Memo

Date: 
June 14, 2010

To: 
Big Cypress Off-Road Vehicle Advisory Committee

From:
Delia Clark, Confluence Associates (BICY ORVAC facilitator)

Re: 
Preparation for June 22 meeting, agenda item:  Managing Trail Pull-offs, Including Management of Dispersed Camping

In preparation for our upcoming meeting, here is the list of discussion topics related to managing trail pull-offs that you generated at the April 20 meeting.  Please give thought to these and please let me know at the meeting if there are any other topics you would like to add to the list. Thanks! See you next week, Delia

General Considerations

· Distances – how far from trails should parking for hunting and wildlife viewing/photography and camping be allowed?  Should the distance be specified initially, or kept more loosely defined at first? 

· Habitats – should pull-offs be allowed in all habitats or just upland?

· Enforcement – how can these rules be clearly understood and enforced?

Dispersed Camping

· Should there be a specified minimum distance from trail for camp set-up, such as 100 yards, or a looser definition initially, such as “in close proximity”?

· Should there be designated camp spots (not improved, no facilities, just designated) or free-camping (in upland areas), or both? 

· Should the equipment allowed be specified? (buggy? tent?)

· Should there be recommended habitats, such as upland?

· What should be the recommendation regarding monitoring of “primitive camping” to prevent impacts at regularly used sites?

Game Retrieval

· Should vehicles be allowed to leave the trails for game retrieval?  For tree stands? 

· If so, under what circumstances, how far, and how will it be enforced?

· To what level can or should the preserve recommend field dressing and pulling out game without a vehicle?

Security and Enforcement

· How should “primitive camping” be monitored to prevent impacts at regularly used sites?

· What role should “Leave No Trace” principles play?

· How can security be ensured as the population changes?

· How can these rules be made clear to the public and the rangers? How can they be enforced?

