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LITTLE BREWSTER ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:  3.1     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:  U.S. Coast Guard     Survey Dates:  July 13 
 
Rare Plants:  Geranium caolinianum var. confertiflorum (1998) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 7/13  
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Ragweed Asteraceae 7/13  
Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 7/13  
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 7/13  
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 7/13  
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 7/13  
Cakile edulenta  Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 7/13  
Carex sp.   Cyperaceae 7/13  
Cerastium vulgatum Mouse-ear 

chickweed 
Caryophyllaceae 7/13  

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 7/13  
Euphorbia maculata Spotted spurge Euphorbiaceae 7/13  
Festuca rubra  Red fescue Poaceae 7/13  
Juncus gerardii Black grass Juncaceae 7/13  
Leontodon autumnalis Fall dandelion Asteraceae 7/13  
Lepidium virginicum Wild peppergrass Brassicaceae 7/13  
Lolium perenne* Perennial rye-

grass 
Poaceae 7/13  

Malva neglecta* Common mallow Malvaceae 7/13  
Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 7/13  
Oxalis stricta Common yellow 

wood-sorrel 
Oxalidaceae 7/13  

Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 7/13  
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 7/13  
Plantago rugelli Pale plantain Plantaginaceae 7/13  
Poa annua* Low speargrass Poaceae 7/13  
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 7/13  
Poa sp. (v)  Poaceae 7/13  
Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 7/13  
Polygonum 
convolvulus* 

Black bindweed Polygonaceae 7/13  

Portulaca oleraceae* Common 
purslane 

Portulacaceae 7/13  

Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 7/13  
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 7/13  
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 7/13  
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 7/13  



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade Solanaceae 7/13  
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 7/13  

Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-
thistle 

Asteraceae 7/13  

Spergularia marina (v) Saltmarsh sand-
spurrey 

Caryophyllaceae 7/13  

Trifolium arvense* Rabbit-foot 
clover 

Fabaceae 7/13  

Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 7/13  
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 7/13  
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Little Brewster’s native and naturalized plant life is for the most part confined to the 
edges of buildings, lawns, and concrete walkways in this mostly developed island.  A few 
salt-tolerant plant species occur on exposed rocks in the spray zone.   
 
In 1998 or 1999 Sally Snowman documented and mapped a population of Carolina 
cranesbill (Geranium carolinianum var. confertiflorum) on the edge of the concrete 
walkway (Snowman 1999, and personal communication).  I looked hard for these plants 
and asked Sally, who was working on the island that day, where she had found them.  She 
told me the exact location, but there were no Carolina cranesbill plants there this year.  
The plants may have entered Little Brewster as seed mixed with a lawn seed mix, 
sprouted and briefly survived, and have since disappeared.  There may be a seedbank, 
and it is possible the plants could reappear.   
 
Snowman (1999) recorded several other species on the island that I missed during my 
visit, including timothy (Phleum pratense), wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum), 
saltwater cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora), and saltmarsh sea-blite (Suaeda maritima).  
 
The survey in 2001 was rapid, and the island should be investigated once more in 2002. 
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