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GREAT BREWSTER ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:  23.9     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   DEM      Survey Dates:  August 19; 31 May, 2002  
          31 July, 2002 
Rare Plants:  Suaeda richii (1976) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 
Agrostis stolonifera 
(var. major) 

Redtop Poaceae 7/31/02 old fields 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow foxtail Poaceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 5/31/02 old fields 

Apocynum 
androsaemifolium (v) 

Spreading 
dogbane 

Apocynaceae 8/19 thickets 

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine Ranunculaceae 5/31/02 escaped—in open, 
disturbed ground 

Arenaria serpyllifolia* 
(v) 

Thyme-leaf 
sandwort 

Caryophyllaceae 8/19 open disturbed ground 

Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 8/19 old fields, thickets 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 8/19 old fields 

Asparagus officinalis* Asparagus Liliaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Aster novi-belgii New York aster Asteraceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Brassica nigra* Black mustard Brassicaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Bromus tectorum* Downy chess Poaceae 5/31/02 open disturbed ground 
Cakile edulenta  Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 8/19 marsh 
Carex sp. (v)  Cyperaceae 5/31/02 thickets 
Carex spicata*(v) A NON-

NATIVE 
CAREX 

Cyperaceae 7/31/02 thickets—BUT NOTE 
IT IS NOT LISTED IN 
S&S 

Celastrus orbiculatus* Oriental 
bittersweet 

Celastraceae 8/19 thickets 

Cerastium vulgatum* Mouse-ear 
chickweed 

Caryophyllaceae 5/31/02 marsh 

Chenopodium album*  Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 8/19 beach strand 
Chenopodium rubrum Coast-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/19 open disturbed ground 
Chenopodium sp. (v)  Chenopodiaceae 8/19 open disturbed ground 
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Ox-eye daisy Astereacae 5/31/02 open disturbed ground 

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Coreopsis lanceolata* Lanceleaf 
coreopsis 

Asteraceae 8/19 old fields 

Crataegus sp. (v) Hawthorn sp. Rosaceae 5/31/02 thickets 
Cuscuta gronovii Common dodder Cuscutaceae 8/19 thickets 
Cyperus sp.(v)  Cyperaceae 8/19 thickets 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 8/19 thickets 
Datura stramonium* Jimson-weed Solanaceae 8/19 seawall rocks 
Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 

lace 
Apiaceae 8/19 old fields 

Elytrigia pungens* Seabeach quack-
grass 

Poaceae 8/19 marsh 

Equisetum arvense Field horsetail Equisetaceae 5/31/02 thickets 
Erigeron annuus Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 7/31/02 old fields 
Euphorbia maculata Spotted spurge Euphorbiaceae 8/19 old fields 
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaf 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 

Festuca rubra  Red fescue Poaceae 8/19 old fields 
Galium aparine Cleavers Rubiaceae 5/31/02 disturbed open ground 
Helianthus tuberosus* Jerusalem 

artichoke 
Asteraceae 8/19 thicket edge 

Hieracium canadense 
(c) 

Canada 
hawkweed 

Asteraceae 8/19 old fields 

Hieracium flagellare Whip-hawkweed Asteraceae 5/31/02 thickets 
Hieracium pratense* King-devil Asteraceae 5/31/02 old fields 
Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 8/19 old fields 

Iris sp. Iris Iridaceae 5/31/02 yellow iris????-not in 
flower 

Juniperus virginiana Eastern red 
cedar 

Cupressaceae 5/31/02 thickets 

Juncus gerardii Black grass Juncaceae 8/19 low ground behind 
seawall 

Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 8/19 thickets(!), beach strand 
Lepidium campestre* Field cress Brassicaceae 5/31/02 open disturbed ground 
Lepidium latifolium* Broad-leaved 

peppergrass 
Brassicaeae 8/19 marsh 

Lepidium virginicum Wild peppergrass Brassicaceae 8/19 old fields 
Linaria vulgaris*  Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 8/19 old fields 
Linum usitatissimum* 
(v) 

Common flax Linaceae 8/19 old fields 

Lonicera morrowii* Morrow’s 
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 5/31/02 thickets 

Malus pumila* Apple Rosaceae 8/19 thickets 
Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 8/19 old fields 
Melilotus alba* White sweet-

clover 
Fabaceae 8/19 old fields 

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 8/19 thickets 
Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 8/19 thickets 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 8/19 marsh 
Pinus nigra* Austrian pine Pinaceae 8/19 thickets 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 8/19 old fields 
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 8/19 thickets 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 8/19 old fields 
Polygonum persicaria*  Lady’s thumb Polygonaceae 8/19 open disturbed ground 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Populus alba* White poplar Salicaceae 8/19 thickets 
Populus 
tremuloides/adenopoda 
(v) 

 Salicaceae 8/19 thickets 

Portulaca oleracea* Common 
purslane 

Portulacaceae 8/19 old fields 

Potentilla argentea (v) Silvery cinquefoil Rosaceae 8/19 old fields 
Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 

cinquefoil 
Rosaceae 5/31/02 thickets 

Potentilla simplex Common 
cinquefoil 

Rosaceae 5/31/02 thickets 

Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 8/19 thickets 
Ranunculus acris* Tall buttercup Ranunculaceae 5/31/02 old fields 
Ranunculus bulbosus* Bulbous 

buttercup 
Ranunculaceae 5/31/02 thickets 

Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 8/19 beach strand 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 8/19 thickets 
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 5/31/02 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 8/19 old fields 
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 8/19 thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 8/19 thickets 
Rubus idaeus Wild red 

raspberry 
Rosaceae 8/19 thickets 

Rubus laciniatus* Cut-leaved 
blackberry 

Rosaceae 8/19 thickets 

Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 5/31/02 old fields 
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 8/19 old fields 
Salsola kali Seabeach saltwort Chenopodiaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 8/19 old fields 

Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade Solanaceae 8/19  
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 8/19 marsh 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 
Sonchus asper* Spiny sow-thistle Asteraceae 8/19 open disturbed ground 
Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-

thistle 
Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Spiraea tomentosa Steeplebush Rosaceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Suaeda linearis (v) Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/19 beach strand 
Symphoricarpos 
albus*(v) 

Snowberry Caprifoliaceae 8/19 thickets 

Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 
Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 8/19 thickets 

Tragopogon pratensis* Yellow Goat’s- 
beard 

Asteraceae 8/19 thickets 

Trifolium agrarium Hop-clover Fabaceae 5/31/02 disturbed open ground 
Trifolium arvense* Rabbit-foot 

clover 
Fabaceae 5/31/02 open thickets 

Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 8/19 thickets 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 8/19 thickets 
Tussilago farfara* Coltsfoot Asteraceae 5/31/02 thickets 
Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 8/19 old fields 
Ulmus rubra Slippery elm Ulmaceae 7/31/02 picnic grounds 
Vitis sp.   Vitaceae 8/19 thickets 
Xanthium echinatum Cocklebur Asteraceae 8/19 beach strand 
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Shrub-dominated uplands are the most extensive habitat on Great Brewster, especially on 
the slopes and summits of the drumlins.  Old fields and dry, disturbed, open grounds 
occur in the saddle between the drumlins.  One small, disturbed, Phragmites-dominated 
wetland is located in the center of the island.  This wetland has little diversity, and was 
bone dry on the day of the survey.  Other habitats on the island include beach strand, 
primarily on the island’s western shore, and cracks in the rocks along the seawall on the 
island’s east side. 
 
In 1976, Julio Hernandez recorded Suaeda richii, a watch-listed species that occurs in 
beach strand habitat, on the island (Hernandez 1976).  This species was not found in this 
survey.  The Suaeda genus is perplexing, and the possibility that either Hernandez or I 
have misidentified one or more sea-blite specimens collected on Great Brewster is a 
possibility.   
 
Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) grows in a thicket on the high drumlin’s 
southwestern slope.  Snowberry is an endangered species in Massachusetts, occurring in 
the wild only in Berkshire and Franklin Counties (Sorrie and Somers 1999).  The 
snowberry shrubs that grow here are presumed to be garden escapes.  Other plants that 
have naturalized on Great Brewster that were not observed on any other of the Harbor 
Islands include Jerusalem artichoke (Helianthus tuberosus) and common flax (Linum 
usitatissimum). 
 
This island was visited only once in 2001, and due to the ferry schedule, which allowed 
only two hours on the island, and a self-invited, conversational amateur botanist whom I 
could not shake, the Great Brewster survey is incomplete.  Great Brewster should be 
surveyed for flora again in 2002. 
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