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BUMPKIN ISLAND PLANTS 
 
 
Island Acreage:  30.70    Quadrangle:  Hull, MA 
 
Owner:   DEM    Survey Dates: 21 June, 31 July, 6 September;  
       June 4, 2002, August 5, 2002 
Rare Plants: Rumex pallidus (T) 
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species 
Common Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

     
Acer negundo Box elder Aceraceae 8/5/02 thickets 
Acer pseudoplatanus* Sycamore maple Aceraceae 6/21 thickets 
Amaranthus 
retroflexus* 

Pigweed Amaranthaceae 9/6 old fields 

Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/21 thickets 
Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/21 thickets 

Daucus carota* Queen Anne’s 
lace 

Apiaceae 7/31 old fields, beach strand 

Heracleum maximum Cow-parsnip Apiaceae 7/31 old fields 
Apocynum 
androsaemifolium 

Spreading 
dogbane 

Apocynaceae 6/4/02 thickets 

Ilex glabra Inkberry Aquifoliaceae 6/21 thickets 
Asclepias syriaca Common 

milkweed 
Asclepediaceae 6/21 old fields 

Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/21 old fields 
Ambrosia 
artemisiifolia 

Ragweed Asteraceae 7/31 old fields 

Arctium minus* Burdock Asteraceae 6/4/02 thickets 
Artemisia vulgaris* Mugwort Asteraceae 7/31 old fields 
Aster dumosus Bushy aster Asteraceae 9/6 old field, roadside 
Aster ericoides* (v) Heath aster Asteraceae 9/6 roadside 
Bidens frondosa Beggar-ticks Asteraceae 9/6 thickets 
Chrysanthemum 
leucanthemum* 

Oxeye-daisy Asteraceae 6/21 old fields 

Cichorium intybus* Chicory Asteraceae 7/31 old fields 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 6/21 old fields 
Cirsium vulgare* Bull thistle Asteraceae 6/21 thickets 
Conyza canadensis Horseweed Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Erechtities 
hieraciifolia 

Fireweed Asteraceae 9/6 thickets 

Erigeron annuus Daisy fleabane Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Erigeron 
philadelphicus 

Philadelphia 
fleabane 

Asteraceae 6/4/02 old fields 

Erigeron strigosus Rough fleabane Asteraceae 7/31 old fields 
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaf 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 7/31 old fields 

Gnaphalium 
obtusifolium 

Sweet 
everlassting 

Asteraceae 9/6  old fields 

Helianthus annuus* Common Asteraceae 7/31 beach strand 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

sunflower 
Hieracium canadense Canada 

hawkweed 
Asteraceae 9/6 old fields, thickets 

Hieracium pratense* King-devil Asteraceae 6/4/02 old fields 
Lactuca scariola* Prickly lettuce Asteraceae 6/21 old fields 
Onopordum 
acanthium* 

Scotch thistle Asteraceae 6/4/02 old field edge 

Solidago canadensis Canada 
goldenrod 

Asteraceae 9/6 old fields, pathways 

Solidago juncea Early goldenrod Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 9/6 old fields, beach strand 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 7/31 old fields 
Sonchus asper* Spiny sow-thistle Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 
Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-

thistle 
Asteraceae 9/6 old fields 

Tanacetum vulgare* Tansy Asteraceae 7/31 thicket edge 
Taraxacum officinale* Dandelion Asteraceae 6/21 old field, pathway 
Tussilago farfara* Colts-foot Asteraceae 7/31 thicket-beach strand 

ecotone 
Xanthium echinatum Cocklebur Asteraceae 9/6 beach strand 
Impatiens capensis Spotted touch-

me-not 
Balsaminaceae 9/6 thicket edge, beach strand 

Berberis thunbergii* Japanese barberry Berberidaceae 6/21 old fields, thickets 
Berberis vulgaris* European 

barberry 
Berberidaceae ? CHECK RECORDS 

Betula papyrifera Paper birch Betulaceae 6/4/02 one tree along trail. N 
side of island 

Betula populifolia Gray birch Betulaceae 6/21 thickets 
Barbarea vulgaris* Winter-cress Brassicaceae 6/21 old fields 
Cakile edulenta Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 9/6 beach strand 
Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/21 thickets 

Thlaspi arvense* Field penny-cress Brassicaceae 6/21 old field 
Lepidium latifolium* Broad-leaved 

peppergrass 
Brassicaeae 9/6 beach strand 

Lonicera morrowii* Morrow 
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 6/21 thickets 

Lonicera xylosteum* European fly-
honeysuckle 

Caprifoliaceae 6/21 thickets 

Sambucus canadensis Common 
elderberry 

Caprifoliaceae 6/21 thickets 

Viburnum regognitum Northern arrow-
wood 

Caprifoliaceae 9/6 thickets 

Viburnum trilobum Highbush 
cranberry 

Caprifoliaceae 9/6 thickets 

Arenaria serpyllifolia* Thyme-leaf 
sandwort 

Caryophyllaceae 6/21 old fields 

Dianthus armeria* Deptford pink Caryophyllaceae 6/21 old fields 
Stellaria graminea* Field stitchwort Caryophyllaceae 6/21 old fields 
Celastrus orbiculatus* Oriental 

bittersweet 
Celastraceae 6/21 thickets 
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Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 7/31 beach strand 
Salsola kali Seabeach 

saltwort 
Chenopodiaceae 9/6 beach strand 

Chenopodium album* 
(v) 

Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 9/6 beach strand 

Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 6/21 old fields 

Convolvulus arvensis* 
(v) 

Field bindweed Convolvulaceae 6/21 old fields 

Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convulvulaceae 7/31 old fields, beach strand 
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar Cupressaceae 6/21 old fields, thickets 
Carex annectens Yellow-fruited 

fox-sedge 
Cyperaceae 6/21 old fields 

Carex lurida Lurid sedge Cyperaceae 6/4/02 old fields 
Carex scoparia (v) Broom-sedge Cyperaceae 7/31 thicket-beach strand 

ecotone 
Carex stipata Awl-fruited 

sedge 
Cyperaceae 6/4/02 moist slope above beach 

Scirpus cyperinus Wool-grass Cyperaceae 7/31 thicket-beach strand 
ecotone 

Dennstaedtia 
punctilobula 

Hay-scented fern Dennstaedtiaceae 6/21 old fields 

Elaeagnus 
angustifolia* (v) 

Russian olive Elaeagnaceae 6/4/02 thicket edge—CHECK 
ID 

Elaeagnus umbellata* 
(v) 

Autumn-olive Elaeagnaceae 6/21 thickets; collected 8/5/02-
confirm ID 

Gaylussacia baccata Black 
huckleberry 

Ericaceae ? CHECK RECORDS 

Vaccinium 
corymbosum 

Highbush-
blueberry 

Ericaceae 6/21 thickets 

Euphorbia maculata Spotted spurge Euphorbiaceae 9/6 roadway 
Amorpha fruticosa* (v) False indigo Fabaceae 7/31 beach strand-verify ID 
Medicago lupulina* Black medick Fabaceae 6/21 old fields 
Melilotus alba* White sweet-

clover 
Fabaceae 9/6 old fields 

Melilotus officinalis* Yellow sweet-
clover 

Fabaceae 9/6 old fields, roadside 

Trifolium agrarium* Yellow hop-
clover 

Fabaceae 6/21 old fields 

Trifolium hybridum* Alsike clover Fabaceae 6/21 old fields 
Trifolium repens* White clover Fabaceae 6/21 old field 
Vicia cracca* Cow-vetch Fabaceae 6/21 old fields 
Quercus rubra Northern red oak Fagaceae 6/21 thickets 
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/21 thickets 
Juncus effusus Soft rush Juncaceae 6/4/02 old fields 
Juncus gerardii Black grass Juncaceae 7/31 beach strand 
Juncus sp.(v) Rush sp. Juncaceae 8/5/02 beach strand 
Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 9/6 pathways, old fields 
Mentha arvensis (v) Field mint Lamiaceae 7/31 beach strand 
Salvia sp.* Sage sp. Lamiaceae 9/6 roadside 
Scutellaria 
galericulata 

Marsh skullcap Lamiaceae 7/31 upper edge of beach strand 
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Teucrium canadense American 
germander 

Lamiaceae 6/21 old fields 

Allium vineale* Field garlic Liliaceae 6/21 old fields 
Lythrum salicaria* Purple loosestrife Lythraceae 7/31 beach strand 
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/21 thickets 
Mirabilis nyctaginea* Four-o’clock Nyctaginaceae 9/6 beach strand 
Fraxinus sp. ash sp. Oleaceae 6/4/02 sapling on beach 

strand—white ash? 
Epilobium ciliatum (v)  American 

willow-herb 
Onagraceae 9/6 thicket edge 

Epilobium coloratum Purple-leaved 
willow-herb 

Onagraceae 7/31 beach strand-ID should be 
confirmed—also collected 
8/05/02 

Epilobium hirsutum* Hairy willow-
herb 

Onagraceae 9/6 thickets 

Oenothera biennis Common 
evening-primrose 

Onagraceae 6/21 old fields 

Phytolacca americana Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 9/6 thickets 
Picea abies* Norway spruce Pinaceae 7/31 thickets 
Picea glauca* White spruce Pinaceae 7/31 old fields 
Picea pungens* Colorado blue 

spruce 
Pinaceae 6/4/02 thickets 

Pinus nigra/resinosa* Austrian/Red 
pine 

Pinaceae 6/21 old fields, thickets.  Both 
species identified, but ID 
should be checked. 

Pinus strobus White pine Pinaceae 9/6 thickets 
Plantago lanceolata* English plantain Plantaginaceae 9/6 old fields, pathways 
Plantago major* Common plantain Plantaginaceae 6/21 old fields 
Agrostis capillaris* (v) Rhode Island 

bentgrass 
Poaceae 7/31 old fields 

Agrostis scabra (v) Northern 
ticklegrass 

Poaceae 7/31 thicket-beach strand 
ecotone 

Anthoxanthum 
odoratum* 

Sweet vernal 
grass 

Poaceae 6/4/02 thickets 

Dactylis glomerata* Orchard grass Poaceae 6/4/02 old fields 
Danthonia spicata Poverty grass Poaceae 7/31 old fields 
Digitaria sanguinalis* Tall crab-grass Poaceae 9/6 old fields 
Distichlis spicata Saltmarsh spike-

grass 
Poaceae 7/31 mudflat along beach 

Eragrostis pectinacea Carolina 
lovegrass 

Poaceae 9/6 old fields 

Festuca rubra Red fescue Poaceae 7/31 fields, thicket-beach strand 
ecotone 

Lolium perenne* Perennial rye 
grass 

Poaceae 8/5/02 pathways 

Panicum sp. (v)  Poaceae 7/31 old fields 
Phleum pratense* Timothy Poaceae 6/21 old fields 
Phragmites communis Common reed Poaceae 6/21 ecotone between thicket 

and beach strand 
Poa annua* Low speargrass Poaceae 6/21 old fields 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 6/21 old fields 
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Schizachyrium 
scoparium 

Little bluestem Poaceae 8/5/02 thicket edge 

Spartina alterniflora Saltwater 
cordgrass 

Poaceae 7/31 mudflat along beach 

Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 7/31 mudflat along beach 
Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 6/21 old fields, roadways 
Polygonum 
cuspidatum* 

Japanese 
knotweed 

Polygonaceae ? CHECK RECORDS 

Polygonum 
lapathifolium 

Nodding 
smartweed 

Polygonaceae 7/31 ecotone between thicket 
and beach strand 

Polygonum 
convolvulus* 

Black bindweed Polygonaceae 7/31 old field at edge of beach 
strand 

Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 6/21 old fields, beach strand 
Rumex pallidus 
(T)(p) 

Seabeach 
dock 

Polygonaceae 7/31 beach strand-single 
plant 

Portulaca oleraceae* Common 
purslane 

Portulacaceae 9/6 pathways 

Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 7/31 beach strand 
Rhamnus cathartica* Common 

buckthorn 
Rhamnaceae 6/21 thickets 

Rhamnus frangula* Glossy 
buckthorn 

Rhamnaceae 6/4/02 thickets 

Amelanchier 
canadensis (v) 

Thicket shadbush Rosaceae 6/21 thicket-beach strand 
ecotone 

Malus pumila* Apple Rosaceae 9/6 thickets 
Malus sp. Crabapple sp. Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Potentilla recta* Rough-fruited 

cinquefoil 
Rosaceae 7/31 old fields 

Potentilla simplex Old field 
cinquefoil 

Rosaceae 7/31 old fields 

Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 7/31 thickets 
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry Rosaceae 8/5/02 thickets 
Pyrus communis* Common pear Rosaceae 6/4/02 thickets 
Rosa multiflora* Multiflora rose Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 
Rubus idaeus Wild red 

raspberry 
Rosaceae 6/21 thickets 

Galium aparine Cleavers Rubiaceae 6/4/02 thickets edges 
Galium mollugo* Field-madder Rubiaceae 6/21 old fields 
Populus 
tremuloides/adenopoda 

(Both present) Salicaceae 6/21 thickets,woodlands 

Salix bebbiana Bebb’s willow Salicaceae 7/31 upper edge of beach strand 
Salix discolor Large pussy-

willow 
Salicaceae 6/21 thicket-beach strand 

ecotone 
Linaria vulgaris* Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 6/21 old field 
Scrophularia 
lanceolata (v,p) 

American figwort Scrophulariaceae 6/21 thicket edge 

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 6/21 old fields 
Veronica officinalis* Common 

speedwell 
Scrophulariaceae 9/6 pathways 

Ailanthus altissima* Tree-of-heaven Simaroubaceae 7/31 thickets 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet Solanaceae 6/21 thickets 
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nightshade 
Tilia americana Basswood Tiliaceae 7/31 thicket-beach strand 

ecotone 
Typha latifolia Cattail Typhaceae 8/5/02 base of moist seepage 

slope, W side of island 
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Ulmaceae 6/21 thickets 
Ulmus rubra Slippery elm Ulmaceae 9/6 thickets 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/21 thickets 

 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
Shrub thickets dominated by staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina) are the island’s most 
widespread community.  Old fields, pathways, roadsides, and disturbed grounds adjacent 
to picnic and camping sites and old buildings constitute the rest of the island’s upland 
habitats..  Beach strand habitat (the upper edge of the high tide line, where there is 
typically a distinctive plant association) occurs around most of the island’s perimeter.   
 
The single seabeach dock (Rumex pallidus) plant found on the island grows in the upper 
edge of the beach strand at the base of a moist slope on the north/northwest side of the 
island.  This robust plant has been documented here by the Massachusetts Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program (MNHESP) since 1982.  Seabeach dock was 
first observed on Bumpkin Island in 1883.  There are no immediate threats to this single 
plant, but the population’s miniscule size make it vulnerable to extirpation by human or 
natural factors. Monitors should check this plant annually.  Plants associated with 
seabeach dock here include: Chenopodium album, Epilobium hirstum, Impatiens 
capensis, and Rumex crispus. 
 
Several species noted by previous observers (Island Alliance 2001, Levering 1978, 
McLaughlin 1994) were not seen in 2001.  Paper birch (Betula papyrifera), wild blue 
lettuce (Lactuca canadensis), blue spruce (Picea pungens), pear (Pyrus communis), 
saltmarsh sea-blite (Suaeda maritima), and yew (Taxus sp.) are among the species missed 
in the 2001 field season. These plants will be searched in 2002.  Bumpkin Island merits 
one more day of botanical surveys. 
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