
*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

CALF ISLAND PLANTS  
 
 
Island Acreage:   22.4    Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:  DEM      Survey Dates:  July 9, August 3; July 31, 2002 
 
Rare Plants:  Angelica lucida (WL); Suaeda richii (WL; 1976) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 7/9 old fields 
Agrostis stolonifera 
(var. major)* 

Redtop Poaceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Alopecurus pratensis 
(v) 

Meadow foxtail Poaceae 7/9 old fields 

Amaranthus 
retroflexus* 

Pigweed Amaranthaceae 8/3 thickets 

Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Angelica lucida 
(WL) (v,p) 

Seaside 
angelica 

Apiaceae 7/9 brackish marsh 

Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal-
grass 

Poaceae 7/9 thickets 

Arctium minus* Common burdock Asteraceae 7/9 old fields 
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 7/9 beach strand 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 7/9 thickets 

Asparagus officinalis* Asparagus Liliaceae 7/9 old fields 
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Brassica nigra* Black mustard Brassicaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Bromus tectorum* Downy chess Poaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Cakile edulenta Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 7/9 thickets 
Carex hormathodes Saltmarsh Straw-

sedge 
Cyperaceae 7/9 brackish marsh 

Carex sp. (v)  Cyperaceae 7/9 old fields 
Cerastium vulgatum* Mouse-ear 

chickweed 
Caryophyllaceae 7/9 old fields 

Chenopodium album*  Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 7/9 beach strand 
Chenopodium 
ambrosioides* (v) 

Mexican tea Chenopodiaceae 8/3 beach strand 

Chenopodium sp. (v)  Chenopodiaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 7/9 thickets 
Cicuta maculata (p) Water-hemlock Apiaceae 7/9 moist old field 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 7/9 old fields 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 7/9 beach strand 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Cuscuta gronovii Common dodder Cuscutaceae 8/3 thickets 
Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 7/9 old fields 
Elytrigia pungens* Sea-beach quack-

grass 
Poaceae 7/9 ledges in spray zone 

Elytrigia sp. (v)  Poaceae 7/9 old fields 
Festuca ovina Sheep fescue Poaceae 7/9 ledges 
Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae 7/9 thickets 
Hieracium canadense Canada 

hawkweed 
Asteraceae 8/3 thickets 

Humulus 
japonicus*(v) 

Japanese hops Cannabaceae 7/31/02 thickets (S side of 
island) 

Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 7/9 old fields 

Iris versicolor Blue-flag Iridaceae 7/9 moist old field 
Juncus gerardii Black grass Juncaceae 7/9 ledges in spray zone, 

beach strand 
Lactuca scariola* Prickly lettuce Asteraceae 8/3 thickets 
Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Leontodon 
autumnalis* 

Fall dandelion Asteraceae 8/3 thickets 

Lepidium latifolium* Broad-leaved 
peppergrass 

Brassicaeae 7/9 beach strand, old fields 

Limonium nashii Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 8/3 beach strand 
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 7/9 old fields 
Linaria vulgaris* Butter and eggs Scrophulariaceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Lonicera morrowii* Morrow 

honeysuckle 
Caprifoliaceae 7/9 thickets 

Lycopus americanus American water-
horehound 

Lamiaceae 8/3 moist old field 

Lythrum salicaria* Purple loosestrife Lythraceae 8/3 brackish marsh 
Onopordum 
acanthium* 

Scotch thistle Asteraceae 8/3 beach strand 

Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 7/9 old fields 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 8/3 brackish marsh 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 7/9 stony field 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 7/9 old fields 
Poa sp.  Poaceae 7/9 brackish marsh 
Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 7/9 stony field 
Portulaca oleraceae* Common purslane Portulacaceae 8/3 ledges 
Ranunculus acris* Tall buttercup Ranunculaceae 7/9 moist old field 
Ranunculus 
bulbosus* 

Bulbous 
buttercup 

Ranunculaceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 7/9 beach strand 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 7/9 thickets 
Rosa rugosa Salt-spray rose Rosaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Rosa sp.* (cultivar)  Rosaceae 7/9 thickets 
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 7/9 thickets 
Rubus 
allegheniensis(v) 

Allegheny 
blackberry 

Rosaceae 7/31/02 thickets 

Rubus idaeus Wild red 
raspberry 

Rosaceae 7/9 thickets 

Rumex acetosella* Shhep-sorrel Polygonaceae 7/9 ledges 
Salix nigra (v) Black willow Salicaceae 7/9 moist field 
Sambucus canadensis Common 

elderberry 
Caprifoliaceae 7/9 thickets 

Scirpus americanus Olney’s 
threesquare 

Cyperaceae 7/9 brackish marsh 

Silene alba Evening lychnis Caryophyllaceae 7/9 thickets 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 7/9 beach strand 

Solanum nigrum Black nightshade Solanaceae 7/9 beach strand 
Solidago canadensis Canada goldenrod Asteraceae 8/3 upper edge of beach  
Solidago sempevirens Seaside goldenrod Asteraceae 8/3 beach strand 
Sonchus asper* Spiny sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/9 moist old field 
Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-

thistle 
Asteraceae 7/9 beach strand 

Spartina alterniflora Saltwater 
cordgrass 

Poaceae 7/9 ledges in spray zone 

Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 7/9 ledges in spray zone 
Spergularia rubra* Common sand-

spurrey 
Caryophyllaceae 7/9 ledges 

Stellaria graminea* Field stitchwort Caryophyllaceae 7/9 thickets 
Suaeda linearis Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/3 beach strand, brackish 

marsh 
Suaeda maritima Salt-marsh sea-

blite 
Chenopodiaceae 8/3 beach strand, brackish 

marsh 
Suaeda sp.  Chenopodiaceae 8/3 beach strand 
Syringa vulgaris* Common lilac Oleaceae 7/31/02 thickets 
Tanacetum vulgare* Tansy Asteraceae 7/9 old fields 
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 7/9 old fields 
Teucrium canadense American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 7/9 moist old field 

Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 7/9 thickets 

Trifolium pratense* Red clover Fabaceae 7/9 old field 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 7/9 thickets 
Typha latifolia Broad-leaved 

cattail 
Typhaceae 7/9 brackish marsh 

Urtica dioica ssp. 
gracilis 

Stinging nettle Urticaceae 8/3 moist old field 

Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 7/9 old fields 
Vitis sp. (v) Grape sp. Vitaceae 7/9 old fields 
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Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Calf Island is one of the most diverse of the outer Harbor Islands.  The island’s  habitats 
include thickets, rough old fields, exposed ledges, rocky beachfront, sandy beach strand, 
a large brackish marsh in the central part of the island, and a moist old field south of the 
marsh.  Staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina) dominates the shrub thickets, and mugwort 
(Artemisia vulgaris) is abundant in old fields.   
 
The marsh has a mixture of native (Scirpus americanus, Typha latifolia) and invasive 
plant species (Lythrum salicaria, Phragmites communis).  A healthy stand of 80 seaside 
angelica (Angelica lucida) plants, discovered by Julio Hernandez in 1976,  flanks the 
southwest side of the marsh.  There are no threats to this vigorous population.  Plants 
associated with seaside angelica on the upper edge of the marsh include: Calystegia 
sepium, Cuscuta gronovii, Elytrigia pungens, Lepidium latifolium, and Solidago 
sempevirens.  
 
Hernandez also reported another watch-listed species, Rich’s sea-blite (Suaeda richii), on 
Calf Island, but this species was not found in 2001.  Both tall sea-blite (Suaeda linearis) 
and salt-marsh sea-blite (Suaeda maritima) are abundant around the marsh. 
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