Island Acreage: 5.2

LANGLEE ISLAND PLANTS

Owner: Town of Hingham

Quadrangle: Hull

Survey Dates: June 27, August 20, 14

August 2002
Rare Plants: Geranium carolinianum var. confertiflorum (WL)
Suaeda calceoliformis (SC-1984)
Species Scientific Species Common | Family Date Habitat
Name Name Observed
Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Acer pseudoplatanus* | Sycamore maple | Aceraceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Acer rubrum Red maple Aceraceae 8/20 woodlands
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow | Asteraceae 6/27 thickets
Agrostis sp. Poaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline
Ailanthus altissima* Tree-of-heaven Simaroubaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Alliaria petiolata* Garlic mustard Brassicaceae 6/27 rock outcrops, thicket
edges
Ambrosia artemisiifolia | Ragweed Asteraceae 6/27 rock outcrops, thickets
Amelanchier Thicket shadbush | Rosaceae 6/27 rocky shoreline
canadensis
Amelanchier Running Rosaceae 6/27 thickets Verify
stolonifera (v) shadbush
Arenaria serpyllifolia* | Thyme-leaf Caryophyllaceae 8/20 rock outcrops
(v) sandwort
Asclepias syriaca Common Asclepediaceae 8/20 thickets
milkweed
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 8/20 beach strand, thickets
Barbarea vulgaris* Wintercress Brassicaceae 6/18/02 thickets
Berberis thunbergii* Japanese barberry | Berberidaceae 8/20 thickets
Betula populifolia Gray birch Betulaceae 6/27 thickets
Bidens frondosa Beggar-ticks Asteraceae 8/20 thickets
Bromus tectorum* Downy chess Poaceae 8/20 rock outcrops
Bulbostylis capillaris Sand sedge Cyperaceae 8/20 rock outcrops
v)
Cakile edulenta Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 6/27 beach strand
Carex scoparia Broom sedge Cyperaceae 6/18/02 thickets
Carex swanii Swan’s sedge Cyperaceae 6/18/02 thickets
Celastrus orbiculatus* | Oriental Celastraceae 6/27 thickets
bittersweet
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Ulmaceae 6/27 woodlands, rock
outcrops
Cerastium vulgatum Mouse-ear Caryophyllaceae 6/27 rock outcrops
chickweed
Chenopodium album* Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky
(V) shoreline
Chenopodium rubrum Coast-blite Chenopodiaceae 6/27 beach strand
(V)
Chrysanthemum Oxe-eye daisy Asteraceae 6/18/02 rock outcrops

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph




leucanthemum*

Convallaria majallis* Lily-of-the-valley | Liliaceae 8/20 woodlands

Conyza canadensis Horseweed Asteraceae rock outcrops

Crataegus monogyna* | English Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets
hawthorn

Danthonia spicata Poverty grass Poaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Deschampsia flexuosa | Common Poaceae 6/27 rock outcrops, thickets
hairgrass

Dianthus armeria* Deptford pink Caryophyllaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Digitaria sanguinalis* | Tall crab-grass Poaceae 8/20 rock outcrops

Eragrostis sp. (v) Poaceae 8/20 rock outcrops

Erechtites hieraciifolia | Fireweed Asteraceae 8/20 thickets

Erigeron annuus Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Euphorbia maculata Spotted spurge Euphorbiaceae 8/20 rock outcrops

Festuca ovina Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Fraxinus pensylvanica | Green ash Oleaceae 8/20 thickets Verify.

Gaylussacia baccata Black Ericaceae 6/27 thickets
huckleberry

Geranium Carolina Geraniaceae 6/27 rock outcrops and

carolinianum var. | crane’s-bill crevices

confertiflorum

(WL)(v.p)

Gleditsia triacanthos* | Honey locust Caesalpinaceae 6/27 thickets

Hedeoma pulegioides American Lamiaceae 8/20 rock outcrops

(V) pennyroyal

Heracleum maximum Cow-parsnip Apiaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Hieracium canadense Canada Asteraceae 8/20 thickets
hawkweed

Hypericum Orange grass Clusiaceae 8/20 rock outcrops

gentianoides (v)

Hypericum Common St. Clusiaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

perforatum* Johns-wort

Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 6/27 thickets, rock outcrops

Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar | Cupressaceae 6/27 woodlands, rock

outcrops

Larix decidua* European larch Pinaceae 6/27 thickets

Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline

Ligustrum sp.* Privet Oleaceae 8/20 thickets

Limonium nashii Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 6/27 beach strand

Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/27 outcrops

Linaria vulgaris* Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 8/20 thickets

Lonicera morrowii* Morrow’s Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets
honeysuckle

Lonicera xylosteum* European fly- Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets Verify.
honeysuckle

Lycopus americanus American water- | Lamiaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline
horehound

Morus alba White mulberry Moraceae 6/27 outcrops

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/27 thickets

Oenathera biennis Common Onagraceae 6/27 thickets
evening-primrose

Parthenocissus Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands

quinquefolia

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph




Phytolacca americana | Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline
Polygonum aviculare Doorweed Polygonaceae 8/20 rock outcrops
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass | Poaceae 6/27 thickets
Populus alba* White poplar Salicaceae 8/20 thickets
Portulaca oleraceae* Common Portulacaceae 8/20 rock outcrops
purslane
Prunus avium* Sweet cherry Rosaceae 6/27 thickets
Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Phytolacca americana | Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 6/18/02 thickets
Quercus robur* English oak Fagaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Raphanus Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/27 outcrops, rocky
raphanistrum* shoreline
Rhamnus cathartica* Common Rhamnaceae 8/20 thickets
buckthorn
Rhamnus frangula* Glossy buckthorn | Rhamnaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/27 thickets
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 8/20 thickets
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 8/20 thickets
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry | Rosaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
Rubus idaeus Wild red Rosaceae 6/27 thickets
raspberry
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 8/20 thickets
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 6/27 beach strand
Salicornia maritima Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 8/20 beach strand
Sambucus canadensis Common Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
elderberry
Scutellaria galericulata | Marsh skullcap Lamiaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline
Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 6/27 thickets
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet Solanaceae 6/27 thickets
nightshade
Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade | Solanaceae 6/27 beach strand, outcrops
Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Asteraceae 8/20 thickets
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod | Asteraceae 8/20 thickets
Solidago sempevirens Seaside Asteraceae 6/27 rock outcrops
goldenrod
Sonchus asper* Spiny sow-thistle | Asteraceae CHECK RECORDS
Sonchus oleraceus™ Annual sow- Asteraceae 8/20 rock outcrops
thistle

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph




Spartina alterniflora Saltwater Poaceae 6/27 beach strand
cordgrass

Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline

Spergularia rubra* Sand-spurrey Caryophyllaceae | 6/18/02 rock outcrops

Strophostyles helvula Wild bean Fabaceae 8/20 outcrops

(p)

Suaeda linearis (v) Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/20 beach strand

Suaeda maritima Saltmarsh sea- Chenopodiaceae 8/20 beach strand
blite

Suaeda sp. (V) Chenopodiaceae 6/27 beach strand

Taraxacum officinale* | Dandelion Asteraceae 6/18/02 rock outcrops

Teucrium canadense American Lamiaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline
germander

Thlaspi arvense* Field penny-cress | Brassicaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Tilia americana Basswood Tiliaceae 6/27 thickets

Toxicodendron Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/27 thickets

radicans

Trifolium arvense* Rabbit-foot Fabaceae 8/20 rock outcrops
clover

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein | Scrophulariaceae 6/27 rock outcrops

Viburnum regognitum Northern arrow- Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets, woodlands
wood

Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 8/20 thickets

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph




Notes on Habitats and Flora

Langlee Island’s most prominent feature is the puddingstone cliff faces on the south side
of the island. These rocks provide habitat for Carolina crane’s-bill (Geranium
carolinianum var. confertiflorum), a watch-listed species in Massachusetts first
documented on Langlee by Dale Levering (1978), who observed four plants here. This
population has expanded, and there are now several hundred Carolina crane’s-bill plants
scattered on the south-facing puddingstone rocks. Many other species grow on exposed
outcrops around the island’s upland perimeter.

The upland part of the island is densely vegetated with shrub thickets and shaded
woodlands. For its small size, Langlee has an unusually high diversity of plant species,
both native and naturalized. Most of the thickets found on Langlee have the mix of
species typical of the Harbor Islands (Rhus typhina, Lonicera morrowii, Myrica gale,
Rosa multiflora), but a dry red cedar woodland on outcrops on the island’s west side has
a more unusual association of black huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata) and running
shadbush (Amelanchier stolonifera). The shaded woodlands in the central part of the
island have both native (Acer rubrum, Quercus velutina) and non-native tree species
(Quercus robur, Acer platanoides, and Ailanthus altissima) forming the canopy.

Langlee’s shoreline contains patches of sandy and pebbly beach as well as rocks in the
spray zone. In 1984, Bruce Sorrie documented a population of 50 American sea-blite
(Suaeda calceoliformis) plants on the beach on the east side of the island. American sea-
blite is a species of special concern in Masschusetts. Sorrie noted on his field form that
his ID was “tentative...needs verification.”

Most of the sea-blites | observed on the beach, rocks, and mud flat on the east side of the
island appeared to be either tall seablite (Suaeda linearis) or saltmarsh seablite (Suaeda
maritima). | collected several sea-blite specimens here and will be examining them to
see if any may be American sea-blite.

*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph
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