
Big Cypress National Preserve

Off-Road Vehicle Use in the 
Preserve
Off-road vehicle operation on designated trails 
for hunting, fishing, frogging, camping, wildlife 
observation, transportation to private property, 
and other traditional nature-based activities are 
consistent with the Big Cypress National Preserve 
enabling legislation and the Addition Act, and 
are, therefore authorized in the Preserve.

Operation of off-road vehicless in excess of the 
authorized speed limit, off designated trails, 
or for the purpose of challenging the vehicle 
against Preserve resources or other vehicles, 
such as racing, mudding, sport riding, motocross 
riding, and competitive events, is not consistent 
with the Big Cypress National Preserve enabling 
legislation, or the Addition Act. These non-
traditional pursuits damage the resource and, 
therefore, are not authorized at Big Cypress 
National Preserve. Engaging in these activities 
can result in forfeiture of off-road vehicle access 
privileges.

The Future of These Trails Depends On You. 
Stay on Designated Trails.

Other Off-Road Vehicle 
Considerations
Speed limit for swamp buggies, all-terrain 
vehicles, and street legal 4x4s is 15 mph.

Only permitted swamp buggies and all-terrain 
vehicles are allowed within the Turner River and 
Corn Dance Units of the Preserve.

Off-road vehicle use is prohibited between 
10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.

You may hike in from any off-road vehicle trail 
to any part of the Preserve. Be sure to park 
along the trail in such a manner that allows 
others to pass.

Be familiar with and recognize the limitations of 
your vehicle and your Off-road vehicle driving 
skills. Operate in a manner that minimizes 
resource impacts.

An off-road vehicle operator’s permit (with 
photo), a valid driver’s license, or learner’s 
permit, is required of all persons operating an 
off-road vehicle. If the operator has a learner’s 
permit, he or she must be accompanied by or 
within 100 feet of a licensed/permitted adult 18 
years or older.

Riding double on all-terrain vehicles is 
prohibited, unless the vehicle was manufactured 
for such purposes.

Riding in, or on, any trailer being towed by an 
off-road vehicle is prohibited.

Consumption of alcohol or possession of an 
open container of alcohol in or on a motor 
vehicle, including off-road vehicles, is prohibited.

Hunting
Various hunting seasons occur within the 
Preserve from September through early April. All 
hunters are responsible for knowing regulations. 
Visit www.myfwc.com for details related to the 
Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area.

All hunters must check in and out of the Wildlife 
Management Area. Check stations can be found 
at Dona Drive, Monroe Station, 40-Mile Bend, 
and Bear Island.

During general gun hunting (early November 
through the end of December) all people 
entering the backcountry should consider 
wearing a light-weight fluorescent-orange vest.

Licensed hunters are allowed to take Conditional 
Reptiles incidental to lawful hunting activities 
during established hunting seasons. Conditional 
reptiles shall not be transported alive from 
the area. Please report all take of Conditional 
Reptiles at 866-392-4286, or at www.myfwc.com.

Private Property
There are several private properties in the 
backcountry. Respect private property and do 
not trespass. Private landowners will typically 
have their land clearly identified.

Hiking
Travel by foot is allowed in all areas of the 
Preserve. Be prepared by bringing a map, 
compass, and GPS unit. There are several hiking-
only trails, including the Florida National Scenic 
Trail. Hikers may also use off-road vehicle trails.

Biking
Bicycling within the Preserve, is allowed along 
designated off-road vehicle trails only.

Camping
Dispersed camping continues to be allowed 
within the Turner River and Corn Dance Units 
of the Preserve. You may drive your off-road 
vehicle to a location along a designated trail 
nearest the camping spot you prefer, park your 
vehicle along the shoulder of the trail in such 
manner that does not impede travel by others, 
and carry your camping equipment to the 
campsite.

Camping adjacent to designated off-road vehicle 
trails is allowed. Do not camp on designated 
trails.

Backcountry access into the Preserve provides an opportunity to 
explore the beauty and solitude of the Big Cypress Swamp. People 
can access the backcountry by hiking, biking, and off-road vehicle. 
Everyone accessing the backcountry of the Preserve must fill out 
a backcountry permit. Permits may be found online, at visitor 
centers, and at backcountry access points. All off-road vehicles and 
their operators must have the appropriate, current permits and 
inspections. For more information on off-road vehicle permits, visit 
the Off-Road Vehicle Office, located at the Oasis Visitor Center, or 
call 239-695-1205.

Pets
Within the backcountry the possession of 
dogs and other pets (other than bird dogs and 
waterfowl retrievers for hunting purposes 
during appropriate seasons) is prohibited. 
Landowners may transport pets to private 
property.

Tread Lightly and 
Leave No Trace
Respect the rights of all recreational trail users, 
campers, and others. Allow them to enjoy their 
recreational activities, undisturbed.

Do your part by leaving the area better than 
you found it by properly disposing of waste, 
minimizing the use of fire, and avoiding the 
spread of invasive species.

Firearms
People who can legally possess firearms under 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, may 
legally possess firearms in the Preserve. It is 
the responsibility of the visitor to understand 
and comply with all applicable state, local, 
and federal firearms laws before entering the 
Preserve. Federal law prohibits firearms in 
certain facilities within the Preserve; those places 
are marked with signs at entrances.

Emergency Contacts
Cell phone coverage is spotty, and you should 
not rely on them alone. Be sure to let a family 
member or friend know where you are going 
and when you are expected to return. Advise 
them that if they do not hear from you within a 
reasonable time from your pre-arranged plan to 

contact our dispatch at – 800-788-0511

Report hunting violations to – 
800-404-FWCC (3922).
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The Preserve is open all year and both 
visitor centers are open daily, except 
December 25. December through 
April, rangers lead programs that give 
you insights into the Preserve’s many 
stories. Choices include guided swamp 
walks, canoe tours, talks, and amphi-
theater programs. Many recreation 
options await you: birding, wildflower 
viewing, bicycling, canoeing, hunting 
and off-road vehicle explorations. 
Stop at a visitor center for schedules, 
maps, guides, and other publications 
and to watch a 20-minute orientation 
film. Be sure to ask about our Junior 
Ranger Program, too.

Whether in summer’s wet season or 
winter’s dry season, you can explore 
this mysterious Big Cypress. Swamp 
walks will take you to the heart of 
this area’s fascinating world of air-
plants that live on trees, fabulous  
orchids, and saw palmetto plants. 
Walking and hiking trails give you  

options for a short venture or a longer 
adventure. Some places you might  
explore waist-deep in the wet season 
are bone dry in the dry season. 

Play It Safe, Plan Ahead, and Be Pre-
pared The Preserve is remote. In many 
areas cell phones do not work. There is 
no gas or food service in the Preserve. 
Services are found in nearby areas,  
including our gateway community of 
Everglades City. Wildlife lives in the 
Preserve—we are the visitors. For your 
welfare and theirs, enjoy animals at a 
distance. Do not feed or harm them. 
You are responsible for knowing fire-
arm regulations: Visit our website or 
ask a park ranger for details.  

Weather can be harsh and unpredict-
able at any time. Bring and drink lots 
of water. Wear a hat, sunglasses, and 
sunscreen. Always tell others where 
you are going and when you plan to 
return. Wildfires occur any time of the 

year: Never discard burning materials 
or leave campfires unattended.

In emergencies contact 1-800-788-0511

More Information
Big Cypress Swamp Welcome Center
33000 Tamiami Trail East
Ochopee, FL 34141
239-695-4758

Oasis Visitor Center
52105 Tamiami Trail East  
Ochopee, FL 34141
239-695-1201

www.nps.gov/bicy

Big Cypress National Preserve is one of 
over 400 parks in the National Park 
System. To learn more about national 
parks visit www.nps.gov.

La Reserva está abierta todo el año y 
ambos centros de visitantes están abier-
tos diariamente, a excepción del 25 de 
diciembre. Entre diciembre y abril, los 
guardaparques dirigen programas que 
le proporcionan conocimientos sobre 
las muchas historias de la Reserva. Las 
opciones incluyen caminatas guiadas 
por el pantano, paseos en canoa, pláti-
cas interpretativas y programas en el 
anfiteatro. Muchas opciones recreativas 
lo esperan: avistamiento de aves, obser-
vación de flores silvestres, ciclismo, 
canotaje, cacería y exploraciones en ve-
hículos todo terreno. Visite un centro 
de visitantes para obtener horarios, 
mapas, guías y otras publicaciones, y 
para ver una película de orientación de 
20 minutos. No deje de preguntar por 
nuestro Programa para Guardaparques 
Juveniles.

Ya sea en la temporada húmeda de ve-
rano o en la temporada seca de invier-
no, usted puede explorar el misterioso 

Gran Ciprés. Las caminatas por el panta-
no lo llevarán al corazón del mundo fas-
cinante de plantas aéreas que viven en 
los árboles, orquídeas fabulosas y pal-
mas enanas americanas (Serenoa repens) 
de esta área. Los senderos para camina-
tas y excursiones le ofrecen opciones 
para una caminata corta o una aventura 
larga. Durante la temporada húmeda 
podrá explorar algunos lugares en que 
el agua le llega hasta la cintura, mismos 
que durante la temporada de sequía es-
tán totalmente secos.

Tome Precauciones, Planifique con  
Anticipación y Esté Preparado La reser-
va es remota. En muchas áreas los telé-
fonos celulares no funcionan. No hay 
gasolineras ni servicios de comida en la 
Reserva. Los servicios se encuentran en 
áreas cercanas, incluyendo nuestra co-
munidad de entrada, la ciudad de Ever-
glades. La vida silvestre vive en la Reser-
va—nosotros somos los visitantes. Por su 
bienestar y la de ellos, disfrute a los ani-

males de lejos. No los alimente ni los 
lastime. Usted es responsable de con-
ocer los reglamentos de armas de 
fuego: visite nuestro sitio web o pre-
gunte a un guardaparque acerca de los 
detalles.

El clima puede ser severo e impre-
decible en cualquier momento. Traiga y 
beba mucha agua. Porte sombrero, len-
tes oscuros y protector solar. Siempre 
avise a otras personas a donde va y cu-
ando piensa regresar. Los incendios 
forestales suceden en cualquier época 
del año: nunca deseche materiales en 
llamas ni deje fogatas desatendidas.

Big Cypress National Preserve es un
de más de 400 parques en el Sistema de 
Parques Nacionales. Para obtener más 
información sobre los parques naciona-
les y programas nacionales de servicio 
del Parque de las comunidades de Esta-
dos Unidos, por favor visite www.nps.
gov.

Bicycling in Bear Island.
Ciclismo en Bear Island.

Canoeing Turner River.
Canotaje en el Río Turner.

White Ibis in flight.
Ibis Blanco Americano en vuelo.

Ranger-led programs.
Programas dirigidos por guardaparques.

all photos nps

Respect the Land; Respect the People 
Respect private residences and camps  
in the Preserve. If you find archeological 
evidence, tell a park ranger—and do not 
disturb the area.

Respetar la Tierra, Respete al Pueblo
Respete las residencias privadas y los  
campamentos dentro de la Reserva. Si  
encuentra restos arqueológicos, los  
toque, y repórtelos inmediatamente  
a un guardaparque.

You Are Here

Access to the backcountry from the Oasis Access Point is allowed by 
swamp buggies, all-terrain vehicles, and bicycles along designated 
off-road vehicle trails. Hiking is allowed on designated trails and 
cross-country. 

The Florida National Scenic Trail is for hiking only.

Dispersed camping is allowed within the Turner River and Corn 
Dance Units. Suitable camping spots may be found along the 
secondary and primary off-road vehicle trails. There are identified 
recommended campsites located along the Florida National Scenic 
Trail.

Respect the rights of others, including private property owners, 
recreational trail users, and campers, so they can enjoy their 
outdoor experience, undisturbed.

Do your part by modeling appropriate behavior, and leaving the 
area better than you found it.

This map shows primary off-road vehicle trails only. For a map of all 
primary and secondary trails visit the off-road vehicle office at the 
Oasis Visitor Center or go to www.nps.gov/bicy.

Park or Preserve?
Big Cypress National Preserve does not appear 

significantly different than its neighbor, Everglades 

National Park. The fact that it is a Preserve allows for a 

broader spectrum of uses than does a national park. 

Oil and gas exploration and production, hunting, off 

road vehicle access, retention of private property, and 

the traditional and customary use and occupancy by 

the Miccosukee and Seminole people are acceptable 

activities managed within the Preserve.

Traditional use by the Miccosukee and Seminole People.

Hunting in the Preserve.

Oil and gas exploration and production.

Photo courtesy of Larry W. Richardson

Photo courtesy of Elam Stoltzfus, Live Oak Productions

View from a swamp buggy along an off road vehicle trail.

36”x24” Bulletin Case

Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area

Hunting within Big Cypress National Preserve and 
the Wildlife Management Area is a long standing 
customary activity.

For your safety, and the safety of others:
All hunters must check in and out at one of the 
Wildlife Management Area check stations located 
at Dona Drive, Monroe Station, 40-Mile Bend, or 
in the Bear Island Area.

Good Hunting, Be Safe
Hunters should be familiar with all rules and 
regulations related to the Wildlife Management 
Area.

Regulations brochures are available at Wildlife 
Management Area check stations, Big Cypress 
National Preserve visitor centers, and online at: 
www.myfwc.com.

Dona Drive Check Station

This brochure is designed to provide the public with information and a summary of 
regulations pertaining to hunting and other recreational use on the Big Cypress Wildlife 
Management Area. Regulations that are new or differ substantially from last year are 
shown in bold print. Area users should familiarize themselves with all regulations. For exact 
wording of the wildlife laws and regulations, see the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s wildlife code, on file with the Secretary of State and state libraries. This 
brochure, the Florida Hunting Regulations handbook and quota permit worksheets should 
provide the information necessary for you to plan your hunting activities. These publications 
are available from any Commission office, county tax collector and at MyFWC.com. 
 
Persons using wildlife management areas are required to have appropriate licenses, permits 
and stamps. The following persons are exempt from all license and permit requirements 
(except for quota permits when listed as “no exemptions,” recreational use permits, antlerless 
deer permits and the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp [federal duck stamp]): 
Florida residents who are 65 years of age or older; residents who possess a Florida Resident 
Disabled Person Hunting and Fishing Certificate; residents in the U.S. Armed Forces, not 
stationed in Florida, while home on leave for 30 days or less, upon submission of orders; and 
children under 16 years of age. Children under 16 years of age are exempt from the federal 
duck stamp. Anyone born on or after June 1, 1975 and 16 years of age or older must have 
passed a Commission-approved hunter-safety course prior to being issued a hunting license, 
except the Hunter Safety Mentoring exemption allows anyone to purchase a hunting license 
and hunt under the supervision of a licensed hunter, 21 years of age or older. 
 
Licenses and permits may be purchased from county tax collectors, license agents, at 
MyFWC.com/license or by telephone at 888-486-8356. A no-cost Migratory Bird Permit is 
available when purchasing a hunting license. Any waterfowl hunter 16 years of age or older 
must possess a federal duck stamp; available where hunting licenses are sold, at most post 
offices or at www.duckstamp.com.  
 
Quota Permit Information: 
Muzzleloading Gun (first 9 days) - 200 (Bear Island Unit), no-cost, quota permits. 
General Gun (first 9 days) - 200 (Bear Island Unit), 500 (Turner River Unit), no-cost, 
quota permits. 
 
Permit applications: Hunters must submit electronic applications for quota and special-
opportunity permits through the Commission’s Recreational Licensing Issuance Services 
(RLIS). Worksheets listing hunts, application periods, deadlines and instructions are available 
at county tax collector’s offices, FWC offices or MyFWC.com. Quota application periods 
occur throughout the year beginning April 1; please refer to the hunting handbook or 
MyFWC.com for specific dates. Worksheets will be available about 2 weeks prior to each 
application period. 
 
Guest hunters:  For each non-transferable archery, muzzleloading gun, general gun, wild hog, 
spring turkey and mobility-impaired quota permit issued through the Commission’s RLIS, a 
quota permit holder (host) may take a guest hunting by obtaining a guest permit. A guest 
hunter must possess a completed guest permit while hunting except the following persons 
may be a guest hunter without a guest permit: a youth under 16 years of age, a youth 
supervisor, a mentor license holder or a mentor license supervisor. A host may only bring 1 
guest hunter at a time and may only use 1 guest permit per day. The following persons are 
not considered to be guest hunters: other quota permit holders, non-hunters and exempt 
hunters (on areas and during seasons that allow exemptions). The host must share the bag 
limit with the guest hunter and the host is responsible for violations that exceed the bag limit. 
The guest hunter and host must enter and exit the area together and must share a street-legal 
vehicle while hunting on the area; ATVs may be ridden independently. The guest hunter may 
hunt only while the host is on the area. Refer to the quota hunt worksheets for additional 
information. 
 

Youth and mentor license holders: A youth hunter (less than 16 years of age) must be 
supervised by a person at least 18 years of age. A mentor license holder must be supervised by 
a licensed hunter at least 21 years of age. Unless exempt, only those supervisors with proper 
licenses and permits may hunt. If the supervisor is hunting during any hunt for which quota 
permits are issued, at least 1 person in the party must be in possession of a quota permit. 
During a hunt that allows exemptions, a non-exempt supervisor of a youth must have a quota 
permit to hunt. A non-hunting supervisor is allowed to accompany a youth or mentor license 
holder during any hunt. 
 
Transfer of permits: Quota and guest permits are not transferable. A positive form of 
identification is required when using a non-transferable permit, except for a youth under 16 
years of age. The sale or purchase of any quota permit or guest permit is prohibited. 
 
National Park Service Off-road Vehicle (ORV) Permit: 
Vehicle operators must be state licensed (regular or learner’s permit) and obtain an ORV 
operator’s permit from the NPS for all vehicles, including airboats, used off-road on the Big 
Cypress Wildlife Management Area. All ORVs and their operators must be permitted and the 
vehicles inspected prior to operation in the preserve. The ORV permit is issued for the 
vehicle, but NPS maintains a record of applicant and ownership information for each 
permitted ORV.  Vehicle operators are responsible for knowing NPS regulations that apply to 
ORV use in the preserve. Please contact the Big Cypress National Preserve ORV Office, 
33100 Tamiami Trail East, Ochopee, FL 34141, 239-695-1205, regarding vehicle use 
regulations or at nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/orv-use.htm. The NPS ORV permit is available at 
the Oasis Visitor Center. 
 
General Area Regulations: 
All general laws and regulations relating to wildlife and fish shall apply unless 
specifically exempted for this area. Hunting or the taking of wildlife or fish on this area 
shall be allowed only during the open seasons and in accordance with the following 
regulations: 
1. Any person hunting deer or accompanying another person hunting deer shall wear 

at least 500 square inches of daylight fluorescent-orange material as an outer 
garment, above the waistline. These provisions are not required when hunting 
with a bow and arrow during archery season. 

2. Taking of spotted fawn, swimming deer or roosted turkey is prohibited. Species 
legal to hunt are listed under each season. 

3. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or other food for wildlife on this 
area. 

4. Driving a metal object into any tree, or hunting from a tree into which a metal 
object has been driven, is prohibited. 

5. No person shall cut, damage or remove any natural, man-made or cultural 
resource without written authorization of the landowner or primary land manager. 

6. Taking or attempting to take any game with the aid of live decoys, recorded game 
calls or sounds, set guns, artificial light, net, trap, snare, drug or poison is 
prohibited. Recorded calls and sounds can be used to hunt furbearers, wild hog 
and crows. 

7. The wanton and willful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunting, fishing or trapping is prohibited on any portion of the area posted as 

closed to those activities. 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment are prohibited in areas 

posted as “Closed to Public Access” by FWC administrative action. 
10. Taking or herding wildlife from any motorized vehicle, aircraft or boat which is 

under power is prohibited, until power and movement from that power, has 
ceased.
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This brochure is designed to provide the public with information and a summary of 
regulations pertaining to hunting and other recreational use on the Big Cypress Wildlife 
Management Area. Regulations that are new or differ substantially from last year are 
shown in bold print. Area users should familiarize themselves with all regulations. For exact 
wording of the wildlife laws and regulations, see the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s wildlife code, on file with the Secretary of State and state libraries. This 
brochure, the Florida Hunting Regulations handbook and quota permit worksheets should 
provide the information necessary for you to plan your hunting activities. These publications 
are available from any Commission office, county tax collector and at MyFWC.com. 
 
Persons using wildlife management areas are required to have appropriate licenses, permits 
and stamps. The following persons are exempt from all license and permit requirements 
(except for quota permits when listed as “no exemptions,” recreational use permits, antlerless 
deer permits and the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp [federal duck stamp]): 
Florida residents who are 65 years of age or older; residents who possess a Florida Resident 
Disabled Person Hunting and Fishing Certificate; residents in the U.S. Armed Forces, not 
stationed in Florida, while home on leave for 30 days or less, upon submission of orders; and 
children under 16 years of age. Children under 16 years of age are exempt from the federal 
duck stamp. Anyone born on or after June 1, 1975 and 16 years of age or older must have 
passed a Commission-approved hunter-safety course prior to being issued a hunting license, 
except the Hunter Safety Mentoring exemption allows anyone to purchase a hunting license 
and hunt under the supervision of a licensed hunter, 21 years of age or older. 
 
Licenses and permits may be purchased from county tax collectors, license agents, at 
MyFWC.com/license or by telephone at 888-486-8356. A no-cost Migratory Bird Permit is 
available when purchasing a hunting license. Any waterfowl hunter 16 years of age or older 
must possess a federal duck stamp; available where hunting licenses are sold, at most post 
offices or at www.duckstamp.com.  
 
Quota Permit Information: 
Muzzleloading Gun (first 9 days) - 200 (Bear Island Unit), no-cost, quota permits. 
General Gun (first 9 days) - 200 (Bear Island Unit), 500 (Turner River Unit), no-cost, 
quota permits. 
 
Permit applications: Hunters must submit electronic applications for quota and special-
opportunity permits through the Commission’s Recreational Licensing Issuance Services 
(RLIS). Worksheets listing hunts, application periods, deadlines and instructions are available 
at county tax collector’s offices, FWC offices or MyFWC.com. Quota application periods 
occur throughout the year beginning April 1; please refer to the hunting handbook or 
MyFWC.com for specific dates. Worksheets will be available about 2 weeks prior to each 
application period. 
 
Guest hunters:  For each non-transferable archery, muzzleloading gun, general gun, wild hog, 
spring turkey and mobility-impaired quota permit issued through the Commission’s RLIS, a 
quota permit holder (host) may take a guest hunting by obtaining a guest permit. A guest 
hunter must possess a completed guest permit while hunting except the following persons 
may be a guest hunter without a guest permit: a youth under 16 years of age, a youth 
supervisor, a mentor license holder or a mentor license supervisor. A host may only bring 1 
guest hunter at a time and may only use 1 guest permit per day. The following persons are 
not considered to be guest hunters: other quota permit holders, non-hunters and exempt 
hunters (on areas and during seasons that allow exemptions). The host must share the bag 
limit with the guest hunter and the host is responsible for violations that exceed the bag limit. 
The guest hunter and host must enter and exit the area together and must share a street-legal 
vehicle while hunting on the area; ATVs may be ridden independently. The guest hunter may 
hunt only while the host is on the area. Refer to the quota hunt worksheets for additional 
information. 
 

Youth and mentor license holders: A youth hunter (less than 16 years of age) must be 
supervised by a person at least 18 years of age. A mentor license holder must be supervised by 
a licensed hunter at least 21 years of age. Unless exempt, only those supervisors with proper 
licenses and permits may hunt. If the supervisor is hunting during any hunt for which quota 
permits are issued, at least 1 person in the party must be in possession of a quota permit. 
During a hunt that allows exemptions, a non-exempt supervisor of a youth must have a quota 
permit to hunt. A non-hunting supervisor is allowed to accompany a youth or mentor license 
holder during any hunt. 
 
Transfer of permits: Quota and guest permits are not transferable. A positive form of 
identification is required when using a non-transferable permit, except for a youth under 16 
years of age. The sale or purchase of any quota permit or guest permit is prohibited. 
 
National Park Service Off-road Vehicle (ORV) Permit: 
Vehicle operators must be state licensed (regular or learner’s permit) and obtain an ORV 
operator’s permit from the NPS for all vehicles, including airboats, used off-road on the Big 
Cypress Wildlife Management Area. All ORVs and their operators must be permitted and the 
vehicles inspected prior to operation in the preserve. The ORV permit is issued for the 
vehicle, but NPS maintains a record of applicant and ownership information for each 
permitted ORV.  Vehicle operators are responsible for knowing NPS regulations that apply to 
ORV use in the preserve. Please contact the Big Cypress National Preserve ORV Office, 
33100 Tamiami Trail East, Ochopee, FL 34141, 239-695-1205, regarding vehicle use 
regulations or at nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/orv-use.htm. The NPS ORV permit is available at 
the Oasis Visitor Center. 
 
General Area Regulations: 
All general laws and regulations relating to wildlife and fish shall apply unless 
specifically exempted for this area. Hunting or the taking of wildlife or fish on this area 
shall be allowed only during the open seasons and in accordance with the following 
regulations: 
1. Any person hunting deer or accompanying another person hunting deer shall wear 

at least 500 square inches of daylight fluorescent-orange material as an outer 
garment, above the waistline. These provisions are not required when hunting 
with a bow and arrow during archery season. 

2. Taking of spotted fawn, swimming deer or roosted turkey is prohibited. Species 
legal to hunt are listed under each season. 

3. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or other food for wildlife on this 
area. 

4. Driving a metal object into any tree, or hunting from a tree into which a metal 
object has been driven, is prohibited. 

5. No person shall cut, damage or remove any natural, man-made or cultural 
resource without written authorization of the landowner or primary land manager. 

6. Taking or attempting to take any game with the aid of live decoys, recorded game 
calls or sounds, set guns, artificial light, net, trap, snare, drug or poison is 
prohibited. Recorded calls and sounds can be used to hunt furbearers, wild hog 
and crows. 

7. The wanton and willful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunting, fishing or trapping is prohibited on any portion of the area posted as 

closed to those activities. 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment are prohibited in areas 

posted as “Closed to Public Access” by FWC administrative action. 
10. Taking or herding wildlife from any motorized vehicle, aircraft or boat which is 

under power is prohibited, until power and movement from that power, has 
ceased.
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Draft Backcountry Access Kiosk Panel Layout

Panels will be placed at all backcountry acces points into the Presserve. The Wildlfe Management Area panel will be installed at check station sites only. 
Panels will be modified as needed for each site.


