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DOI defines adaptive management as:

A decision process that promotes flexible decision making that can
be adjusted in the face of uncertainties as outcomes form
management actions and other events become better understood.
Careful monitoring of these outcomes both advances scientific
understanding and helps adjust policies or operations as part of an
iterative learning process. Adaptive management also recognizes
the iImportance of natural variability in contributing to ecological
resilience and productivity. It'is not a “trail and error” process, but
rather a means to more effective decisions and enhances benefits.
Its true measure is in how well it helps meet environmental, social,
and economic goals; increases scientific knowledge; and reduces
tensions among stakeholders.

@ffice eifEnvirenmental Policy and Compliance (S22 DIVIM2008)
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NPSdefines adaptive management as:

A system of management practices based on clearly.
identified outcomes, monitoring to determine If
management actions are meeting outcomes, and, If
not, facilitating management changes that will' best
ensure that outcomes are met or to re-evaluate the
outcomes. Adaptive management recognizes that
knowledge about natural resources systems IS
sometimes uncertain and Is the preferred method of
management in these cases.

NPS Management Policies 2006 (Source: Departmental Manual 516 DM 4.16)
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OR\V:-Plan describes* Adaptive
Vianag ementias:

.. d Aynamic Precess. AS he Prepesed action s
Implemented, additienal iniermaten Wwoeuld e
eptaiRed thretgh menIteHRg; rEsealchand
EXPERENce, Asithie knewledge lase expanas; the
NPS Weuldrespenad by adapting management
ACUENS that'assure the nighest Pretection eifithe
PIESENESTESOUICES. " (BExecutive Summearypvi)

SAdaptivermanagement kased GRIneIEased
KRIGWIEAGE gained throughNmplementatienreiftne
planwelld e used to eplimizerallfeifthe plan
Components.” (ProposediActionintroduction; : 28)

* ORV Plan predatesiNRS definition EXTPERITENGCE YO UR AWVIE RINCA



ORV Plani— Adaptive Management continuead

“Under the proposed action, the NPS would establish an
advisory committee of concerned citizens to examine
ISsues and make recommendations regarding the
management of ORVSs In the preserve..... This
committee would be an element of the adaptive
management approach that would be used to develop

best management practices for ORV USE.” (Proposed Action
Introduction, p. 29)
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- Common to each definition, adaptive
Maicgemenrequiness

_ Monitoring

_ ldentifying outcomes/onbjective

%)

_ Making adjustments/changes
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Random trial-and-error process
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Adaptive:Management Challenges

_ipstittenal relluCianCe oI Clhiange

- Commitmentiormeniternng anefevaluation
_lime(lagshetween aclionsianeimeasuiingesulis)
CONSAIMS(INERA)

- Coliectingreneugiinionialion e EValldiepProgress
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Camping
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SIXESTEP CYEIE

. Assess Problem ‘
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