
,..nL. National Park Sewice Bin Thicket SO44 FM 420 
U.S. Department of the Interior ~ai ionat  Preserve Kountse. Texas 77625 

Superintendent's Compendium (409) 951 -6700 {Terephone) 
Of Designations: Closums, Permit (409) 951 877 {Fax) 
Requirements and Btlrer Restrictions 
Imposed Under Discretionary Authority. 

tn accordancs with regulations and the delegated authority provided in Title 36: Code of Federal 
Rerguiations ( -  36 GFR"), Chapter I, Parts 1-7, authorized by Title 18 United States Code, Sectlan 3 ,  the  
Foliowing prollislons apply to a[l lands and waters administered by t h e  Matiorla1 Park Service. within the 
bounda~ies of -fig Thtcket National Preserve. Unless otherwise skated, these regulatory provisio~is apply 
in addition to the reqrrlrernents contained ~n 36 CFR, Chapter I, Parts 1-7. 

Wri2fm-t determinations. which explain the reasoning behind the Superintendent's use sf discretionary 
authority, as required by S e c t i ~ i ~  1.5(c), appear in this document idenfifjed by italicized print. 

I. 38 CFR $1.5 - VISITING HOURS, PUBLlC USE LIMITS, CLOSURES, AND AREA 
DESIGNATIONS FOR SPEClFlC USE OR ACTIVB'FiES 

38 CFR 33,s (aj(7) The foilowing visiting hours and public use h i t s  are establisheel For atl or for 
$he Listed portions of the park, and the following closures are establbhed for all or a portion of the 
park to all public use or to ;9 certain use or activity: 

Visiting Hours: 

Bi;; T"h?cket National Preserve is #pen 24 hours per day with i h e  following exceptions: 

The Preserve Visitar Center is open from 9 0 0  AM to 5:OO PM, 7 d a y s  per week, unless otkerflise 
posted. 

The Presewi? Visifor Center is open based upon person!lei svaiia bilify. 

8 Ail areas designated as DAY USE AREAS are clnserf betweer1 s~rnrjet arrd sunrise far general 
public use: urtless designat~cf by posting. 

Dufing hersrtinky seasan, hunters? with a B I ~  Thicket Hunting Pet-mit, may use the DAY USE 
AREAS from one hour before sunr~ije to one hour after sunset to aacc~ss designated hunt areas 

* Persons launching or retrieving boats or bank fishing way use the DAY USE AREAS adjacent, ro 
park waterways for ihnse purposes 24 hours a day. Built Launching with Trailers is limited to 
designated boat ramps as listed In the Big Thicket National Preserve general brochure. 

* The f~l lowtng areas have been designated as DAY USE AREAS: 

Beaumont Uni t :  
Confluence Day Use Area, Boat Ramp, and Parking Area, Four Oaks Ranctr Road 
Four Oaks Day Use and Parking Area, Four Oaks Ranch Road 

* takeview Sand bar Day Use Area and Parking Area 



Edgewater Drive Day Use Area and Parking Area 
Cook's Lake Road Day Use Area and Parkirlg Area 

Beech Creek Unit: 
Beech Worsds Trail Bay tfse Area and Trailhead 

H~ckorv Creek Savannah Unit; - 
Sundew Trail Day Use Area and Trailhead 

Elicr Sandv Creek UW: 
* Woodlands 'Trail Day Use Area and Tra~lhend 
* B I ~  Sandy Horse Trail Day Use Area and Parking Area 

Rig Sandy Creek Day Use Area and Parking Area 
* Beaver Slide Trail Day Use Arsa 

Lance Ros~er iJ&: 
a, ''H~lntw" Parking Area off Church Mouse3 Raad at the northeast corner of the  cnlt 

Cotton Road Hilnter Parking Area 
6 Tee1 Road Eridge Pat-king Area 

Lower Pdeches River Corridor Unit: - 

Highway 96 Day Use Area. Evadale Bridge 

Menard Creek Corridor Unit: -- 

* Holly Grove Day Use Area and Parking Area 
* Hanp n' Holler Day Use Area 
e Bird Watchers Trail Day Use Area and Parking Area 

Neches Bottom and Jack Gore Bavaall Und: 
Franklin Lake Day Use Area and Parking Area 

* Tirnber Slorlgh Raad Day Use Area located at the terminal end of Tirnber Slough Road st the 
Neches River 
Potato Patch Lake Day Use Area and Parking Area 

a Sandlot Lake Day Use Area and Parking Area 

Turkey Creek Writ: 
Kirby Nature Trailhead (Staley Cabin) Day Use Area and Parking Area 
Day iJsc Area and Trailhead on the south side of FM 7 943 

* Day Use Area and Trailhead an south side of County Line Roac! 
* Dsy U s 2  Area and Traithead nn the  north side of County t ~ n e  Road 
o P~tcher Plant Trad Day Use Area and Trailhead 

Uay Use Area and Trailhead un the  south side of Hesier Bridge Raad 
9 Gardner Cemetery Park~rlg Area 

U ~ p e r  Neches River Corridor-.....: 
e McQueen's Landing Baal Ramp and Day Use Area 

Villaqe Creek Corridor Unit 
White Beach Sandbar Day Use Area 

These amas are designatad as day use areas due to public safely concerns. These improved 
recr-2a fional sites haw a hisfory of Isate night parties, illegaf camphg, dri~g use and paaching c'lcti~ities. 
7hls closure is necessary to maintain acceptable conditions, to reduce var7dalism, lo prevent canipjng in 



ur:;:titffclrized aress and to prevent ofher common vio1a:ions (such as underage alcohol consumption, 
lifrer, and ve h i c l ~  travel off of eslablished rvufes?. 

Pub!ic Use Limits: 

VisitQra; must remain an the established trail system at the Pitcher Plant Bog in the northeastern 
portion of t h e  Turkey Creek Unit 

Natural vege!a!;on i f1 the Pitcher Plant Savanrlah is very suscaptible fc damage from foot fus=Rc. 
Incr-easigrg intsres! ,;pl and pu63Iicif.y about this unusual area has resulfed m growing ~rrlpacfs $0 $he 
res~lbrct? A troll a r ~ d  boardwalk were C O ~ S ~ ~ U G & ~  in this area clr:ri!lg 7 984 $0 alhw public enjoy~nent of 
the area wifhou: advzrse impact to the plants. 

Glass beverage containers are prohibited cn the water courses 2nd sandbars wlth~n the Preriert~e 
on ths focallotving waterways: 

Neches River 
Village C ~ r e ~ k  
Big Sandy Creek 
Menard Creek 
Ttnrkey Creek 

Gl'ass, i:! dd:i!!io!? to becoming !ikfer, can creak both enviranrnerrtd anti safety concerns. Glass 
cont2insrs create serious sidhty hazards for visj?rprs when broken in s3nd.y besch and wafer areas where 
visitors ?eyuent!y walk barefmf, 

All areas wiihin the Preserve affected t ~ y  fire management operations, irrcluding wildfires and 
prescribed fires are CLOSED to publrc use ot en try until cieclamcl sde and available tor public 
use by the lnciderrf. Commander. 

WiIciIand fires, and the activVi!ks as saciafed wifh suppressj~7q and managing !hem are irrherenfly 
hazerclfaar~~ in order to prufec? ihe public all arcas affected hy fire ~rranagemenl operafi:~;x . T I L I S ~  he 
impeded for p;afe!y afld resource management concerns before bairqg opened to nwsmai public use 
3 ctivitk 3. 

* The Regal Fern Bog Research Natural Area located in the Geaurnant Unit, and The 
Neches Bottom Research Natural Area located in the  Neches Bottom Unit, are CLOSED 
tca public entry ar use  without a permit. Maps [copies attached) showing these areas are 
a\:a~ka$ie for public inspeclion at the Preserve Hsailquarters Office. 

2rrgaj11g research i r r  these areas could be cotnpromised by public activifks, and entry into these 
areas must be iimited fo protect the naturdly occurr-iny processes being studied. 

Stn~ctures acquired by the National Park Service in catrjunctian with the acqlrisition of lands for 
the  Big Thicket National Preserve are CLOSED to public entry ar use. Such structures shall be 
markecl by the postir'lg of standard "No Trespassing -- U S ,  Government Property" signs !n a 
conspicuous location on the exterior d each stnrcture, f his closure shall riot apply ta !he Visitor 
Center. Heac?quarterslMajnte!nar~ces Complex offices, Environmental Education Center, 
Wme!ville Ranger Station, fire Management Qff~ce, and the Saratoga Research Station during 
those times that they are staffed by National Park Service personnel and open for business, 

The #af10~81 Park Sef~jcs has  acquired a tlurnber uf cabins and sirnifar structures !ocsied in various parts 
of [he Presewe. Tha rnzjorify of these structures will be disposed of in accordance with app!icabla 



Federal r~gulatioions. These struciut-es are [rot beirtg ~nainla~nsd by the Mafio~lat Park Service and are 
i+ypical/y unsafe for visitor use. 

@ The Big Sandy Horse Trail in the Big Sandy Creek Unit and the Beech Woods Tmil in t h e  Beech 
Creek Unit are closed to hiking during the designated Preserve hunting season as published 
annually in the Big Thicket National Preserve Hunting Guide and Regulations, 

These trails are chsed dur.i:q himting seasan limit conflicfs between user groups and fn reduce ssfefy 
hazards for nor? hunters who are !lot required fo cou1p14, with hunter orarlge appard regul~fions. 

I The fallowing areas of the Preserve are dosed to camping: 

L i t t l ~  Pine Island-Pine Island Bayou Corridor Unit 
kltckory Creek Unit 
LoSlolly Unit 
Pdlr?nard @re& Corridor Unit 
Saridbar lo~ated directly acrfiss the Neches River from the Lakeview Day Llse Area 
island Sandbar located across Village Creek from the White Beach Day Use Area 

The sandbars are u/osed fo camping d ~ l e  fcs fhe heavy demand for picnicking, fishing, and sirn11x 
activities at these sites. These sandbars zre rnaked with apprcpriate signs to indicate this resf~icffon. 
The Uniis c:Iosed to campirlg ar? cIosed because af fh-reir small size and limited sccess opportunities far 
fie public. 

* All portions af the  following tinits are closed lo carnpir~y dirrtng t h e  Preserve hunting season: 

Beaumont Unit (including sandbars along the Neches R~ver) 
Beech C r w k  Unit 
Big Sandy CI-eek Unit 
N\~ed?es Batturn and Jack Gore Baygall Uriit !including sandbal-s along the  Neches Rivsrj 
Lance Rosier Unit 

i :AL'.\'I' C jffitA~ arc cjosed to calnpir~g during h~;ntioy season fu h i t  poten&/ eonflicfs he t w e n  t?ut?fers 
a## ~?ct~-hunfers  and to reduce safety hazard.? fa nun hunters who are riot required Io ccrrrply with ht(!'ltw 
artmge apparel regulations. . 

Tire fr)liowrrlg 1.1nrts of the  Preserve are closed to hunting: 

Turkey Creek Unit 
Hickory Creek Savannah Unit 
Lobluily Ur~rt 
Littie Pine Island-Pine lsland Bayou Corridor Un~t 
Upper Neches River Corridor Unit 
Lower Neckes River Corridor Unit 
Mer~ard Creek Corrid~r Unit 

Limited partiorrs of the follow~ng unrts of the Preserve, as delineared on httnting area maps 
provided with each Big Thicket hunting permit and available at the Big Th~cket Visitor Center, are 
closed to hunting: 

Beaumont Unit 
Beech Creek Unit 
Big Sandy Creek Unit 
Neches Bottorn and Jack Gore Baygall Ur-lit 
Larlce Rosier Unrt 



-. 
; nese areas are c h e d  to hunting because they do not confzin suificient land area go allow hunting 
wttlout conflicts developing with adjoining land0 wrlefs or to allow for oAer recreational uses durirg the 
?::inting season khphjle redu~jng conflicts befween h~snfers and non-hunters. 

* f x l - 9 ~  foltowing units are closed to trapping Shrvtlghaut the year: 

Beech Creek Unit 
813 Sandy Creek Unit 
I+lr:k#ry Creek Savannah Unit 
totsioily U!lit 
Little Pirle Islancf-Pine Island Bayou Corr~dfrr Un~t 
lower- Neche:i River Corridor Unit 
Menard Creek Corridor Unit 
Turkey Creek Unit 
Upper Nsches River Cot-ridor Unit 

Limited portions of thc: fullnwir~g units of t h e  Preserve, as delineated on trappjng area nlaps 
provided wi%h each Big Thicket trapping permit and available at the  Big Thicker Visitor Center, are 
dosad Trapping throughout tne year: 

Beacrmont Unit 
Nec-hes Gottorn and Jack Gure Baygall Unit 
Lance 15:jsier Unit 

These seas afe closed to 2'rappirq he~al f se  tf~e,y dcj ilc): c~ntain sufFjCjenf (2nd a r m  fa a /hw trapping 
withouf ccr!?Pic;!'.s developing with adjoining lano'ocvners or lo allow for ofher r~creaii~rvd uses during the 
:.r~ppir?g segsnn while r ~ d t b c i ~ ~ g  coviflicts between :rappers and afher user groups. 

38 CFR $1.5 {a)(2) The foiiowirsg areas have been designated for a spe~i f ic  use sr activity, under 
the conditions and!or restridions as noted. 

a EPAMD's, whelr used by a mobility impaired person for locomotion, may be used in all portions of 
Big 'Thicket National Preserve in the sarrle rrlanner as a Motorized Wheelchair with the following 
rsstrictic\ns. 

Ar: electric personal assistive mobility device (EPAMD) is defined as, a self-baiancing tivo ;)on- 
t,3ndem wheeled device, designed to transport only one person, wit11 an electric ~ ~ O ~ U I S I O H  
system, with an average p w e r  of 750 watts {one horsepower), whose maximum s p e ~ d  on a 
paved level surface is less than 20 MPH. 

* EPAMD's shall be limited lo a maximum speed of 8 mph, 

An EPAMD operator trweling on :I sidewalk, trail, ar other pedestrian accessible area of the 
Preserve: shall have the rights and duties of a pedestrian, shall exercise due care to avoid 
coliidiny ;with pedestrians, and shall yield the right of way to pedestrians. 

EPB;MD operators shall be at least 18 years of age. 

&il.e'$~a&pa €PA Mil 'S /lave inti-easing& become a common mode of conveyance 2nd are often adopled 
rss a mode of mnwysnce by mwbiIity impaired persons. ' These devices provide benefits by increasing 



pevpie 's mobility and subsfjtufing for aufornobile fra~e/~ but !hey car1 mate  new prabjems suci, as 
congesti~n arid risks to ofher no#-rnof orized facility irsers. " ( TorW Litrnan and Robirr Hair, Managjng 
Personal Mobilily Dl; vices (PMDs) On Hen-motorized FaciIifies, 26 July 2006). EPAMD 's when opera fed 
on :rails, sidewaks and ather padestrian accessible areas can increase? access for mobility impaired 
persons i>uf can also cause increased risks for €PA MD operators and other perkstrians. These 
restrictions area required fa enhance the safety of the general public and EPAMD opera!ar.~. 

Cam- - 

* Please refer to 52 ? 0 far detailed camping restrictions and conditions. 

H .  38 CFR sf .6 - ACTfVLTBES THAT REQUIRE A PERMIT 

36 CFR $1.6(fi The foilowing is a compilation of those activities for which e permit from the 
supsriatewdent is reqaaired: 

§2.4{d) Carry or possess a weapon, trap, or net. 

52.5{a) Spectrnen collection ( T a k ~  plant, fish, wildlife, rocks or m~nerab) 

* 52.10(aj Backcountry Camping See section 2.10 for specific camping regulations. 

* 52.12 Audio Disturbances: 
{a)(2) Operating a chain saw fn developed areas 
(aj(3) Operation of any type of portable matar or engine, or device powered by 

a portable rnotor or engine in non-developed areas 
(aj(4) Operation of a public address system in connection with a prrblic 

gathering or special event for which a permit has been isscred pursuant 
to 52-50 or $2.51. 

L $2,17 Aircraft K, A I ~  Delivery: 
(a1(31 Dellvery or retrieval of a person or object by parachute, heticopter or 

other airborne means 
{c j ( l ]  R ~ m a v a l  af a downed aircraft 

$2.37 Soliciting or demanding gifts, rnaney goods or ser\~ices (Pursuant. In t h e  terms 
and conditions of a permit issutd under $2.50, $2.51 or $2.521 

$2.38(a) Explosives: Use, posses:.;: $!ore, transport ~?xplasives, bjasking agents 

* 32.50(aj Conduct a spur:s event, pageant, regatta, public spectator aitraction 
entertainrnerlt, ceremony, and similar events. 

ee §2.51(a) Pcrblir, assemblies, meetings, gatherings, demons tralions, pai-ades and a the r  
public expressions of views, 

as $2.52(c) Sale or distribution of printer matter that is no: solely cummsrcial advertising. 

$2.G?fa) Residing un federal lands 

32.62 Memortahzation: 
{a) Erect~on of monuments f Requires approval from Regional Director) 



(b) Scattering ashes From human cremation. 

* $5-2 Advertisements - {Display, posting or distribut~on.) 

$5.3 Engaging in or soiiciting any business 
(Requires a pewnih, contract or other written agreement with the United States, or 
rnusk be pursuant tc special regulations) 

$5.5 Commercial PhatayraphylFilrning: 
(a) Commercial filming af motion pictures or television involving %he use of 

professional casts, settings or crews, ather than bona fide newsreel or news 
television 

(bj Still photography of vehicles, or other articles of commerce or models for the  
purpose of cornrnsrc-cial advertising 

$5.6(cj Use of corrrmercial vehides on park area roads (The superintendent shall issue a 
permit to access private lands wrrhln or adjacent to the park when access is 
utkerwisa not available) 

55,T Corrstritct~ofi oF buridlngs. facllrties, trails, roads, boat docks, path, structure, etc. 

* v . W c )  l-irtrlting and trappi:lg. See sectioil 7.85(c) for specific hunting and trapping 
perm it ~ ~ n d i t i o n s  

* $9.32(a) Access for gas and oil operations. (A plan of operatiant; approved by the 
Regional Director shall serve as ihe operaror's access permit.) 

118. GENERAL REGULATIONS 

38 CFR g 2 . G  PPRESERVATilON OF NATURAL, CULTURAL AND ARCHEOLOGHCAL RESOURCES 

fa)(4) Dead wood on the ground may be callscted for use as fuel for campfires within the park In 
the fo3'rowing arsas: 

r The collection of woad (dawned woad andlsr driftwood) is allowed an sandbars along the PJecties 
River and Village Creek for the purposs of campfires assaciated with backcountry cam pifly. 

((b) Hiking or p&estrfan traffic is restricted to the trail or walkway as listed in Section *% "5 of this 
document, 

2 ,. 
P r~rkir~g ar pedestr~an use of the Pitcher Plant Savannah in the northeastern portion of t h e  Turkey 

Creek U n ~ t  is restricted to the established trail and boardwalk. The posting of appropriate signs rn 
the !ir)lt shall in~l~cnte this restriction. 

{c)(l); {c){2)  The following fruits, nuts, berries or unoccupied seaahellis may be gathered by hand 
for persona1 use or consumption, in accordance with the noted sire, quantity, coBiedlon sites 
andlor use ar consumption restrictions: 

Gaiherifig o i  fruits, berries, and nuts by hand for personal use or consumption is permitted in the 
Presewe. Gathering is lirnlted to pawpaw, may haw, wild grape, wild strawberry, wild blueberry, 
wild huckleberry. blackberry, dew berry, mulberry, walnuts, pecan nuts, and hickory nuts. The 



total quantity of edible fruits, berries, or nuts that  rnay be pos:jess~d is limited to one quarl pEr 
person. 

Dstermtnatiaian: Limited cof7surnpiinn d lhese resources does no! adversely nffecf the r e p r o d u ~ ~ t o ~ ~  GP 
either the phn ts or f#?e wiId1ife food source. If future monifaring indicates that such gatI?eriog or 
canscdmpfjaion is Wely fa cause sdverse affects to park resources. then the airthorrzafiun of this 
carislrmpfive use will he ferminat~d. 9se of these items for any purpose other fhnn personal cansurryf~oian 
is specifically pro hihifed. 

38 CFR 52.2 - WILDLIFE PROTECTION 

id) The transporting of lawfu'pslly taken wllldiife through the park is permitted under the fo#lowing 
conditions and procedures: 

The transporeatiilta of lawfully taken wildlife through the Preserve will be in accordance with 
applicable State law. 

(e) The foltowlng areas are dosed to the viewing of wildlife with the use of an artificial Iigkt: 

* The viewing of wildl~fe with artificial light is protribitecf in all portions of the  Preserve. 

36 CFR q2.3 - FISHING 

fd)12) Possession or use of iiva or dead minsnlawa or other bait fish, nun-preserved fish eggs or roe 
Is permitted in the bollowiarg fresh water areas: 

'T-he possession or use of Iiva or dead rninnoaus or other bait fish, non preserved fish eggs or roe 
is psm~itted in all fresh water areas of the Preserve in accordance with the provisions of State 
I;tt:v. 

36 CFR g2.4 - WEAPONS, TRAPS, AND NETS 

[a)(2)[i) Weapons, traps, or nets may on%y bs carried, possessed or used at the following 
designated times and tocations: 

lndividraals ho!ding a valid Big Thicket Wrinting permit rnay carry I T  2nd ,22 caliber rim fire 
cartridge rifies tvhile hunting small game and hogs and niay carry shut guns: rntrxie-loading 
rifles, and bow and arrows while hunting hogs and other species authorized by the permit; and In 
accordance with state law. 

Slugs and buckshot may be possessed andlor tlsed only during the deer gurl season 

Crnssbaws are allowed in acccjrdance with State of Texas RagulaCions 

% Firearms must be unloaded {empty chamber and magazine) while crossing an arsa closed t0 
hunting while traveling lo a hu!lting area. 

Ir>dividuals holding a valid Big Thicket Trapping Permit may, for the purpose of trapping fur 
bearing anrmals. carry, possess or c~se in the Preserve not mare than an aggrega ta of 24, 
unmodified steel leg hold traps, snares? ccnjbear traps or live traps. 

38 CFR K2.10 - CAMPING and FOOD STORAGE 



{a) The sites and areas listed bellow have been designated far camping activities as noted. A 
pern$f system has been sstab$ishsd for camping activities and conditions for camping and 
camping activities are in effect as noted: 

Campirrg in Big Thicket National Preserve is limited to backcaurttry awas and is subject to the follow~rig 
conditiarns: 

* Permits are required for camping, Permits tnay be obtained at the Pr~serve Visitor Center 

Areas open to camping are designated in portions of t h e  following PTESEWE ~~n i t s .  

Lower Neches River Carridor Unit on sandbars and islands 
Turkey Creek Unit; 
Viltage Creek Corridor Unit on sandbars and islands 
Upper N ~ c h e s  River Corridor Unit on sand bars and islands 

r Areas open to camping except during hunting season are designated in portions of the  failowing 
Preserve units: 

Beaualont Unit 
Beech Creek Unit 
Big Sandy Creek UrriQ 
I_a;jce Rosier Unit 
N e c k s  Bottom and Jack Gore Baygall Unit 

Ma;ss showing approved cnnlprng areas are attached as an appendix to this dacuwrs;nt and are 
available for ptrSl~c inspection at the V~sitor Center and are fur~~i:j?~ecl upon request to the publi~  
anb to each group receiving a pert-llit for backcountry camping. 

A rnernber 01 tI:e camping party must ohtam a permit in persorr. No third party representative is 
ifi:tll~il~ed to obtain perrnits uriless that person has been ~ssued an Incidental Business Permit, 
and :hi.; aciivity has Seen expressly authorized in the license. 

* G~ou) size is 11m1ted to eight persons. 

r Backcobn!ry use 1s ltrnlted to five days per t r ~ p  

Catrlpsites rnusr be at least 200 feet from a un~t boundary, road, or trait. 

* Camp~r~g ts not allowed in areas posted "DAY USE ONLY," induding t h e  takeview Sandbar arld 
the sarldbar /mated dtrectly across from Lakev~ew, and the  sandbar at the end of Timher S1ougl.l 
Road 

Soi11~ banks of Vrllage Creek and Ihc Neches River are privately awned - camp an sandbars only 
aiorlg :he main wiltercourses. 

Open fires and charcoal are altowed only on sandbars along the Neches River using driftwood cr 
dead and down timber. 

Camp stove t ~ g l  is allowed Preserve wide. 

All t ~ s s h  and garbage rnust be packed out. 



Horses (except on the Big Sandy  Horse Trail in t h e  Big Sandy Creek Unit'! and ~notorirecl vehrcles 
are prohibited. 

* Bicycles are prohrbited a n  all Preserve tralls with the exception cf the  Big Sandy  Horse Trail. 

Possession of glass containers is prohibited on sandbars and water courses along the Neches 
River, Village Creek, Big Sandy Creek! Fvlenarrf Creek, and Turkey Creek. 

Possession of firearms and  weapons is prohibited while carwping urlless stared In a rrlartner 
described in 36 CFR 52.4(6), 

Possessron of Firearms ancf weapons is prohibited in the Preserve at night from orla hour after 
sunset to cne hour before sunnse. 3G CFR $7.85(d)(2) 

{b){3) Camping within 25 feet of a fire hydrant or main road, or within 100 feet of a flowing stream, 
river or body of w&er is authorized only in the %oliowing areas, lander the conditions noted: 

The public is allowecl to camp on sandbars (areas below t h e  vegeiation line) within 25 f ~ e f  of t h e  
waters edge on !he Ner;fies River i r ~  t he  Upper Neches River Corridor Unit: Neches Bottom and 
Jack Gore Baygall Unit, Lower Neches River Corridor Unit, Village Creek Corridor U n ~ t ,  ar:d 
Beaumont Unit. 

36 CFR 52.1 1 - PlCNtCKIMG 

Conditions for P~c@kj,gs: 

Burying andlor burning trash is strictly prol-rihlted, 

36 CFR 2.4 3 - FBRES 

(a)(3)  The lighting or maintaining of fires is generaiiy prohibited, except as provided for in the 
following designated areas andtor receptacies, and under the conditions noted: 

Sarldhars along the Village: Creek 
Sandbars along the  Neches River 

Esfnbl~shed Conditions for Fires: 

Ogen fires are a l l o w d  only on sandbars along Village Creek and t,he Meches River. 
Driftwood or dead and downed timber collected In the Preserve may be used in tires 
Firas must not be Iai! unattended. 

(aJj2) "The foi>ll(~ii i ng  restrictions arc i n  cff'tct tur tile us< of stuajeu or lantct 11s: 

Stoves or lanterns used in the preserve rnay not be left unatlended when lit. 

jb) Fires must be extinguished according to the toitowing conditions: 

* Fires must be completed extinguished with charcoal and ashes scattered befare leariirig arl area, 

36 CFW 52.14 - SANITATION and REFUSE 



{b) Conditions for the dlspossl, e;eantaiinerlrat!on, or c;ad%gl~uf of human body waste have been 
estatPIished as follows: 

Digging trenches for toilet ptrrposes is prohibited. 
P Disposal of human body waste must be at least 25 feet away from any creek bank or trail. 
r Buried h~xrnarl waste must  be in a kale 8-8 inches in depth. After use %he hale must be covered 

36 CFR 82.115 - PETS 
Qa)(l) The foilowln$j structures andlor areas are cclosed to the possession of pats: 

u Any special event or program open to the pubtic and in 
8 All areas designated for hunting, trapping, and camping during times established for t h e s ~  

activities. 

ia)(5) Pat excrss-wsnt must be dispos~d of In accordance with the foBBow$pag conditions: 

* Pet oxcremsnt must be picked up and carried out of the Preserve, or disposed of In 217 

appropriate Brash receptacle. 

Note: in accordance with 36CFR 2.45(a){?), these ciosures shall not apply to guide dogs 
accompanying visual I y-impaired persons or hearing-ear dogs accompany lng hearing-impaired 
persons. 

38 CFR 62,28 - HORSES and PACK ANIMALS 

g,) The #otiowlng animals are designated as pack animals for purposes of transporting equipment: 

Horses, burros, mules, nr other hoofed rnanlmals 

(kt) The use of horses or pack animals is aliowecl on the following trails, routes or areas: 

* Big Sandy Horsg Trail in the Blg Sandy  Creek Yn~t  except during the Preserve hurlting seasnrl. 
m Rights-ai-way af designat~d a n d  rna~ntained County and State highways. 

( g )  Other conditions concerning the use of horses or pack animats: 

Horses must be kept under pilysical corltrui at all timer;: they  may noi: be left to gl'aze or water 
unattended. 
Off-trail horseback ridrr-tg is prohibited. 
Graaj:lg is no; pern-t~tted Hay 1s not permitted in the backcountry d u e  to the likelihood of 
~ntr~eiucing seeds r:f exut~c grasses. 

r Hitch ra~i:;. wher; available, rnust  be used. 
Ii7 the absence of h~tch ra~js, horses must be tied to a line strung between trees in such a manner  
that stock earlnot damage tree trucks. tree roots. or other vegetation. 
Tying horses directly to trees is pruhib~ted. 

The General b%wagerr~en t Han for the lareserve inc/ude.s provisions for a horse frail in the Big Sandy 
Creek Chit. The Pfeserve wit1 canfhinr~e to eflow traa'ifional horse use along Cailnty roads in the Prmwrve. 
Cross-cairnfry USE: is prohihiterX in order to reduce adverse; impacts from grazing, soil and vegetation 
d i s ~ x b ~ ~ ~ c ~ s  from hoaveq and infroductian OP exotic pisflfs through srlimal wastes, 

36 CFR 52.21 - SMOKING 



(a) The following partions of the park, or ail or portions of bulltdlngs, structures or facilities are 
closed to smoking as noted: 

* Smoking is pruhibited In at! Preserve structures and Government vehicles. 

E r n p / o y ~ ~ s  and Preserve visifnrs are ent!t/ed to a smoke-free environment to pre veni invo!untary 
exposlare second-hend tobacco smoke. 

35 CKR $222 - PROPERTY 

{ia)(2) Properky may be deR unatteasded for periods Ionger than 24 hours in %he kB1owlng areas and 
under the foBliawing conditions: 

* Vehides and boats may be left unattended jrr the Presevte tn cun~unctian with use of a valid 
backcauntry camping permit. S u c h  uehicles, haats. ancf property must ke removed from the 
Preserve prior ta expiration d the perrnlt. Vehicles and boats rnusi  be described at the timi? a 
backcountry permit is obtained. 

36 CFR 62.35 -ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES and CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

(aJ@)[iJ The fattowing pubBic use areas, portions of public use areas, andfor pubiic facilities within 
the park are ciosed to consumption of aa8mhoilk: beverages, andlor to the possession of a battle, 
e m  or other receptacle c~nlaining aka aleohrsiic beverage that is open, or h a s  bean opened, or 
whose seal has been broken or the contents of which have been partlaliy removed: 

* 'The possession andtor consumption of alcoholic beverages is PROHlBlTEU in all Day Use Areas 
listed in Sectior~ 1.5 -- CLOSURES AND PUBLIC USE LIMITS --and in all areas designated for 
hunting arrd trapping (luring the seasans established far these act~vities. 

Deferrninatjr~,?. All m a s  listed tn Section 7.5 of fhis document are cclsssd fo a!cdlolic beverages. All nf 
these areas have /i;ni,Ped space for parkiog of vehicles arrd the space needs to be availakle fcr ~/ts;torj. 
using tmis ar!d facilitiss prii video' Irr y the Preserve. Other fucatiuns are readily available it1 !fie tlici:li:i, lor 
perso;ls tuiw LYI,?~ !:I sit in If!s.ir' vehicIes and consume alcoholic Aeverages. Use of [ ~ , U S B  par'kir~y areas 
as gat-her4if?g places for alcohol cu:unsuwrpfiun ajso cuntrjhuf~s Eo vand~l~sism and I!i ter. These arec'is :?a t.2 

been i,npruved to ii'rciude rest room Fdeilifies, picnic fables, and barbecue erens. The Nz-tiunal Park 
Service recognizss fhaf fhe public has a Irtg;iir??~f~ right to recreate in fhsse areas. However! mafly 09 
fhese r~creatioionel use areas have a history of late i ) i ~ ! ) i  padies, which inskrd~s the cansumptbiun of 
alcohol and illegal drcigs The history of illegal aciicf~t~e s indicates Ihaf the public irtf~resi is best served hy 
limiting use. As a result, these areas have been closed to the possessir~rr andhi- car?swnption of 
a/coha/ic bswrages. Prohihiti~lg f h ~  J J I ~ S S P S S ~ O ~  and/or consurnpfion OF al~ohalic beverages in these 
areas has not had an impact or] iegifjtnate ppr~htic use of :he Prsserve. 

38 CFR s2.51 - PUBLIC ASSEMBLIIES, MEETINGS 

(e) The fdiowfng areadsites are designated a5 available for public assemblies: 

r 'The bus prarkiz~g spaces alrrl tllc C C I I ~  cr si~icu';~l h at thc Big 'Thicket Visitor C'exltcr 
paking area, as indicsltud on the; map in appcrxdix :i. 

36 CFR 52.52 - SALE OR DiSTRUBiTiOH OF PRINTED MATTER 

( E )  The following areaslsites are deslgnted as availiabls for the sale or distribution of printed matter: 

1 ' 1 1 ~  hus parking spaces and the centcr sidewalk at the Big 'Thickct Visitor- C'rnter 
pilr'k~ ng area, as irlclicatcd on the map in appelzc%ix A. 



36 CFR 83.6 - BOATING OPERAT$ONS 

(h) The failowing areaslsires are designated for the iaunching or recovery of V B S S ~ ! ~  using a 
trailer: 

Confluence Boat Ramp, Beaumont Unit. 
McQereen's Landing Boat Ramp. Upper Neches River Corridor unit. 

Note: the $stlowing public and private boat ramps. adjacent to the Preserve, are also available far 
laitnching and recovery of vessels using a trailer. 

* Hwy 89 Pine Island Bayou Boat ramp, public 
Hwy 96 Village Creek Boat Ramp. public 
Hwy 98 N e c h ~ s  River boat ramp, public 

* Chandler's Landing, private 
Johns, take, private 
Sheffic-rld Ferry, private 

36 CFR 53.21 - SWtMMBMG AHD BATHING 

(a)($) The foitowlng areas are closed to swimming and bathing: 

A11 areas within 100 feet of a designated boat launch facility. 

38 CFR 84.10 - TRAVEL ON PARK ROADS AND ROUTES 

(a) Park mads open far travel by motor vehicle are those indicated below, andlor as indicated in 
the follovsing publications: 

r Park raads opsrl for public travel are ik~ose incficated in the Big Tl-ticiist Brochure 

36 CFR 54.30 - BICYCLES - 
{a) Bicycle use is permitted on park roads, parking areas, and on the following designated routes. 

The Big Sandy Horse Trail in the Wig Sandy Creek unit except during l~trnting season. 

The Ejg Sandy Creek Unit Horse Ti-a!l k)lio~vs a series of abarld~lrred logging roads fh~la? frave keen 
heavily hnpacfed during years of pri~ate ownership. These mads are now maintained 8s administrafitrs: 
roads for fire rnac~age~~nenl end other adrr~ir~islralrwe access. The use of horses and bicycles on the Horse 
Tmi! have been determined fa be.? compat~ble uses, and such use is corisisfenf wit!? the Preserw's 
s?aturat scenic, and aesthetic wai;llrles, safefy uunstderahons. and management ubjecfives, and wjl not 
~%i,sfurh wiIdf& or Preserve resources. 

36 CFR 67.85 - SPECIAL REGULATtOrJS. BIG THICKET NATIONAL PRESERVE 

(c j  In addMian to applicable State licenses or pertnits a permit frorr; the Superinter~dent is reqrnirad for 
flunking or trapping on Preserve lands. 

Hi~oti?;~ oerrnit conditions 

-The h ~ l n t i r ~ g  season with~r-t the Big Thi~ket National Preserve Wends from the opening date o i  
:he Slate of Texas fall hunting season through the second Sunday in January. The extended hog 
only season extends from January f 5: 2007, until February 28, 2007. Deer season ends at the 



end a$ general gun season. The Texas spring hunting season a n d  t h e  special muzzle-loader 
seasan are not observed rn the Big Thicket Nafional Preserve, Hunting at any other time or- rn 
any other mannet" than prescriber! in this set of r~gutations is prohibited. 

The fallowjng game animals and b~rds may be hunted in the preserve: white-tailad deer, squirrel, 
rabbit, feral hog, ar~d  waterfowl 

The fellawinp items must b e  in your possession while hunting In the Preserve: 

,: Biy Thicket Hunting Permit; 

Staie of Texas Hunting License; 

tlriver7.s License or an official persuniil ~dentificatron certificate issued by a Slate depart men t 
of pubiic safely or similar State agency authorizorl to issue ;a driver's license. 

:; Appropriate State andlor Federal stamps; 

:> Texas Hunter Safety Course Certification {if required). AH hunters who are Age 17 and older 
and whose date of birth is on or after September 2, 1971, must have successfully cotlrpleted 
the Saxas Hunter Safety Course to hunt in the State 07 Texas.  All hunters who are Age I 2  
through 2 6 must have successfully completed a hunier education course or be accompanied 
by a licsrlsed hunter 17 years of age or alder. All huniers *&ho are under 12 years of age 
must  be accan? yanied by a Iicansed psrrnikted hunter t 7 years of age or older. 

Persons who are ? 4 years of age w younger by October I of the fall hunting scasan are not 
required t~ have a permit, but thcjl must be in the immediate cctntral of a licensed perrnitt~d 
bun tsr Age I 7 or older. 

Each hunter must  place a copy of the Big Thicket Hunting Permit on the dashboard of the vehicle 
from which hslshe is hunting so that it can he read from outside the vehicle. Hunlers whu wili be 
hunting in the Neches Bottom and .lack Gore Daygall Unit and Beaumont Unil hunting areas will 
h e  issued a special boat permit. Thrs permit must be left in the boat from w h ~ h  they are hunting 
in a waterproof container attached to t h e  vessel in plain view. 

Possession or c,ons!~rnpt~on of an alcoholic beverage vghtle in s unit open to hunting is prohibited, 

Hunter Clrange or International Orange must be worri and v~sjbfe at all iinles while hunting in the  
Pr~serue. ,411 hunrers  are required to wear a minimum of 400 q u a r e  inches of Hunter Brartgc- or 
In ternat~onal Orange while in designated hur~ting areas. The excepticrrr is waterfowl hunters when  
siationary in their waterfowl blinds. 

Flunters may hunt in the "hunting srea" as shown on tha enclosed unit map; however, they rnay 
not hunt witllin 500 feet of any des~gnated trail, roadway, residence: ar any navigable watenvay 
(Necks River, Pine Island Bayou. andlor I-NVA Canal). 

Flagging, any marking cfev~ce, or any other method of marking is pruhjbited 

Hunters must carry out all trash. tncludrng enrpty shotgun shells. Only field dressing of game is 
allowed within the Pi~serva 

Hunters may park vehicles along roads or in designated parking areas but may not block gates or 
roads. 



Hunters are required to return a Big Thicket Hawest Card at the end of the hunting season. 
Hunters thai do not return a Harvest Card will be ineligible to receive a hunting permit for the 
following season. 

The sliperjr~fendent has defermined that fhe listed hunting permif conditions are necessary to provide POT 
the safe& of %he public, the prwtecfioian of the flora and fauna of the Preserve, eEecfive adminisfration and 
msnagemenl or' the Preserve, and fu provide for- the puMic use and enjoyment of the Preserve. 

"ffraRpi?kq permit conditions 

e The trapping seasons in Big Thicket National Preserve are December f in a giver) year through 
.ianuary 31 of the following year. 

The following fur bearing animals rnay be trapped in the preserve: badger, beaver, civet cat, grey 
fox, red fox, mink, muskrat, ~utria, opossum, otter, raccoon, ring-tailed cat, striped skunk, and 
spotted skunk. 

r Trapping is limited to the trappirig area as indkafeo' on [naps pfavMed with the f app j f ig  permits. 
Presefve boundaries are msrhed bvifh Ma fionai Park Service bnundary ssigns and/or wifh ye/!olow 
pain aron frees, Trapping areas are bounded k34f a cornbir?atkm of pipelines, flag lines, and 
Preseriie boundaries. Trapping out side of the designated st-e a within the unit is sfricfiy lyrohii~itetd. 

Trappers may trap in fhe trapfling area as! shown on the map provided wit!? the pi3rmif: 110wt?~er, 
fr~ppir!g is prohihifed wifl~in 500 feet d any desigf?afed h i l ,  roadway, residence, w arly narpigah1.s 
waferway (Neches River, Pine island Bayou, and/or LMVA Canau. 

* Traps may rtof he set on old I ~ g g i n g  trails! ppelines, or abandoned roads. 

The use r5f a handgun to kil! a fur-bearir?~ animal caught in a trap is sl'pjctly prohibited. A .17 or. 22 
caiiher TAR-fir! rifk uray he tiserd for slrch p~drpo~es.  Larger clafiher rifles are; nof permiffed. A rifle 
may onPy be loaded while acfrsa/(y in the act of kil!ing a frspped animal. 

r 'Tr??ps: musf be checked sai /east every 36 hours for cap trired animals 

The foilawing items rrrust be in your possessirar-r wk~ile trapping in the Preserve: 

Big Thickel Trappif~g Perr~it: 

..,: Shf~: of Texas Trappk~g iiconse; 

Driver's Lic~nse or an atficisl personal identificatior: certifkafe issued by a Sfate depadmesaf 
of p~lh/ic safe@ or similar S f a  tr7 agency a~afhorized :a issue a ckiver's license: 

Pers04rs who are 12 years of age or yoilnger by  Oc!orSer 1 of the fa// hunting season i~pe nut 
required ko have a pennit But they must' be in the in~rnsrfiate contrd of a licensed permiffed 
h~mfer Age 7' 7 or o/der. 

Sach frappw musf place a copy O F  the Big Shicke t trapping Permit on the dashhoard OF the 
vehicIe so that it can be read from outside the vehicle, Trappers who USZ a boat must leave a 
boat disphy copy of ftfeir pernlit irr the boat in a waterproof conhinet- attached Io the vessel in 
pIak? view< 

A# kaps snr~st he IegibIy tagged uf klscribed in some fashion to show trapper's name. 



A// !rappers sare requii-ed fa wear 400 square inches of "Hur~ter's Branye" or "fnrrbernat~onal 
Orange" while trapping in the Preserve. 

Trappers may park vehicles along roads or in designated parking areas but m a y  not block gates 
or roads. 

Trappers are required to return a Big Thicket Harvest Card at the end of f h ~  /rappin y .season. 
Trappers that do not ret~drn a Harvest C ~ r d  wiiI be ine/igible to receive a Irsppir~g permit for the 
Pabwir~g sessan. 

Defermirm [ion: The superinter~denf has determii?ea' that the /is fed trapping perr nit condrfions are 
necessary to provide for the sa f~ f y  of fhe public, the profsctiori of the flora ancl h 3  urla of )he Preser we: 
effective administratian and management of the Preserve, and to provide for the pr~hlic use arld 
enjaymen t of the Preserve. 



Appendix A 

Designated area for pub!ic a~wrnbiy~ 

meeting> salt, and dPribueion 

sf printed matter. 
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