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Fall Schedule 2011

All NPS Activities are Free!
Call 409-951-6700 for more information.


September

Sunday September 11
“Big Thicket Neighborhoods”, 9:00 am. Do plants live in communities?  Come explore the wonders of the Big Thicket with ranger Paula Rivers.  Meet the Ranger at the Kirby Nature Trail on FM 420.  Bring water, a snack, and insect repellent.

Wednesday September 14
Kids’ Library Program, 10:30 am. Kids! Join a park ranger at this special library program to learn about nighttime in the Big Thicket. 1 hour. Meet at the Elmo Willard Library, 3590 East Lucas Str., Beaumont.

Saturday September 17 
Village Creek Clean-up, 8:30 am. Join other caring citizens in this effort to clean Village Creek! Bring or rent your own canoe or kayak. Call (409) 951-6720 for more information.

Sunday September 18
Alabama-Coushatta Baskets and Culture, 1:00. Join park ranger Elliott Abbey to learn how native plants can be woven into a variety of baskets and how this art is part of the Alabama-Coushatta history and culture. Meet at the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center on FM 420, seven miles north of Kountze, TX, on US Hwy 69.

Saturday September 24
“Black Bears in the Big Thicket”, 2 pm. Are there really black bears in the Big Thicket? Find out at this afternoon program. Meet at the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center on FM 420. 1 hour.

Sunday September 25
“Migration Watch on the Sundew Trail”, 9:00 am. Big Thicket lies within a major bird migration route. Come see what’s migrating through with park ranger Paula Rivers.  Meet at the Sundew Trail, located 7 miles north of the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center on CR 1910, just south of FM 2827.  Bring water, a snack, a bird book, and binoculars.






See other side for October programs.
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October

Saturday October 1
Cardinal Cruise on the Neches River, 10 am, $15 for adults, under 6 yrs $5 Join park ranger Mary Kay Manning on the Lamar University pontoon boat for a 2 hour exploration of the Neches River and 10-Mile Bayou. For information call (409) 651-5326.

Sunday October 2
Alabama-Coushatta Dance Regalia, 1:00 pm Join park ranger Elliot Abbey to learn about Native American bead work. He will have several items of his dance regalia on display and explain their meaning, significance, and tradition. Meet at the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center on FM 420.

Friday, October 7
“The Big Thicket: A Living Laboratory”, 6-7 pm. Researchers from around the world come to the Big Thicket to conduct field research. Join us at an informal Science Café at the Logon Café, 3805 Calder, in Beaumont to learn about past and present research done in this area, discoveries made here, and why this work and this region are so important. 

Sunday October 9
“Migration Watch on the Sundew Trail”, 9:00 am. Big Thicket lies within a major bird migration route. Come see what’s migrating through with park ranger Paula Rivers.  Meet at the Sundew Trail, located 7 miles north of the Big Thicket National Preserve visitor center on CR 1910, just south of FM 2827.  Bring water, a snack, a bird book, and binoculars. 

Wednesday, October 12
Kids’ Library Program, 10:30 am. Kids! Join a ranger at this special library program to learn about the animal tracks found in the Big Thicket. Meet at the Elmo Willard Library, 3590 East Lucas Str., Beaumont.
   
Sunday October 16
Alabama-Coushatta Baskets and Culture, 1:00 pm. Join park ranger Elliott Abbey to learn how native plants can be woven into a variety of baskets and how this art is part of the Alabama-Coushatta history and culture. Meet at the Preserve Visitor Center on FM 420.

Saturday, October 22
“Autumn in the Woods”, 9:30 am. Fall is one of the most beautiful times of the year in east Texas. Join a ranger for a 1-mile walk to explore the Pitcher Plant Trail. Meet at the trailhead on FM 4850, 2 miles south of FM 1943. Bring water and good walking shoes. 

Saturday, October 29
“Bat Fest!” Join rangers from Big Thicket National Preserve and Village Creek State Park at special programs at the state park to learn about bats. 10 am: “Bats in our Culture” and “Big Thicket Bats”; 2 pm: “Bats 101 for Kids”; 7 pm: “A Very Batty Night Hike”. $2 for ages 13 and up; kids free.
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