
BUTTON ISLAND PLANTS 
 
Island Acreage:  1.0      Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   Town of Hingham 
       Survey Dates:  June 18, 2002 
 
Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Achhillea millefolium* Yarrow Asteraceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Alliaria petiolata* garlic mustard Brassicaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Artemisia vulgaris* Common 

mugwort 
Asteraceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Asclepias syriaca Common 
milkweed 

Asclepidaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Celastrus orbiculata Oriental 
bittersweet 

Celastraceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Chelidonium majallis* Lily-of-the-valley Liliaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Chenopodioum album Pigweed Chenopodiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Chenopodium rubrum Coast-blite Chenopodiaceae 6/18/02 beach strand 
Crataegus sp. Hawthorn sp. Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Galium aparine Cleavers Rubiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Heracleum maximum Cow-parsnip Apiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
John’s-wort 

Clusiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Juniperus virginia Esatern red cedar Cupressaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
   6/18/02  
Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 6/18/02 beach strand 
Limonium nashii Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 6/18/02 beach strand 
Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Lonicera morrowii* Morrow’s 

honeysuckle 
Caprifoliaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Nepeta cataria* Catnip Lamiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Oenothera biennis Evening-primrose Onagraceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Panicum sp.  Poaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Poa annua* Annual 
speargrass 

Poaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Quercus robur* English oak Fagaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Rhamnus cathartica* Common 

buckthorn 
Rhamnaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Ribes cynosbati Prickle Grossulariaceae 6/18/02 thickets 



gooseberry 
Rosa rugosa* Salt-spray rose Rosaceae 6/18/02 beach strand 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Rubus idaeus Wild black berry Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Rumex crispus* Curled dock Polygonaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Salicornia maritima Glasswort Chenopodiaceae 6/18/02 rocks in spray zone 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 6/18/02 beach strand 

Suaeda maritima Salt-marsh sea-
blite 

Chenopodiaceae 6/18/02 rocks in spray zone 

Tilia americana Basswood Tiliaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison ivy Anacardiaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Uplands of this tiny island consists of densely vegetated thickets of shrubs (staghorn 
sumac, bayberry, wild black raspberry), and trees (basswood, red cedar, English oak, 
black cherry).  
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