 marsh 

Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/5/02 dry old fields 
Luzula multiflora Common 

woodrush 
Juncaceae 6/5/02 thickets 

Lythrum salicaria* Purple loosestrife Lythraceae 8/1 marsh 
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 7/2 dune thicket 
Onopordum 
acanthium* 

Scotch thistle Asteraceae 8/1 beach strand 

Oxalis stricta Common yellow 
wood-sorrel 

Oxalidaceae 7/2 disturbed grounds 

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 7/2 marsh 
Phytolacca americana  Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 7/2 old fields, disturbed 

grounds 
Picea abies* Norway spruce Pinaceae 7/2 thickets 
Pinus nigra* Austrian pine Pinaceae 7/2 fields, thickets 
Pinus sylvestris* Scotch pine Pinaceae 8/1 thickets 
Poa annua* Low speargrass Poaceae 7/2 thickets 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Poa pratensis*  Kentucky 

bluegrass 
Poaceae 7/2 old fields 

Poa sp. (v)  Poaceae 7/2 old fields 
Polygonum 
lapathifolium  

Nodding 
smartweed 

Polygonaceae 8/1 marsh 

Polygonum sp. (v)  Polygonaceae 7/2 marsh 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Populus alba* White poplar Salicaceae 7/2 thickets 
Populus deltoides Eastern 

cottonwood 
Salicaceae 7/2 old fields 

Populus grandidentata Big-toothed aspen Salicaceae 7/2 thickets 
Populus 
tremuloides/adenopoda 

 Salicaceae 7/2 thickets 

Portulaca oleraceae* Common 
purslane 

Portulacaceae 7/2 old fields, disturbed 
grounds 

     
Potentilla argentea* Silvery cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/5/02 dry fields 
Prunus maritima (c) Beach plum Rosaceae 7/2 thickets 
Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 7/2 thickets 
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry Rosaceae 7/2 thickets 
Quercus robur* English oak Fagaceae 7/2 thickets 
Ranunculus acris* Tall buttercup Ranunculaceae 7/2 thickets 
Ranunculus bulbosus* Bulbous 

buttercup 
Ranunculaceae 6/5/02 thickets 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 7/2 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 7/2 thickets 
Rosa sp. A cultivated rose-

escape 
Rosaceae 7/2 dune thicket 

Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 7/2 dune thicket 
Rubus laciniatus* Cut-leaved 

blackberry 
Rosaceae 8/1 thickets 

Rubus sp. (v)  Rosaceae 7/2 thicket edge 
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 7/2  
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 7/2 thickets, disturbed 

grounds 
Salix bebbiana Bebb’s willow Salicaceae 7/2 thickets 
Salsola kali (v) Seabeach saltwort Chenopodiaceae 7/2 beach strand 
Sambucus canadensis Common 

elderberry 
Caprifoliaceae 7/2 thickets 

Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 7/2 thickets 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 7/2 thickets 

Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade Solanaceae 7/2 old fields 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 7/2 marsh 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/2 marsh 
Sonchus asper* Spiny sow-thistle Asteraceae 8/1 old fields 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Stellaria graminea* Field stitchwort Caryophyllaceae 7/2 old fields 
Suaeda linearis (v) Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/1 beach strand 
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 7/2  
Teucrium canadense  American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 7/2 old fields 

Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 7/2 thickets 

Tragopogon pratensis* Goat’s-beard Asteraceae 6/5/02 thickets 
Trifolium hybridum* Alsike clover Fabaceae 8/1 marsh 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 7/2 old fields, disturbed 

grounds 
Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 7/2 old fields, disturbed 

grounds 
Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 7/2 old fields 
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Lovell Island’s upland communities include a variety of thickets and old fields as well as 
disturbed grounds adjacent to roads, fortifications, foundations, and picnic/camping 
areas.  Much of the island’s upland vegetation is weedy and invasive.   
 
Thickets on the northern side of the central drumlin are moist and well-shaded, 
approximating woodland communities.  The dominant trees in these thickets are English 
oak (Quercus robur) and black cherry (Prunus serotina).  Old foundation ruins on the 
northern end of the island are also moist and densely vegetated.  Lady fern (Athyrium 
filix-femina) and intermediate woodfern (Dryopteris intermedia), species rare on the 
islands, grow among these old foundations.  Most of the island’s thickets are drier, 
dominated by shrubs such as staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina) and bayberry (Myrica 
pensylvanica). 
 
Lovell Island has one wetland, a disturbed Phragmites marsh near the island’s 
northeastern end.  Besides Phragmites australis, invasive species such as purple 
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and broad-leaved pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 
grow abundantly in this wetland, which was completely dry when it was surveyed on 
August 1.  
 
The island has long stretches of sandy and stony beach, especially on the southern half of 
the island, and some dunes.  These beaches and dunes have the most extensive stands of 
beach grass (Ammophila breviligulata) found on the Harbor Islands.  Mark Mello and 
Darrah Healey (2002) found a moth species of special concern, Abagrostis nefascia, in 
the dunes and beaches in the southern half of the island.  Dense shrub thickets occur 
behind some of the dunes.  
 
Note: The Friends of the Boston Harbor Islands are conducting a revegetation project on 
Lovell Island, and have planted a variety of native oaks and hickory on the central 
drumlin.  These species have not yet naturalized on the island, and are not included in this 
inventory list. 
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