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GEORGE’S ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:  41.3    Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:  MDC     Survey Dates:  June 26, August 1 
 
Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 6/26 thickets 
Acer pseudoplatanus* Sycamore maple Aceraceae 6/26 thickets 
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/26 exposed rocks 
Aesculus 
hippocastanum* 

Horse chestnut Hippocastanaceae 6/26 fort grounds 

Allium vineale* Field garlic Liliaceae 8/1 thickets 
Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 6/26 fields 
Anthemis arvensis* Dog-chamomile Asteraceae 8/1 thickets 
Anthemis cotula* Stinking 

chamomile 
Asteraceae 6/26 fields 

Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 6/26 fields 

Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 6/26 thicket edges 
Arenaria serpyllifolia* Thyme-leaf 

sandwort 
Caryophyllaceae 6/26 fields 

Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 6/26 fields 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 6/26 fields 

Asplenium platyneuron 
(p) 

Ebony spleenwort Aspleniaceae 8/1 cracks in mortar on outer 
fort wall 

Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 6/26 rocks in spray zone 
Bromus inermis* Smooth brome Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Bromus tectorum* Downy chess Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 6/26 fields 
Capsella bursa-
pastoris 

Shepherd’s-purse Brassicaceae 6/26 fields 

Carex sp. (v)  Cyperaceae 6/26 fields 
Catalpa bignonioides 
(v) 

Catalpa Bignoniaceae 6/26 fields 

Chenopodium album*  Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 6/26 fields 
Chenopodium sp. (v)  Chenopodiaceae 8/1 cracks in sea wall 
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Oxeye-daisy Asteraceae 6/26 fields 

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 6/26 fields 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 6/26 fields 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 6/26 fields, thickets 
Cuscuta gronovii(v) Common dodder Cuscutaceae  CHECK RECORDS 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Datura stramonium* Jimson-weed Solanaceae 6/26 fields 
Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 

lace 
Apiaceae 6/26 fields 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Dianthus armeria* Deptford pink Caryophyllaceae 6/26 fields 
Digitaria sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/26 exposed rocks 
Elaeagnus 
angustifolia* 

Russian-olive Elaeagnaceae 6/26 fields 

Elytrigia sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Eragrostis sp.(v)  Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Erigeron annuus  Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 6/26 fields 
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaf 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 8/1 thickets 

Festuca ovina (v) Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/26 exposed rocks 
Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae 8/1 fields 
Hemerocallis fulva* Day lily Liliaceae 6/26 thicket edge on fort 

grounds 
Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 6/26 fields 

Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 6/26 exposed rocks 
Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 6/26 beach strand 
Lepidium sp. (v)  Brassicaceae 6/26 fields 
Lepidium virginicum Wild peppergrass Brassicaceae 6/26 fields 
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/26 fields 
Linaria vulgaris* Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 8/1 thickets 
Matricaria 
matricarioides*(v) 

Pineapple-weed Asteraceae 6/26 fields 

Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 6/26 fields 
Melilotus alba* White sweet-

clover 
Fabaceae 6/26 fields 

Melilotus officinalis* Yellow sweet-
clover 

Fabaceae 6/26 fields 

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/26 thickets 
Oxalis stricta Common yellow 

wood-sorrel 
Oxalidaceae 6/26 fields 

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 6/26 seepage area near sea 

wall 

Pinus nigra* Austrian pine Pinaceae 6/26 fields (resinosa?) 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 6/26 fields 
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 6/26 fields 
Poa annua* Low speargrass Poaceae 6/26 fields 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 6/26 exposed rocks 
Poa pratensis* Kentucky 

bluegrass 
Poaceae 6/26 fields 

Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae  CHECK RECORDS 
Populus alba* White poplar Salicaceae 6/26 fort grounds 
Populus tremuloides Quaking aspen Salicaceae 6/26 thickets 
Portulaca oleraceae* Common 

purslane 
Portulacaceae 6/26 rocks in spray zone 

Potentilla argentea (v) Silvery cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/26 fields 
Potentilla norvegica Rough cinquefoil Rosaceae 6/26 fields 
Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 

cinquefoil 
Rosaceae 6/26 fields 

Prunus persica* Peach Rosaceae 6/26 fort ramparts 
Ranunculus acris* Tall buttercup Ranunculaceae 6/26 fields 
Raphanus Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/26 fields 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

raphanistrum* 
Rhus glabra Smooth sumac Anacardiaceae 8/1 thickets 
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/26 thickets 
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 6/26 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 6/26 thickets 
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/26 fields 
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 6/26 fields 
Salicornia maritima Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 6/26 rocks in spray zone 
Salicornia sp. (v) Glasswort sp. Chenopodiaceae 6/26  
Setaria sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/26 rocks in spray zone 
Silene cucubalus* Bladder campion Caryophyllaceae 6/26 fields 
Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 6/26 fields 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 6/26 thickets 

Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Asteraceae 8/1 fields 
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod Asteraceae 8/1 thickets 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 6/26 rocks in spray zone 

Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-
thistle 

Asteraceae 6/26 fields 

Spergularia rubra* Common sand-
spurrey 

Caryophyllaceae 6/26 exposed rocks 

Suaeda linearis Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/1 exposed rocks in spray 
zone 

Tanacetum vulgare* Tansy Asteraceae 6/26 fields 
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 6/26 fields 
Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/26 thickets 

Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 6/26 fields 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 6/26 fields 
Ulmus americana American elm Ulmaceae 6/26 fort grounds 
Ulmus rubra Slippery elm Ulmaceae 8/1 thickets 
Ulmus sp. (v) Elm sp. Ulmaceae 6/26 exposed rocks 
Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 6/26 fields 
Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 6/26 fields 
Xanthium echinatum Cocklebur Asteraceae 6/26 beach strand 
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
In spite of the dominating presence of Fort Warren, the Visitor’s Center, and other 
buildings, George’s Island has a variety of habitats, including shrub thickets, old fields, 
grassy lawns (the picnic areas and fort grounds), rocky shoreline, and a small area of 
sandy beach.  Cracks in the massive jumble of rocks comprising the seawall provide 
growing conditions for salt-tolerant plants.   
 
Most of the species found on George’s Island are weedy plants characteristic of disturbed 
sites, but the island is home to the only known ebony spleenwort (Asplenium 
platyneuron) population in the Boston Harbor Islands.  Dale Levering (1978) discovered 
these ferns, which survive in mortar cracks on the fort’s north-facing outer walls, 15-20 
feet above the ground.   
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