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DEER ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:  203.5     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:  MWRA        Survey Dates:  June 25 
 
Rare Plants:  Aristida tuberculosa (SC; 1877) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/25  
Amaranthus sp. (v) Amaranth sp. Amaranthaceae 6/25  
Anthemis arvensis* Dog-chamomile Asteraceae 6/25  
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 6/25  
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 6/25  
Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress Brassicaceae 6/25  
Bromus inermis* Smooth brome Poaceae 6/25  
Bromus tectorum* Downy chess Poaceae 6/25  
Cakile edulenta Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 6/25  
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 6/25  
Centaurea jacea* Brown knapweed Asteraceae 6/25  
Chenopodium album*  Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 6/25  
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Oxeye-daisy Asteraceae 6/25  

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 6/25  
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 6/25  
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 6/25  
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 6/25  
Datura stramonium* Jimson-weed Solanaceae 6/25  
Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 

lace 
Apiaceae 6/25  

Erigeron annuus  Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 6/25  
Festuca ovina (v) Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/25  
Galium mollugo* Field-madder Rubiaceae 6/25  
Lepidium virginicum Wild peppergrass Brassicaceae 6/25  
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/25  
Lolium perenne* Perennial rye-

grass 
Poaceae 6/25  

Lotus corniculatus* Birdsfoot trefoil Fabaceae 6/25  
Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 6/25  
Medicago sativa* Alfalfa Fabaceae 6/25  
Melilotus alba* White sweet-

clover 
Fabaceae 6/25  

Melilotus officinalis* Yellow sweet-
clover 

Fabaceae 6/25  

Oenothera biennis Common 
evening-primrose 

Onagraceae 6/25  

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 6/25  
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 6/25  



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Poa pratensis* Kentucky 
bluegrass 

Poaceae 6/25  

Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 6/25  
Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 

cinquefoil 
Rosaceae 6/25  

Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/25  

Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/25  
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 6/25  
Setaria sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/25  
Silene latifolia* Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 6/25  
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 6/25  

Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade Solanaceae 6/25  
Solidago sempevirens Seaside goldenrod Asteraceae 6/25  
Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-

thistle 
Asteraceae 6/25  

Stellaria graminea* Field stitchwort Caryophyllaceae 6/25  
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 6/25  
Trifolium agrarium* Yellow hop-

clover 
Fabaceae 6/25  

Trifolium hybridum* Alsike clover Fabaceae 6/25  
Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 6/25  
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 6/25  
Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 6/25  
     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Deer Island has virtually no natural habitats.  The native and naturalized plants found on 
Deer Island occupy waste sites, cracks in pavement, roadsides, sides of buildings, and 
edges of recently landscaped areas.  This list does not include Deer Island’s recently 
landscaped plants, although a number of the leguminous plants which have naturalized 
here most likely were planted to stabilize soils and restore soil fertility.  One more survey 
conducted in August or early September would certainly document more late-blooming 
native and naturalized species.  The seabeach needlegrass (Aristida tuberculosa) 
population, not documented on Deer Island since 1877, is almost certainly extirpated 
from the island.  
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