Protocol for Public Participation

At ORV Advisory Committee Meetings
1.  ORVAC meetings are open to the public, and times will be published in the agenda to allow the public to comment on specific topics scheduled for ORVAC consideration.  These times might vary slightly from the schedule, but not significantly.  There will also be a time on the agenda set aside for general public comment on any topic, although such comments should be

related to ORV management in the Preserve.

2.  ORVAC meetings are not public hearings, interrogations, or debates.

3.  Individuals wishing to speak on topics not on the agenda will be encouraged to speak during the general comment period or communicate with the ORVAC or NPS through other means, i.e., letter, email, links on Preserve website, etc.

4.  The public will not generally be allowed to speak other than during designated public comment periods.  An exception may be if the ORVAC asks an individual to address the committee on a topic for which the individual has particular knowledge, or if the person is serving as a member of an ORVAC subcommittee.  Otherwise, public members of subcommittees will be considered as members of the public during ORVAC meetings and will remain in the audience.

5.  Individuals should print their name on a card indicating which scheduled comment period(s) in which they wish to speak.  When the time for a comment period arrives, the facilitator will collect the cards and permit individuals to speak according to the topic at hand.

6.  If more individuals wish to speak, as indicated on the cards, than the time allotted on the agenda for the topic allows, the facilitator may cut off further comment or extend the comment period, at the ORVAC's discretion.

7.  If all speakers who turned in cards have been allowed to speak and time allows, the facilitator may ask the audience if anyone else desires to speak on the topic at hand.

8.  The facilitator should not allow anyone to speak twice during a given comment period until everyone has had the opportunity to speak once, and only if time allows.

9.  Speakers will only address the topic at hand and will have up to three minutes to speak.  This will be strictly enforced.

10.  In order to ensure that all speakers are given equal treatment, individuals will not be allowed to "yield their time" to other speakers, nor will any speaker be allowed to exceed the three-minute limit for any reason.  Speakers will also not be allowed to claim a separate time slot in order to speak for someone who is not present.  If someone is unable to attend the meeting, they may express their views to the subcommittee by writing, calling, or emailing.

11.  If a speaker wishes his comments to be recorded verbatim for the record, he must submit them in writing.  Otherwise, his comments will be paraphrased for the minutes.

12.  Speakers will stick to the subject and refrain from personal attacks. The facilitator will warn the speaker if this rule is violated, and if the violation persists, will ask the speaker to cease his remarks and be seated.

13.  During times reserved for public comment, speakers may only express their opinions concerning the topic and may not question the ORVAC, NPS staff, or anyone else present at the meeting.  Such questions should be reserved for times before or after the meeting or during breaks.  However, speakers may choose to use their time to enumerate questions they have that they have related to the topic that they would like the ORVAC to address at a future time.
