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Keeping Farms in Your Community
Selected Resources

American Farmland Trust www.farmland.org

American Farmland Trust is committed to protecting the nation’s best farm and ranch land and improving the
economic viability of agriculture. AFT works with federal, state and local leaders and communities to develop
legislation, implement policies and execute programs that keep farmers on their land and protect our

environment.

Farmland Information Center www.farmlandinfo.org

The Farmland Information Center is a clearinghouse for information about farmland protection and
stewardship. It is a partnership between the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and American
Farmland Trust. This site includes fact sheets, state and federal laws, studies and reports, sample documents,
and technical resources.

Massachusetts Agricultural Commissions www.massagcom.org
This site contains everything you need to know about Agricultural Commissions, from whom to contact with
questions, to current events, how to start an AgCom in your town, and more.

Preservation Massachusetts Barn Task Force www.preservemassbarns.org or 617-723-3383

The Preservation Massachusetts Barn Task Force is a non-profit alliance dedicated to the preservation of
Massachusetts” historic barns and outbuildings in their agricultural settings. The Task Force seeks to advocate
for the preservation and reuse of historic barns and outbuildings threatened by neglect, development and
changing agricultural needs. Working with government agencies and other organizations, the Task Force
provides technical assistance to promote cost-effective barn stabilization and rehabilitation.

National Park Service

The NPS’ Preservation Briefs #20: The Preservation of Historic Barns (1989) encourages the preservation of
historic barns and other agricultural structures by advocating for their maintenance and use as agricultural
buildings, and by advancing their sensitive rehabilitation for new uses when their historic use is no longer
feasible. Available at www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief20.htm or by calling 866-512-1800
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Green Valley Institute
Publications available at www.greenvalleyinstitute.org/publications.htm
¢  Your Family Land: Legacy or Memory?
This booklet is designed for landowners who think they might want to permanently protect some or all
of their land from development, but aren’t sure where to start. It’s built around a simple set of steps
you can take that, once completed, can put you on the path to a land protection plan that accomplishes
exactly what you want.

e GVI Fact Sheets
GVI has published a series of fact sheets, some of which relate to farmland and open space protection —
see, for example, “Funding Open Space in Massachusetts” and “Saving Land Saves Taxes.”

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources
e A Handbook for Agricultural Commissions (2004)
A step-by-step reference for newly organized agricultural commissions (AgComs), including successful
organizational and planning strategies and case studies. Available at www.mass.gov/agr/agcomm or
by calling 617-626-1726

e Massachusetts Towns with Agricultural Commissions www.mass.gov/agr/agcom/contacts.htm

e Sample Agricultural Commission Warrant Articles www.mass.gov/agr/agcom/samplewarrant.htm

¢ Model Right to Farm Bylaw www.mass.gov/agr/docs/farmbylaw.pdf

e Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program www.mass.gov/agr/landuse/APR/index.htm
The APR Program is a voluntary program intended to offer a non-development alternative to farmers

and other owners of "prime" and "state important" agricultural land who are faced with a decision
regarding future use and disposition of their farms. Towards this end, the program offers to pay
farmers the difference between the "fair market value" and the "agricultural value" of their farmland in
exchange for a permanent deed restriction which precludes any use of the property that will have a
negative impact on its agricultural viability.

The Trustees of Reservations

The Trustees’ 1999 publication, Conserving Our Common Wealth: A Vision for the Massachusetts
Landscape, portrays a vision for land conservation in Massachusetts, region by region, that will inspire a
greater commitment to conservation by our cities and towns and our government leadership. Available at
www.thetrustees.org

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation

The DCR’s 2004 publication, Reading the Land — Massachusetts Heritage Landscapes: A Guide to
Identification and Protection, is a step-by-step guide to the identification, documentation, evaluation and
protection of heritage landscapes. Available at www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/publications.htm or
by calling 617-626-1380.
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The Massachusetts Audubon Society
Publications available at http://massaudubon.org or by calling 781-259-2171

Losing Ground: At What Cost? (November 2003)

Losing Ground documents the loss of 40 acres per day to development in Massachusetts, measures the
economic impact of habitat loss, and includes the first statewide attempt to measure the economic
value of "ecosystem services" provided by undeveloped land.

Shaping the Future of Your Community: A Citizen’s Guide to Involvement in Community Planning,
Land Protection, and Project Review in Massachusetts (June 2007)

Shaping the Future of Your Community explains the most effective ways of curbing sprawl in your
community and guides you in minimizing the impacts of a development project that has already been
proposed.

The Trust for Public Land
Publications available at www.tpl.org or by emailing publications@tpl.org

Community Choices: Thinking Through Land Conservation, Development, and Property Taxes in
Massachusetts (1998)
An economic analysis on the relationship between land conservation, development, and property taxes.

Economic Benefits of Land Conservation (2007)

Does land conservation protect the bottom line? Leading experts in the field assert that it does. The
Economic Benefits of Land Conservation presents quantitative and authoritative research on the economic
benefits land conservation can bring to communities.

Protecting the Source (2004)

Protecting the Source is part of an ongoing effort by the Trust for Public Land and the American Water
Works Association to promote land conservation as a critical approach to drinking water protection.
Protecting the Source, authored by Caryn Ernst, explores scientific, economic, and public health
rationales for using land conservation for drinking water protection and presents best practices for
successful implementation locally.

The Source Protection Handbook (2005)

Provides resources to help a community both make the case for land conservation and also go about
actually conserving those lands. How-to sections include: understanding your watershed; prioritizing
land for protection; building strong partnerships; designing a comprehensive source protection plan;
protecting targeted land; financing the conservation of land; and managing the land.
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