BLUE RIDGE
PARKWAY
MAMMALS
CHECKLIST

American Black Bear caught on a wildlife camera.

The Blue Ridge Parkway abounds with a variety of
animal and plant life. With a wide diversity of habitats
the Southern Appalachians and the Blue Ridge Parkway
offer homes to more species of mammals than any
other area in eastern North America. About ninety
species of mammals have lived in the Southern
Appalachians historically, with seventy-one having been
found along the parkway.

Most parkway mammals are nocturnal and those that
are active during daylight hours are often secretive.
Generally it is best to look for animals in the early
morning or just before sunset when many animals are
most active and most visible.

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

The following codes refer to the abundance of an
animal found along the parkway and not necessarily to
the likelihood of seeing it.

C - COMMON - Species likely to be in suitable habitat.

UC — UNCOMMON - Species not frequently found even
in suitable habitat.

R — RARE - Species not likely to be found.

L — LISTED — Any species federally or state listed as
Endangered, Threatened, or of Special Concern.

NC - NORTH CAROLINA

VA -VIRGINIA

Information on the abundance of each species comes
from wildlife sighting reports by park staff and visitors,
and from park research reports. If you see anything
unusual while on the parkway please report it at one of
our Visitor Centers or to a Park Ranger.

If you would like to report a wildlife
observation please email
BRP_Wiildlife@nps.gov

ORDER DIDELPHIMORPHIA

FAMILY DIDELPHIDAE:

____Virginia Opossum (Didelphis virginiana) — (NC-C,
VA-C) Habitat: Woodlands and thickets near a
water source.

ORDER LAGOMORPHA

FAMILY LEPORIDAE:

___Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) - (NC-
C, VA-C) Habitat: Farmlands, natural clearings,
forests, and wetlands.

___Appalachian Cottontail (Sylvilagus obscurus) -
(NC-R, VA-R) Habitat: Dense cover of thickets
and higher elevationyyods.

ORDER SORICOMORPHA

FAMILY SORICIDAE:

____Northern Short-tailed Shrew (Blarina brevicauda) —
(NC-C, VA-C) Habitat: Woods and clearings with
dense ground cover and well-drained soil.

____Least Shrew (Cryptotis parva) — (NC-C, VA-C)
Habitat: Brushy fields, wetlands, and woods.

___Masked Shrew (Sorex cinereus) — (NC-C, VA-C)
Habitat: Moist dense low cover.

____Long-tailed Shrew (Sorex dispar) — (NC-L, VA-R)
Habitat: Near rocky streams in high elevation
forests.

____Smoky Shrew (Sorex fumeus) — (NC-C, VA-C)
Habitat: Moist forests, bogs, and wetlands.

____American Pygmy Shrew (Sorex hoyi) — (NC-R, VA-
UC) Habitat: Higher elevation deciduous forests,
wetlands, and fields with dense understory.

___Southeastern Shrew (Sorex longirostris) — (NC-UC,
VA-R) Habitat: Wet to dry habitats with dense
ground cover.

____Southern Water Shrew (Sorex palustris
punctulatus) — (NC-L) Habitat: Along edges of
mountain streams.
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hollow trees and buildings during warmer months. ____American Mink (Vison vison) -- (NC-C, VA-C)

___Star-nosed Mole (Condylura cristata) — (NC-UC, VA- Hibernates in caves or mines. Habitat: Forested areas near rivers, streams, lakes,
UC) Habitat: Moist meadows, bogs, and wetlands. ___Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) — (NC-L) Habitat: ponds, or wetlands.
___Hairy-tailed Mole (Parascalops breweri) — (NC-C, Roosts in hollow trees, under bark, snags, and
VA-C) Habitat: Sandy loam soils under various structures.
forests, meadows, and fields with plant coverage. ____ American Perimyotis (Perimyotis subflavus) — (NC- ____Northern Raccoon (Procyon lotor) — (NC-C, VA-C)
____Eastern Mole (Scalopus aquaticus) — (NC-C, VA-C) UC, VA-UC) Habitat: Open woods near water. Habitat: Deciduous or mixed forests, developed
Habitat: Moist loamy or sandy soils. Hibernates in caves or mines. areas, and agricultural fields.

____American Black Bear (Ursus americanus) — (NC-C,
VA-C) Habitat: Heavily forested areas with thick
ground vegetation and an abundance of fruits and

___Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus ___ Coyote (Canis latrans) — (NC-C, VA-C) nuts.
rafinesquii rafinesquii) — (NC-L) Habitat: Roosts and Habitat: Agricultural fields or forested regions.
hibernates in caves/mines and trees near water. ___ Common Gray Fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) —

Roosts in bldgs and bridges. (NC-C, VA-C) Habitat: Deciduous forests and brushy

___Virginia Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus townsendii woodlands at lower elevations.
virginianus) — (NC-L) Habitat: Roosts and hibernates ___ Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) — (NC-C, VA-C) Habitat:
in caves, particularly in limestone areas. Mixture of forest and open fields. __Elk (Cervus elaphus) — (NC-L, VA-E) Habitat: Mid to

____ Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus) — (NC-C, VA-C) high elevation meadows, and grassy balds
Habitat: Roosts in structures, caves, and tree (Reintroduced to Great Smoky Mountains National
hollows, particularly pine, oak, beech. ___ Bobcat (Lynx rufus) — (NC-UC, VA-C) Habitat: Park).

___Silver-haired Bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans) — (NC- Woodlands or near agricultural areas if rocky ____ White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) — (NC-C,
C, VA-C) Habitat: Roosts in deciduous forests ledges, wetlands, or forested tracts are present. VA-C) Habitat: Forested areas and open spaces
behind loose tree bark, particularly willow, maple, such as agricultural lands and grasslands.
and ash.

___ Eastern Red Bat (Lasiurus borealis) — (NC-C, VA-C) ___ Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis) — (NC-C, VA-C)

Habitat: Roosts among foliage, usually in deciduous Habitat: Open woodlands and fields. ___Feral pig/hog/swine (Sus scrofa) — (NC-UC, VA-UC)
trees. ___ Eastern Spotted Skunk (Spilogale putorius) — (NC-R, Habitat: Diverse forests with heavy brush and some

____Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus) — (NC-UC, VA-UC) VA-R) Habitat: Covered thickets, woods, riparian openings. Non-native.

Habitat: Roosts solitarily in dense vegetation and in hardwood and shrubbery.

tree cavities at the edge of clearings.
____ Eastern Small-footed Myotis (Myotis leibii) — (NC-L,

VA-R) Habitat: Caves during winter; trees, bridges, ___Northern River Otter (Lontra canadensis) — (NC-C,
buildings, or under rocks during warmer months. VA-UC) Habitat: Streams, lakes, and wetlands with
Hibernates in caves or mines. sufficient vegetative cover. ___American Beaver (Castor canadensis) — (NC-C, VA-
____Little Brown Myotis (Myotis lucifugus) — (NC-R, VA- ____ Long-tailed Weasel (Mustela frenata) — (NC-R, VA- C) Habitat: Lakes, wetlands, ponds, streams, and
UC) Habitat: Along streams and lakes. Forms UC) Habitat: Woodlands, thickets, open areas and rivers.
nursery colonies in trees or buildings during farmlands near a water source.
summer. Hibernates in caves and mines in winter. ___Least Weasel (Mustela nivalis) — (NC-UC, VA-R)
____Northern Long-eared Myotis (Myotis Habitat: Fields, open woodlands, brushy or rocky ___Rock Vole (Microtus chrotorrhinus carolinensis) —
septentrionalis) — (NC-R, VA-R) Habitat: Roosts in areas. (NC-L) Habitat: Rocky areas, forests or fields at

higher elevation.



____Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus) — (NC-C, fields, and woodlands with herbaceous ground
VA-C) Habitat: Fields and grasslands. cover.

____Woodland Vole (Microtus pinetorum) — (NC-C, VA-
C) Habitat: Moist deciduous or mixed forest.

Species that were formerly found along the parkway
but are no longer found here.

____Southern Red-baerd Vo!e (Myodes gappferi) - _ Hou§e Mouse (Mus musculus) — (NC-C, VA-C) ' ___ Snowshoe Hare (Lepus americanus virginianus) —
(N'C—C, VA-F) Habitat: .M0|st forgsts, especially Habitat: Farmhouses, barns', and fields. Non-native. Habitat: Spruce-fir and other high elevation forests.
mixed coniferous-deciduous, with an abunqant ____Norway Rat (Rattus norvegicus) — (NC-C, VA-C) ___Gray Wolf (Canis lupus) — Habitat: Extensive forests
supply of logs, stumps, roots, rocks, and twigs. Habitat: Farm buildings and farmland. Non-native. and other remote areas

____Southern Appalachian Woodrat (Neotoma

) ) ) ____Eastern Cougar (Puma concolor couguar) —Habitat:
floridana haematoreia) — (NC-UC) Habitat: Rocky

Wide variety of habitats away from humans and

places in mixed or deciduous forests. ___Carolina Northern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys development.

___ Allegheny Woodrat (Neotoma magister) — (NC-L, sabrinus coloratus) - (NC-L, VA-L) Habitat: High Fisher (Pekania pennanti ) — Habitat: Spruce-fir
VA-R) Habitat: Rocky places and abandoned elevation forests, mainly spruce-fir and northern " forests
buildings in mixed or deciduous forests at higher hardwood ecotone. American Bison (Bos bison) — Habitat: Woodlands,
elevations. ___Southern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys volans) — (NC- " forest openings, and open valleys.

____Golden Mouse (Ochrotomys nuttalli) — (NC-C, VA-C) C, VA-C) Habitat: Deciduous, mixed, and coniferous North American Porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum) —
Habitat: Floodplain forest with dense understory forest. T Habitat: High elevation conifer-hardwood forests
and abundant vines. ____ Woodchuck (Marmota monax) — (NC-C, VA-C) into brushy lands.

____ Common Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) — (NC-C, Habitat: Pastures, roadsides, and overgrown fields.

VA-C) Habitat: Wetlands, lakes, ponds, and slow- ___ Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) — (NC-C,
moving streams. VA-C) Habitat: Deciduous and mixed forests.

____ White-footed Deermouse (Peromyscus leucopus) — ___ Eastern Fox Squirrel (Sciurus niger) — (NC-R, VA-UC)
(NC-C, VA-C) Habitat: Forests, farm country, and Habitat: Open deciduous and mixed forests with
brush lands. grassy understory.

____North American Deermouse (Peromyscus ____ Eastern Chipmunk (Tamias striatus) — (NC-C, VA-C)
maniculatus) — (NC-C, VA-C) Habitat: Deep forests Habitat: Deciduous forests with rocks, stumps, and
and open fields. fallen logs.

__Eastern Harvest Mouse (Reithrodontomys humulis) ____Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) — (NC-C,

— (NC-C, VA-C) Habitat: Weedy fields, broom-sedge VA-C) Habitat: Favors conifer forest such as pine,
meadows, marsh edges, and other damp open spruce, fir, and hemlock, but can occur in mixed
areas. forest.

____Hispid Cotton Rat (Sigmodon hispidus) — (NC-C, VA-
C) Habitat: Fields, overgrown pastures and
farmlands.

____Southern Bog Lemming (Synaptomys cooperi) —
(NC-R, VA-UC) Habitat: Bogs and wet meadows.

___Woodland Jumping Mouse (Napaeozapus insignis)
— (NC-UC, VA-UC) Habitat: High elevation moist
forests with herbaceous cover.

____ Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius) — (NC-
R, VA-UC) Habitat: Early successional fields, weedy





