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ORV Advisory Committee:

The INTENT of the 1974 Big Cypress Preserve legislation was to allow reasonable ORV access to all areas of the Preserve. The INTENT was not to have the ORV trail system determined by a Committee and a few members of the public. The Park Service knows that by limiting the process to a Committee and the usual low participation by the public the most limiting trail system will be produced.

As I indicated at the October ORVAC Committee meeting the proper and fair way to establish an ORV trail system is as follows:

1. Establish the existing ORV trails thru Google Earth and direct field verifying with the participation of individuals of the public familiar with the area along with the NPS and FWC.

2. Present this ORV trail system to the public allowing the public to weigh in on the process.

3. Implement the trail system with the full involvement of the public as well as the NPS and FWC.

It is my opinion that the major problem with the Turner River ORV trail process was the confusion created by the Sub Committee process. At the end of the Sub Committee process the Sub Committee members to the person had no idea how the 300 plus miles of trails requested by the public had been diluted down to 110 miles. The same failed Sub Committee process should not be repeated in the Corn Dance unit.

According to the Management Plan there is no limit on the total miles of Secondary ORV trails nor any limit on the number of individual Secondary ORV trails. Of the 300 plus miles of ORV trails requested by the public in the Turner River unit, only those considered unsustainable thru direct field examination should have been eliminated.

Following the above process a fair and reasonable ORV trail system should be able to be implemented in three or four months as opposed to one to two years following the current ineffective process.

I encourage you Committee members to consider the above as a way to create a fair and proper ORV trail system in an economical and timely manor.

Most Sincerely

Lyle McCandless

Native Floridian

Pres. BCSA

Member DMTAG

