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Turner River Trail "Fiasco"

 


Just when we think you have delivered the supreme insult to our Cultural Rights you top it with this Turner River Trail fiasco. The extent to which you disrespect and dishonor all the hard work done by the ORVAC is simply unbelievable.

I asked one of the ORVAC members about six months ago did they really think that Pedro would allow one more mile of trails than the approximate 110 miles recommended by the committee. They said they had faith Pedro would do the right thing. Wonder what that person thinks now.

In all discussions both private and public going all the way back to the Bear Island trail reopening all references have been to "SUSTAINABLE" trails. Now at the final hour the NPS comes up with the new term "FEASIBLE' trails. It would be a mistake to think we don't clearly see thru this scam.

Bob DeGrose stated clearly at an ORVAC meeting in the conference room at NPS headquarters that the NPS would  create a file for each and every trail requested by the public. This included all the 300 plus miles requested by the public at that point. At that point the ORVAC had not presented their recommended trails to the NPS, hence this meant ALL of the 300 plus miles requested by the public. Mr. DeGrose further stated that by creating these files the NPS would be able to show the individual requesting their particular trail that the trail had been eliminated with proper cause due to the trail being UNSUSTAINABLE. There was no mention at that point of "UNFEASIBLE".

Pedro stated in one if not more ORVAC meetings that trails shown in the closed areas would be under more scrutiny than the trails outside of closed areas. A good portion of the 49 miles of green trails recently lopped off were in these closed area. I for one plan to see exactly what the process was in applying "MORE SCRUTENY" to these trails as opposed to them being lopped off as being "UNFEASIBLE.

It is clear now how the NPS plans to have Turner River on Designated trails by August 6th, they just lop off half or more of the remaining yellow trails and the job becomes simple. I questioned in the June ORVAC meeting what process was used in determining a persons qualifications for deciding which trails qualify as being SUSTAINABLE or UNSUSTAINABLE. Representatives of the public and the FWC should be directly involved in this ground proofing process as we were in the fifteen month Bear Island trail reopening process.

We are all being kept in the dark so much on this process we are going to start growing moss.

Wake up people, the train in roaring thru the tunnel and is just about to roll over us. We can't stop the train if we just stand by and watch and listen.

This is all from me for now but you will here much more from me on this critical issue. What happens here will happen in Corn Dance, Addition Lands, Zone 4 etc.

With General Disgust!

Lyle McCandless

Pres. BCSA

Member DMTAG

