[image: image1.png]TAKE PRIDE §E= 2
INAMERICASSY



[image: image2.png]


United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Big Cypress National Preserve

33100 Tamiami Trail E
Ochopee, Florida 34141-1000
In reply refer to:

April 9, 2010
Mr. Edward Gonzalez

District Director of Transportation Operations

Florida Department of Transportation

P. O. Box 1249

801 N. Broadway

Bartow, FL   33831

Dear Mr. Gonzalez:
As you are aware, Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) use within Big Cypress National Preserve is a popular form of recreation to explore and hunt in the backcountry, as well as private property access into the Preserve.  For years Monroe Station, along U. S. 41 (S.R. 92) has been a site where ORV visitors would park their tow vehicles and cross the highway with ORVs to access the Preserve to the north.

With the amount of traffic along U. S. 41, the high rate of speed in which cars travel, and the crossing of

the slower moving ORVs, the potential exists for accidents to occur in the area.  We do not know of any accidents that have occurred, but we are aware of at least two near misses.  Even though the NPS

does not have jurisdiction over this road, we are concerned about the safety of our visitors and employees, and would like to explore with you any opportunities for improvement at that location.

We would like to invite you to join us in taking a closer look at this issue, and to work with us in formulating possible solutions to mitigate the existing risk.  Our interest is to meet at a time convenient to you during the month of May to discuss.

Please inform us as to your availability to meet about this matter at your earliest convenience.  You may contact Bob DeGross at 239-695-1107 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Pedro Ramos

Superintendent

cc:  Mayor Sammy Hamilton

       Commissioner Jim Coletta
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