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Los Diablos crew shown in the December 1994 issue of Outside magazine 

It’s true! In July 2010, it will be 20 years since the 
first Diablos earned their Red Card credentials as  
wildland firefighters for Big Bend National Park.  

The initial idea of Chief Ranger Phil Koepp was to 
develop a local source of firefighters always READY to 
fight fire in this remote park. When the men of the 
Mexican riverside village of Boquillas del Carmen, 
which faces the park, told him they would work like 
devils if permitted to do so, the name of the new fire 
crew was born. 

Of these first participants, park documents indicate 
that seven Diablos are still active in the program:   
Guadelupe Davila-Inojosa, Gerardo Ureste-Romero, 
Rosalio Gonzales-Diaz, Bonifacio Dias-Padilla, Jose Luis 
Valdez-Luna, Orencio Padilla-Luna, and Gabriel Ureste-
Padilla. Amazing! 

In 1997, the program grew considerably: it added more 
residents of Boquillas, plus dozens more residents of 
other riverside villages near the the park border. 

And now, the program is growing again. 

Points of Interest: 

• More work for             
all  Diablos in 2010       
and in the future 

• More than one work site 
at any time, both inside 
and outside the park 

• Photo album of             
Los Diablos in action 

• Meet the new park       
Fire Management Officer            
Jim Kitchen                   
“El Cocinero”     

• NEW Diablos needed! 



Work Sites in 2010 

Outside the Park 

Since 2001, Los Diablos fire crews 
have provided help to dozens of 
incidents in many states of the USA, 
including wildfires, prescribed fires, 
and natural disasters. Texas, of 
course, but also Washington, 
Colorado, Wyoming, Arizona, 
Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
California, Louisiana, Idaho, and 
Oregon.  

Who knows where they will go next 
time?   

• Chisos Mountains: Help a special 
scientific investigation by cutting 
and/or burning 48 one-acre sites 
spread over three elevations 

• In and near Boquillas Canyon: Kill    
exotic species with fire and     
herbacide 

• In and near Santa Elena Canyon: 
Kill  exotic species with fire and     
herbacide 

• Chisos Mountains: Help manage 
Resource Benefit Fires initiated by 
lightning strikes 

Inside the Park 

Work sites within      
Big Bend National Park 
in 2010 



Work for more Diablos at more than one site,  

at the same time! 

there are two comfortable crew buses to carry Los Diablos to their work sites  
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Because there are new 
sources of pay for Los 
D i ab l o s ,  i n c l ud i n g 
sources that don’t      
require the use of fire 
within 24 hours,  it is 
now possible to have 
work for more Diablos 
at more than one site    
at any given moment.      

It’s the new season! Los Diablos firefighters from Boquillas (left) and San Vicente (right) 
return home on March 26, 2010, after several days of annual training and documentation.  



      Los Diablos In Action 

Mt Zirkle Fire, 
2002 

new Safety Zone for     
Mesa Verde, 2002 

Pepper Fire, 2003 

Southeast Rim RX, 2005 

Southeast Rim RX, 2005 
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Hurricane Katrina, 2006 

Southeast Rim RX, 2005 

studying wildfire     
suppression tactics, 2006 

Los Diablos annual safety refresher participants, 2006 

Hannold Draw RX, 2008 



      More action photos of Los Diablos 

Hannold Draw RX, 2008 

Hot Springs Canyon RX, 2008 

Hot Springs Canyon RX, 2008 
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      Meet Big Bend National Park’s new         
Fire Management Officer 

Jim Kitchen “El Cocinero” (“The Cook”) 

financial sources that make possible 
several new opportunities for work at any 
given time, both inside and outside the 
park.  

He plans to increase the size of the 
program, augmenting the number of 
Diablos, who are now down to 33 
members. 

In the autumn, he will offer the complete 
set of training courses for new firefighters. 

For those Diablos of greater age, he 
wants to develop opportunities for them 
to work locally and less arduously. 

In sum, more good times for the villages 
closest to Big Bend National Park. 

Welcome to the Diablos, Cocinero!  

During the winters of the 1980s and 90s, 
while working as a guide for tourists on the 
Rio Grande, the future FMO of Big Bend NP 
looked at the exotic cane growing along the 
water’s edge, and he wanted to burn it all.  
Today, he’s going to do it – and much, much 
more.  

Jim Kitchen was born 51 years ago here in 
Texas, and he grew up in various places 
within the state. He is a university graduate 
from Sul Ross in Alpine, and he is the father 
of three daughters aged 6, 8, and 10. He 
brings to Big Bend more than 3 decades of 
intensive experience with fire:  

+ 5 years as a wildland engine crew member;  

+ 3 years as a heli-rappeler;  

+ 14 years as a smoke jumper (including 5 
years as the manager of a smoke jumper 
base); 

+ 9 years as the head of training with the 
National Interagency Fire Center; 

+ 6 years as the FMO of three famous parks: 
Yellowstone; Mesa Verde (incl. when Los 
Diablos made its 12-acre Safety Zone), and 
the Grand Canyon; 

He arrived at Big Bend in November 2009.  

In a recent interview, Mr. Kitchen stated his 
most important goal for the Diablos 
program is that all of them earn more 
money over more months each year than 
ever before.  

To realize this dream, he has found diverse 

“El Cocinero” disembarks from an airplane by  
his favorite method 



READY at all times, with both eyes and 
ears open. Moreover, it’s necessary that 
each crew member work safely and 
never fail to warn his supervisor 
whenever he perceives a dangerous 
change in the sutation.  

If you believe you have what it takes to 
be a firefighter, call 432-477-2554, the 
office of Los Diablos Crew Boss Tim 
Beck. If he is not in his office, leave a 
message with your name and a phone 
number where you can be contacted. 
Otherwise, send a note with a Los 
Diablos crewmember.    

 

As a result of new sources of funding for 
projects within Big Bend National Park, 
park management wants to recruit new 
Diablos firefighters from the villages near 
the park. 

Any person who wishes to apply for one of 
these new positions must have: 

• Mexican passport  

• Additional photo identification, such as 
a driver’s licence or voter registration 
card 

Nonetheless, chances are there will be 
more applicants to the program than there 
are new positions. 

What are the necessary characteristics of a 
Diablo firefighter? What factors make it 
more probable that an applicant will win 
one of the new positions? 

Clearly, to be strong and capable of long 
work days, working and traveling with a 
crew of 20 persons for up to 14 days or 
more — these are some essencial 
characteristics. But the work of firefighters 
is more dangerous than almost any type of 
work, with the exception of soldiers in 
battle. To avoid injuries and worse, each 
member of a crew must be ALERT and 

More Diablos Needed! 

¡Listo! is published four times a year by the Fire Management 
Office of Big Bend National Park. All articles by Reine Wonite. 
This is an English translation of the original Spanish-language 
newsletter. 

 ¡Listo! 
the Los Diablos newsletter 

Fire Management Office 
Big Bend National Park 
P. O. Box 129 
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834  

telephone: 432-477-2554 
 

Training includes the use of the new type of 
fire shelter that all firefighters carry whenever 
working near fire. 
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