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Big Bend National Park News Release

Big Bend National Park Seeks Comment, Sets Public Meetings on Proposal
to Develop Multi-Use Mountain Biking Trail

The National Park Service (NPS) proposes to construct a new multi-use trail, to include
mountain biking, in Big Bend backcountry. The public, organizations, and other agencies are
invited to help the NPS identify issues, questions and concerns related to the proposal.

The 30-day Public Comment period begins August 22. Public meetings will be held in Study
Butte on September 10 and in Alpine on September 11. Comments will be considered in
development of an Environmental Assessment (EA), a decision-making process that will
analyze the proposal and alternatives to the proposal. The EA will be developed in the coming
year.

The proposed new trail would be located in currently undeveloped backcountry, northeast of
Panther Junction. Nearly five miles of trail would be constructed for use by hikers, horseback
riders, and bicyclists. The proposal includes creating a trailhead parking and picnic area near
the Panther Junction Visitor Center, and a second trailhead along the Grapevine Hills road.
The area is not within the Recommended Wilderness areas of Big Bend backcountry, which
remain off-limits to mountain bikes.

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide new recreational opportunities to park
visitors, including an experience not currently available to bicyclists. The proposal results from
a 2002 Memorandum of Agreement between the NPS and the International Mountain Biking
Association, established for the purpose of identifying mountain biking opportunities in the
national parks.

Because federal regulations currently prohibit use of bicycles off of existing paved and
unpaved roads in all units of the National Park system, formal federal rulemaking would be
required to create an exception at Big Bend, including publication in the Federal Register and
an associated public comment period.

The 30-day public scoping / comment period begins August 22, 2008 and ends September 20,
2008. Public Meetings will be held September 10, 7 to 9 p.m. at the Brewster County
Community Center in Study Butte, and September 11, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Sul Ross State
University - Espino Conference Center. Meetings will follow an Open-House format, with a
general presentation beginning at 7:30 in Study Butte and 7:00 in Alpine.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



To provide comments and identify issues for consideration, visit the National Park Service
Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) website at:
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/bibe during the comment period. Written comments may be
submitted on the PEPC website, at a public meeting, or may be sent to: Superintendent, P.O.
Box 129, Big Bend National Park, Texas, 79834.

The EA will be prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the
Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR 1500 et seq), and NPS Director’s Order
12: Conservation Planning, Environmental Impact Analysis, and Decision-making.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment — including your
personal identifying information — may be made public at any time. While you can ask in your
comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to do so.
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