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Section 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits

(a)(1)
Hunting within any developed area of the park is prohibited.



Definitions:



Hunting means taking or attempting to take wildlife, except trapping.




Developed Area means roads, parking areas, picnic areas, campgrounds, 
or other structures, facilities or lands located within development and 
historic zones depicted on the park area land management and use map.  
(f)(1)
Roads or parking areas closed to non-official vehicles:


All administrative roads and parking areas so designated by signs, maps, 
publication in newspapers, or other appropriate methods such as electronic 
media, park brochures, and handouts in accordance with §1.7. 

(f)(2)
Areas around all potable water system tanks and developed springs are closed.

(f)(3)
All fenced sewage lagoons are closed.

(f)(4)
Area between fences and cliff faces at Ok-A-Beh, Devil’s Canyon Overlook and Barry’s Landing are closed.
(f)(5)
Electrical switchyards and their entranceways are closed.

(f)(6)
Concession docks are closed with lessees and their guests and customers excepted.

(f)(7)
Docking limit is fifteen (15) minutes at the courtesy docks and floating comfort stations (official and concession vessels excepted) at Ok-A-Beh, Barry’s Landing, Horseshoe Bend, Box Canyon, Black Canyon, Dayboard Nine, Dry Head, Barry’s Landing, and Devil’s Canyon floating comfort stations.
(f)(8)
Crooked Creek Bay is closed to towing of people and to personal watercraft use.

(f)(9)
Area from Yellowtail Dam up stream to orange log boom is closed to all public use.  
(f)(10)
Om-Ne-A Trail closed.  
(f)(11)
Yellowtail Dam is closed.
(f)(12)
Afterbay Dam to cable 200 feet downstream is closed to wading and boating. 
(f)(13)
Afterbay Dam closed to fishing in fenced area on west side of dam 
(f)(14)
Fishing from Afterbay Dam is prohibited. 
(f)(15)
Afterbay Lake is closed between dam intake works and buoyed cable line 100 feet west.

(f)(16)
Afterbay Lake is closed between orange log boom and Yellowtail Dam, 3,500 feet up stream.

(f)(17)
Bighorn Lake and shoreline south of the area known as The Narrows (legal description R94W, T57N at the SE corner of Section 6, the SW corner of Section 5, the NE corner of Section 7, and the NW corner of Section 8) is closed to personal watercraft.  Buoys are installed to delineate this boundary.
Section 1.6 Permits
(f)(1)
A compilation of those activities requiring a permit shall be maintained by the Superintendent and available to the public upon request.

The following activities require permits:


Buoy Installations: Chief Ranger (ref. 36 CFR 1.5)

Specimen Collection Permit: Resource Management Specialist (ref. 36 CFR 2.5)

Special Events: Chief Ranger (ref. 36 CFR 2.50)


Public Assemblies: Chief Ranger (ref. 36 CFR 2.51)

Livestock Grazing and Trailing: Chief Resource Management (ref. 36 CFR 2.60)


Business Operations: Management Assistant (ref. 36 CFR 5.3)


Commercial Photography or Filming: Chief Ranger (ref. 36 CFR 5.5)

Section 2.1 Preservation of Natural, Cultural and Archaeological Resources
(a)(4)
Dead and downed wood at campground areas, driftwood at and below the high water mark of Bighorn Lake, and driftwood piles at Ok-A-Beh, Horseshoe Bend, and Barry’s Landing may be collected for personal use.  Dead and downed wood may be collected for immediate use within the Yellowtail Wildlife Habitat Area.  Off road travel is not permitted for this purpose.  
(c)(1)
Edible fruits, nuts, vegetable food stuffs, and berries may be gathered and removed from the park for personal consumption.
Section 2.2 Wildlife Protection
(b)(1)
Hunting is permitted on the NPS property adjoining Three Mile Fishing Access for upland game birds and migratory waterfowl, subject to Montana State and Federal law.  



In accordance with the enabling legislation establishing Bighorn Canyon 
National Recreation Area, hunting has been mandated as outlined in Title 
16 of the United States Code section 460t-3, i.e., 16 USC § 460t-3.  


Per 36 CFR 1.5, the Superintendent has prohibited hunting within any 

developed area of the park.  


Hunting activities are subject to State and Federal laws and regulations.


  
Hunters intending to use hounds in pursuit of mountain lions are subject to 
applicable State and Federal laws and regulations and are encouraged to 
contact the appropriate State agency prior to going afield.  



Definitions:



Hunting means taking or attempting to take wildlife, except trapping.



Developed Area means roads, parking areas, picnic areas, campgrounds, 
or other structures, facilities or lands located within development and 
historic zones 
depicted on the park area land management and use map.  

(e)      
Bighorn Canyon NRA is closed to the use of an artificial light for the purposes of                                                                                         
wildlife viewing.                                                                                                                                                          
Section 2.4 Weapons, Traps and Nets
(a)(2)(ii)Target practice is only allowed at the Fort Smith Firing Range.

Weapons may not be discharged (No Shoot Zones) in the following areas:

· In the Fort Smith Government Camp and Yellowtail Dam area including the golf course and the area north and east of M-K Hill (Fort Smith Firing Range excepted).

· On the Afterbay, on the north-side of the Afterbay, and at the Fort Smith Airstrip.  Bow fishing for non-game fish on ponds located on the north side of the Afterbay is permitted pursuant to State law and Federal law.
· At any developed area or campground.

· At any historic area (M-L, Lockhart, Hillsboro, Ewing Snell Historic Ranch/Science Center).
· At Common Corrals near Layout Creek.
Section 2.10 Camping and Food Storage

(a)(1)
Designated Camping Areas:
· Black Canyon and Medicine Creek Campgrounds – tents only 
· Afterbay Campground North & South – tents or RVs 
· Afterbay  Boat Ramp parking lot, Trail Creek including Barry’s Landing, Horseshoe Bend and Ok-A-Beh upper lot – hard-sided camping trailers with self contained black and gray water only 
(a)(2)
Common Corrals and the area just east are designated camping areas for persons with livestock.  Other campers may be allowed, if not in use by visitors with livestock, but must give way if visitors with livestock arrive later.

(a)(3)
Camping is allowed on or along Bighorn Lake below the high water mark, and in 
the NPS portions of Yellowtail Wildlife Habitat.

(a)(4)
At Barry’s Landing parking lot, tents and hard-sided camping units are allowed only on the gravel area.  

(a)(5)
Camping is not allowed within one-quarter mile of a paved road, except at designated camping areas.

(a)(6)
Camping is not allowed within one-quarter mile of historic ranch sites, except through the permission of the Superintendent.

(b)(9)
Camping is limited to a maximum of 30 days per calendar year per person.  No more than 14 consecutive days may be spent at any one campground.  Campers or tents may not be left unattended for more than 24 hours.    

(d)(1)
All food and coolers must be kept in a vehicle, vessel, hard-sided camping unit or, where available, park-provided bear-proof storage boxes, when not in use (Horseshoe Bend excepted).  
Section 2.13 Fires
(a)(1)
Fires in developed areas must be contained within park-established fire rings, portable stoves, or grills.

Campfires are permitted in conjunction with backcountry camping and within the Yellowtail Wildlife Habitat Management Unit.


Fires are permitted along the Bighorn Lake shoreline below the high-water mark.
Section 2.15 Pets
(a)(2)
Pets must be crated, caged, or restrained on a leash which shall not exceed six feet in length in developed areas of the recreation area except as noted below (e).

(a)(5)
In developed areas, pet excrement must be immediately collected and disposed of in a trash receptacle.
(b)
Dogs may be off leash when being used in support of hunting activities in accordance with applicable Federal and State law.
(e)
Pets may be under verbal control (Example, call once and the pet comes) within areas jointly used by the National Park Service and the Bureau of Reclamation including Fort Smith Government Camp, Headquarters area, Grapevine road and the gravel pit area.  
Section 2.16 Horses and Pack Animals

(g)(1)
Pack animals are prohibited in designated camping areas, except in the Common Corrals.   
(g)(2)
The possessing or transporting of forage, except for palletized feed or certified weed and seed-free hay, straw, whole grains or cubed products is prohibited.
(g)(3)
All livestock entering or leaving the recreation area must meet state requirements regarding health certificates and brand inspections.
Section 3.1 Personal Watercraft (PWCs)
All operators and riders must follow applicable state boating regulations regarding personal watercraft.  36 CFR 3.1 (b), MT… or 36 CFR 3.1 (b) WY…

Montana requires:

· All operators and riders to wear U.S. Coast Guard approved personal flotation devices (PFD).

· If the personal watercraft is equipped with a lanyard-type cord that shuts off the engine if the operator falls off the craft, the lanyard must be attached to the operator’s wrist or personal flotation device.

· A “no wake” speed must be maintained when within 200 feet of a dock, swimmer, swimming raft, non-motorized boat or anchored vessel.

· Children 12 years old or younger may not operate a motorboat or a personal watercraft powered by a motor rated at more than 10 horsepower unless accompanied by someone 18 years of age or older.  Youths 13 and 14 years of age may not operate those vessels without completing an approved water safety course, or unless accompanied by someone 18 years of age or older.

· A person must be 18 years or older to rent a motorboat or personal watercraft powered by a motor rated at more than 10 horsepower.

Wyoming requires:
· No person operating a personal watercraft shall cross or jump the wake of another watercraft when within 100 feet of the watercraft creating the wake.

· No person shall operate a personal watercraft unless the watercraft is equipped by the manufacturer with a “kill switch.”  The kill switch shall be attached via a lanyard to the operator of the personal watercraft when it is underway in such a manner that in the event the operator is ejected from the personal watercraft the engine shall stop. 

· All persons aboard personal watercraft shall wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved personal flotation device of a suitable size while engaged in such activity. 

PWC Closures: 36 CFR 1.5  
(f)(9)
Crooked Creek Bay is closed to towing of people and to personal watercraft use.
(f)(18)
Bighorn Lake and shoreline south of the area known as The Narrows (legal description R94W, T57N at the SE corner of Section 6, the SW corner of Section 5, the NE corner of Section 7, and the NW corner of Section 8) is closed to personal watercraft.  Buoys are installed to delineate this boundary.
Section 3.21 Swimming and Bathing
(a)(2)
Swimmers must obey restrictions as posted.

(b)
Glass containers of all types are prohibited on designated swim beaches.
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