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E X P E R I E N C E Y O U R A M E R I C A! 

How You Behave 
Can Save 
Do Not Feed or 
Harass Wildlife 

Watching wildlife the 
responsible way... 
The thrill of watching a wild animal in 
its native surroundings is spectacular 
and awe inspiring. While visiting Big 
Cypress National Preserve, or any other 
natural area, remember: 

• All wildlife is wild and unpredictable. 
Stay a safe distance from any wild 
animal —15 feet is recommended. 

• View wildlife with respect. 
• Never feed wildlife. 
• All plants and animals within national 

park areas are protected, it is illegal 
to collect any wildlife without special 
permits. 

Mammals of the Swamp… 
Big Cypress is home to 39 species of mammal. 
From the diminutive Least Shrew to the well-
rounded West Indian Manatee, all shapes and 
sizes occur here. Lucky observers might catch a 
glimpse of the Florida Panther, Black Bear, 
Eastern Spotted Skunk, or Big Cypress Fox 
Squirrel, but most mammals here avoid being 
seen. Most mammal presences are detected 
using remote-sensing cameras in the Big 
Cypress backcountry. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

Left: White-tailed Deer 
Right: Big Cypress Fox Squirrel 
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