
 
Quote #1, part A 
“On a summer day, a group of families arrive on the island.  They settled at a beautiful, secluded 
area on the island with a small spring to one side, the sparking blue ocean nearby, and tall oak and 
hickory trees overhead…” 
 
        
Quote #1, part B 
“…Soft-shell clams were now the most abundant shellfish in the harbor and people collected them 
from a nearby clam bed and cooked them in clay pots, along with plant greens and the flesh of 
sturgeon and deer.  Meanwhile, some of the families made stone tools, using stone from a wide 
variety of quarries including some so distant that the stone could only be acquired through trade.” 

Imaginary picture of life on Thompson Island,   
        State historians and archaeologists 
 
 
Quote # 2 
“We saw numerous islands on one side and the other.  We anchored near an island where we 
observed many smokes along the shore and many savages running up to see us.  All along the shore 
there is a great deal of land cleared up and planted with Indian corn.  The country is very pleasant 
and agreeable and there is no lack of fine trees.” 
         Samuel Champlain,  

French mapmaker and adventurer  
1605  

 
 
Quote # 3 
“The Indians suffered far greater losses.  Colonial armies pursued enemy Indians …killing warriors 
in the field and families in their homes…Always brutal and everywhere fierce, King Philip’s War 
proved to be…the bloodiest war in all of American history.” 

Jill Lepore  
Harvard University historian  

 
 
Quote # 4 
“The waterfront was studded with dozens of wharves, warehouses, and shops.  Sailmakers, coopers, 
riggers, teamsters, and dozens of other trades owed their livelihood to the ships entering and 
leaving the harbor.” 

William Fowler Jr.  
Historian 

 
 



Quote # 5 
“The horror of imprisonment, close confinement, no one to see or talk to, with the reflection of 
being cut off … from communication with dear ones at home, are beyond description.  Words 
utterly fail to express the soul’s anguish.” 
         Alexander Hamilton Stephens,   
         Vice President of the Confederacy 
         1865 
 
Quote # 6  
“My family’s wonderful and unusual life on Peddock’s Island began in 1904.  My father, Alex Bies 
was assigned to Fort Andrews, a new army post situated on Peddock’s Island in Boston Harbor, just 
across from Hull, Massachusetts.” 

Matilda Silvia 
 Once Upon An Island 

 
Quote # 7, part A 
“Mother’s first trip to the Island – that was to be her home for the next twenty-five years – created 
a pre-nuptial rumpus.  Never would she live so close to the barracks at the foot of the parade 
grounds where my father’s house now stood!  It was bad enough to be married to a soldier, but 
never would she live among them! …”   
 
Quote # 7, part B 
“…Needless to say, Dad hastily got permission to move the house.  But, the only available place 
was on the other side of the Fort where the five remaining fishermen’s cottages stood and were 
now occupied.” 

Matilda Silvia 
Once Upon An Island 

 
Quote # 8 
“Suddenly, without warning, barrels starting flying skyward and ropes flew like strings of cooked 
spaghetti. The house was slowly sinking in about twenty feet of water!” 

Matilda Silvia 
Once Upon An Island 

 
Quote # 9 
“The boat trip across the harbor was routine, but the uncertainty of the boat schedule often made 
life miserable and challenging for the children.  If freight was heavy, or the boat was held at the 
Army Base for a ranking officer, it could be as late as an hour or more…In winter it was brutal.” 
 

Matilda Silvia 
Once Upon An Island 


