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Sunday, March 20

9:30 AM Program — “Bear Country” Whether you are staying at the Lodge, camping, or hiking in the Chisos
Mountains or foothills you are in Bear Country. Join Ranger M. Lavender to learn more about how to enjoy Bear
Country safely and agreeably with the unique population of Mexican Black Bears that make Big Bend home. Meet at
the patio outside the Chisos Mountains Lodge. 45 minutes.

8:30 PM Evening Program — “Rattlesnake Country” With their sharp fangs and venomous bite, rattlesnakes are
often feared by humans. Join Ranger C. Rinas to test your knowledge of these reptiles and learn how to safely enjoy
the outdoors now that you're in rattlesnake country. Meet at the Rio Grande Village Amphitheater. Wheelchair
accessible. Bring a flashlight. 1 hour.

Monday, March 21

9:30 AM Guided Walk — “Getting to Know the Agave Family” Confused by all the spiny or thorny plants found in
the desert? Ranger R. Hamilton will shed some light on one of the major plant families found in Big Bend. Meet at the
Panther Junction Visitor Center. Easy walk on the Panther Path. 45 minutes.

Wednesday, March 23

9:30 AM Guided Walk — “Birds Do Crazy Things” Observe Texas specialty birds and explore some of their unique
behaviors. Stroll the Rio Grande Village area (approximately 1 mile). Meet Volunteers J. and S. Ewan at the Rio
Grande Village Amphitheater parking lot. Please bring water and binoculars if you have them. 1 hour.

9:30 AM Program — “Scorpions” How is a scorpion like an alligator? What do they have in common with seals?
Join Ranger K. Eckert to learn more about scorpions, common misconceptions, and the unusual similarities they have
to other species. Meet on the patio outside the Chisos Mountains Lodge. Wheelchair accessible. 45 minutes.

Thursday, March 24

9:30 AM Guided Walk — “Chasing Birds” Birds, birds, everywhere! Join Volunteer P. Spruell on a bird walk
exploring the Cottonwood Campground and possibly other areas on the west side of the park. Meet at the Cottonwood
Campground entrance near the self-registration kiosk. Bring water and binoculars if you have them. 1 mile. 1-11/2
hours.

Friday, March 25

7:30 PM Evening Program — “Band on the Run” Who were the nomadic Plains Indians that were amazing
equestrians, savvy traders, but also marauders and thieves? Join Ranger K. Eckert to learn more about the
Comanche and their way of life, with story telling that will engage the senses. Meet at the Rio Grande Village
Amphitheater. Wheelchair accessible. Bring a flashlight. 1 hour.

Saturday, March 26

8:30 PM Evening Program — “Some Endangered Evening” Is it dark where you live? Can you see as many stars
as you once could? A dark night sky is an important factor in the lives of living creatures planet-wide, a way for
humans to connect to days past, when artificial light was non-existent. Join Ranger B. Smith for an evening about
evenings. A telescope will be set up to view a celestial object. Meet at the Chisos Basin Amphitheater. Bring a
flashlight. Wheelchair accessible. 1 hour.

Not able to attend a program? Consider these alternatives:

The 22-mile-long Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive offers access to eight different trails, several scenic vistas, many paved
pullouts with exhibits that highlight park geology and cultural history, and culminates at the Castolon Historic District.
Take a day and go explore!

Enjoy the breath-taking beauty of Big Bend National Park in cool air conditioned comfort with our 22-minute Park
Orientation film. Available daily on request at the Panther Junction Visitor Center.

Consider a hike on Lost Mine Trail. The entire hike is 2.4 miles one-way with an elevation change of 1,100 feet, but
walking the first mile to marker #10 leads to rewarding views.
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