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Volunteering at Hurricane 
Sandy with Red Cross 

By Judy Eron, guest writer 

Current Volunteers  
Castolon  
Bill & Patti Marvin—Camphosts (3rd)  
Dave Conway—Camphost (2nd)  
Bob Douat—Visitor Center (7th)   
Larry & Martha Head—Visitor Center (2nd)  
Steve & Tina Ehrman—Backcountry (7th) 

Chisos Basin 

Ed Davis—Camphost (8th) 
Doug & Kay Combs—Camphosts (8th) 
Lew & Susan McCool—Visitor Center (2nd)  
Ann Wildermuth—Visitor Center (1st) 
Panther Junction 

Elaine & John Jonker—River Rangers (6th)  
Alexander Brachman (SCA) 
Henry Ring— (SCA) 
Genna Mason—SCA (ScRM) 
Riley & Karen Caton—Emergency Services (2nd) 
Skip Jiru —Maintenance (2nd) 
Bud Frankenberger—ScRM (10th) 
Madelyn Morey—ScRM (2nd)  
Ron & Jane Payne—ScRM (5th) 
Persimmon Gap 
Mark Kirtley—Visitor Center (17th) 
Gary Karasick—Visitor Center (1st) 
Rio Grande Village 

Gary & Diane Frable—Backcountry (6th) 
Steve Blythe—Maintenance (1st)  
Royann & Royce Brockett—Camphosts (14th) 
Bill & Jane Berry—Camphosts  (3rd) 
Daisy Welch—Visitor Center (2nd) 
Terry Brackeen—Visitor Center (2nd) 

Resident and remote volunteers 

Reine Wonite– Park Videographer (11th) 
Stacy Duckett—ScRM 
Jim Bishop—BBNHA 
Bob Wirt—ScRM (11th) 
   * Number in (  ) indicates years of service 

My partner Charlie Watkins and I have just returned from 3 weeks as 
volunteers with the Red Cross up in New Jersey, part of the relief effort 
after Hurricane Sandy.  It was a fulfilling and exhausting assignment 
which I’ll describe.  First, a little history. 
 
I’ve been a disaster volunteer with the American Red Cross since 1991.   
My husband at the time (he died in 1997) and I were closing our ther-
apy practices in Nashville, Tennessee, to move to our remote little 
strawbale cabin on Terlingua Ranch.  We knew we wanted to continue 
to do service work, so we looked for an organization that might use vol-
unteers.  The Red Cross had a great program of courses to become a 
disaster volunteer, and we got onboard.   Our first assignment was at 
Hurricane Iniki on Kauai in 1992. 
 
Since then, I have volunteered at many floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, 
and in New York City after 9/11.  These assignments have all been in 
the United States.  (The International Red Cross is a different organiza-
tion which has different requirements that I do not meet.)  I also teach 
disaster courses and have trained many volunteers in the Big Bend, two 
of whom, Diana Wysocki and Bonnie Hill from Terlingua Ranch, are 
now in New Jersey also responding after Hurricane Sandy.   
 
Locally, fortunately, there are not many disasters.  We respond after 
house fires, when called.  In those situations, we are able to provide 
emergency housing, food, and clothing.  There are very few house fires 
around Alpine, Marfa, Presidio, Ft. Davis, Terlingua, and Big Bend, so 
there is little call for our services.  However, in April, 2011, the Rock 
House Fire in Ft. Davis was a huge disaster, and several of us spent a 
week assisting people whose homes had burned to the ground.  It  was a 
wonderful thing to have a role in people’s recovery from the horrific 
fires. 
 

Hurricane Sandy is the largest natural disaster in U.S. recorded history, 
both in number of people affected as well as in dollars that will be spent 
for recovery.  Charlie and I happened to be in Odessa on Monday,    
October 29, visiting his Aunt Evelyn, so we saw the incredible mess on 
TV.  The next day, we went to our Red Cross chapter which is in Mid-
land (and serves 26 counties!) and said we were ready to be deployed.  
                                                                             (Continued on page 2)   



Although usually we would fly to a       
disaster so far away, this time we drove 
the ERV, Emergency Response Vehicle, a 
mobile feeding truck.  We convoyed with 
another ERV from El Paso, and reached 
NJ on Sunday, November 4.  Pretty 
quickly we were assigned to do mobile 
feedings in northern New Jersey.   
 
It is amazing to see how groups respond 
to disasters.  The Baptist Men are known 
for their mobile kitchens, able to prepare 
12,000 and more meals per day.   We were located at one of their mobile feeding kitchens at The Mead-
owlands which is a stadium and racetrack, in a huge parking lot.  It was cold and at first our “meetings” 
were held out in the wind, until finally a small tent was put up.  The Baptist Men loaded our containers, 
we loaded our ERV with cases and cases of emergency items, and we then drove out to affected 
neighborhoods, where people had been without electricity for many days, or were trying to clean up and 
move back in damaged homes.  We fed hundreds of meals per day, plus distributed blankets, towels, 
diapers, cleaning supplies, baby food, snacks, etc. to those in need.  
  
There were 325 ERVs deployed from all states to NJ and NY, and thousands of Red Cross volunteers.  
Feeding was only one of the assignments Red Cross volunteers were doing.  Volunteers ran shelters, 
nurses and mental health professionals saw to people’s health needs.  There were many people volun-
teering in support services such as communications, logistics, and disaster assessment.   In times past, I 
always went out in Family Services, able to write vouchers for people to purchase emergency items, 
food, clothing, shelter, a position now called Client Casework. 
 
What we saw of the devastation were mobile homes broken in half, huge trees uprooted, the entire con-
tents of the first floor of many homes out on the curb as trash, ruined by flooding.  In many areas, we did 
not immediately see damage, and then a resident in the neighborhood would point to a spot 6 feet up a 
wall and say that the water had peaked that high, as a veritable river raced down their street.  Shopping 
Malls got totally flooded, many many businesses were closed.  And again, this was all in northern New 
Jersey, not in the devastated communities at the seashore in southern New Jersey. 
 
We are home now, grateful for the warmth of Big Bend.  We made many new friends, a few of whom 
we will continue to stay in touch with.  Our chapter (which was formerly American Red Cross of South-
west Texas and is now called the Permian Basin Area chapter) was a great support to us in the field. 
 
We’ll hope for no disasters here in the Big Bend.  But we are here if needed.   
And as a sidenote, Joe DeMonte, who was the Administrative Officer for Big Bend National Park a year 
or so ago, and who since has died, was a longtime Red Cross volunteer, trained in New Jersey. 
 
If you are interested in being a Red Cross volunteer, you may call the chapter office at (432) 563-2267 
or call me at (432)371-2795, or call your local Red Cross chapter when your volunteering at Big Bend is 
completed for the year.  When disasters happen, and people say, “I wish there were something I could 
do” . . . as a Red Cross volunteer, there is something you can do, and that has been a great feeling in my 
life. 
Judy Eron and Charlie Watkins spend winters on Terlingua Ranch and summers in the Pacific North-
west.  She is a published author and plays oboe with the classical music trio in Terlingua.  

Red Cross…...Continued from page 1 



Rio Grande River Cleanup 2012 

The Blue Creek group started out nice and clean!  
Oh no….another tire! For a total of 13 in the 
Blue Creek section, which is a new record! 

Students and teachers from Presidio and Shaftner, NPS River Ranger Mike Ryan, Texas State Park Ranger David 
Lewis and employees from Far Flung Outdoor Center all joined forces in the state park.  

A very heavy, super stinky recliner was pulled out. 

The Hancock Hill Club of Sul Ross University and outfitter Charles 
Angell helped out in Colorado Canyon. 



Finding Weather Radar for Big Bend                by Jane Brown 
 
Ever since I came to Big Bend National 
Park, I have been confounded by the fact 
that all the satellite weather stations in 
Midland or El Paso failed to include our 
park.  The radar seemed to end just short 
of Brewster County.  My frustration has 
increased over the years so you can 
imagine my delight when employee Tim 
LaFever, who is a data collector for the 
National Weather  Service in the Ter-
lingua area, told me how to find satellite 
weather.  The   secret is to find CNN 
weather on your web browser and for 
the city, type in Chihuahua, Mexico.  
Then set this as a bookmark and voila, 
you have a satellite view for Big Bend National Park and surrounding areas.   
 

 
Announcing the 'Short Attention Span' Film and Photo Exhibit of the Beautiful Big Bend       
region, and we invite you to share your digital work that best represents the area!  
  
Casa Grande Association is sponsoring the exhibit and invites you to participate by submitting 
your recent digital work, taken within the last two years.  Each person may submit 3 photo-
graphs and/or 1 film up to 3 minutes in length, following format and resolution guidelines.   
  
We hope this can be a fun exhibit showing what a splendid and magical place Big Bend       
National Park and the surrounding area is to play, work and reside.  Use 
your digital equipment to capture the spirit of Big Bend.  Entries will be compiled and        
presented on a large projection screen for the whole community to enjoy.  
  
All entries must be received by Friday, February 15, 2013, and the digital exhibit will be 
shown Sunday, February 24, 2013.  Submit digital entries to Erik Walker 
at  erikwalker@mac.com  and include your name and title of each work.  Additional film and 
photography requirements will be forthcoming via email. 

Short Attention Span Film and Photo Exhibit 

Documentary on Rio Grande to screen around region   
Boot Cut Films and The Rio Grande Research Center at Sul Ross State University present 
“Confluence: The Big Bend Reach of the Rio Grande,” by Chris Hillen.  This 32-minute documen-
tary highlights the Rio Grande’s environmental management challenges and potential paths to    
restoration through the viewpoints of eight professionals who have lived and worked along the 
river:  Jeff Bennett, Joe Sirotnak and Dr. Kevin Urbanczyk are featured in the film along with other 
experts.  A local showing will take place on Friday, Dec. 7 at the Starlight Theater in Terlingua at 
10 pm (get your nap that day!!). 

mailto:erikwalker@mac.com�


Hiking Club set for Thursday, December 13!  
 
 If you are new to Big Bend, the hiking club is a chance for       
volunteers (and anyone else who wants to come!) to get together 
for a short hike, visit with one another and see something that 
you might not see on your own.  These hikes are not Olympic 
events, but rather moderate exercise with time to “smell the  
flowers” along the way.  We will be taking a radio with us.  
 
The volunteer hike for December will be in the West District,   
taking off near the Maverick Entrance Station.  The hike is      
approximately 5 miles and I would recommend bringing a snack 
and water.  Meet at the front parking lot of PJ Headquarters at 
8:30 am if you want to catch a ride with me.  (please call and tell 
me you are coming - 477-2803).  If you are coming from         
Castolon, we will meet at the Maverick Entrance Station at 9 am.  
Lunch at the Chili Pepper in Terlingua will be an added attraction 
for those who are interested.   I will send out an email to remind 
everyone of the date.-Jane Brown 
 

Wilderness Alliance Performs Volunteer Service at Big Bend 
 
On November 1, the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance did a   
volunteer service project for the park.  They removed three miles 
of old abandoned television cable from the backcountry of Green 
Gulch.  The cable was part of a system, owned by a private    
company, that provided television service to the park back in the 
80s and early 90s (before satellite TV was available). The cable 
lay on the ground surface not far from the current powerline to 
the Basin. This is about half of the total.  We hope to remove    
the remainder with future volunteer groups.                                                
   — Raymond Skiles, Park Biologist 

Expect delays in the processing of reimbursements   
 
NPS is converting to FBMS, which stands for Financial and Business Management System. FBMS is an Enterprise  
Resource Planning system designed by the software company SAP. The system will integrate and streamline DOI's  
financial and administrative functions across all bureaus.    
 
Susie Celaya, our budget expert says, “Sometime in December (or it could be January), parks should have access to 
FBMS. At that point, we'll check vendor records for our VIPs and submit requests for new VIPs to get into the system. 
We can start processing VIP reimbursements then, too. During catch up, the focus will be on processing payments to 
avoid late fees, and getting up-to-date on other financial transactions from October and November.  If waiting a few 
months for reimbursements is going to be a hardship for any of our VIPs, let me know and we'll see what we can do. 
The top priority for NPS during the catch up period, though, will be processing other payments to vendors to avoid past 
due fees. Let your VIPs know about the transition to our new finance system and that we need to wait a while before 
processing payments.”  So if you have been watching your bank account looking for that deposit for your brown pants 
reimbursement, it may be a while yet before it arrives.— Jane Brown 

The “crowd” at Glenn Springs canyon on Nov. 
20 –thanks to Bud Frankenberger for leading 
this hike. 

 



Events in the Area 

Wednesday, December 5—Casa Grande Holiday Auction, San Vicente School Gym.     Review items at 6 pm, 
bidding at 6:30 pm.  Beverages and light snacks will be available.   Casa Grande is the employee organization that 
sponsors social event in the park. Every year they have a holiday auction which is the principal fund-raising event, 
and is always a lot of fun. Make a donation! Ideas:  jewelry, quilts, bread, dinners, photos, babysitting, dog sitting, 
shuttles, knife sharpening, yard work, car washing, paintings, town trips.  If you can’t get to the  Interp Office to sign 
up, call Claudia [477-2802] or email, Claudia_Arnberger@nps,gov and she will put you on the list.  
 
Friday, December 7— Film “Confluence” will show at the Starlight Theater at 10 pm. See page 4. 
 
Tuesday, December 11—Holiday Buffet, 7pm-9pm, Chisos Mountain Lodge.  This is the park Christmas Party 
this year.  Advance tickets Casa Grande Members $12, Non-Members $15, at the door $20.  The dining room will 
be closed to the public.  If you want to join the Casa Grande Association or buy a ticket to this event,  contact Clau-
dia Arnberger at 477-2802. 
 
Wednesday, December 12– Green Gulch Cleanup Project—see below 
 
Wednesday, December 12 -Barton-Warnock Center Christmas Concert, 7:00 pm, Lajitas—Community Christ-
mas event  featuring the Terlingua ISD Band, the Community   Chorus and others.  A second concert is scheduled 
at the Terlingua Community Center,     located behind the post office, on Thursday, Dec. 13 at 7:00 pm.  
 
Thursday, December 13—Volunteer Hike, see page 5. 
 
Thursday, December 13—Holiday Fiesta at ScRM, 3 pm.  Potluck-bring your favorite      appetizer or dessert to 
share.  All Big Bend employees, volunteers and SCA’s are invited! 
 
Tuesday, December 18—Volunteer Potluck Luncheon, 506 Panther Canyon Drive (Natasha’s place), noon– 
2pm.  We will be celebrating Natasha’s birthday without her!   
 
Christmas Eve Service, Episcopal Chapel, Lajitas—7 pm –Come join together for an    evening of Christmas 
music. 
 
Every Saturday from 10am-2pm there is a Farmer’s Market in the Terlingua Ghostown. 

Want to spend a morning working with folks from other divisions on a great volunteer project? You're     
invited, (if your supervisor approves) to pitch in!  
  
Back in the 1980's a private company laid three lightweight cables on the ground through Green Gulch, not far from 
the existing power line to the Basin. It was part of a system that first brought television to various park housing   
areas. It's long abandoned and needs to be removed from the backcountry. 
  
We're seeking volunteers to help out by hiking along the cable in groups, cutting it into pieces, rolling them up, and 
carrying them to a road access point where we'll have a trailer to cart it off. Don't worry, it's very lightweight cable, 
consisting of a thin aluminum wire core that is foam insulated, all within a plastic outer sheath. It'll go to a commer-
cial recycling firm in Odessa for sale. 
  
So, join me, ScRM Chief Dave Larson, the SCA's Henry Ring and Alex Brachman to get this done! Meet at at 8am 
on Dec. 12 at the west end of the PJ Headquarters parking lot to carpool. Bring gloves, long pants/sleeves, boots, 
hat, water, and a small pack or fanny pack to bring your water along while working. 
  
We're stopping at noonish since there's an all-employee meeting planned for 1:30 at HQ. You're invited to that as 
well - it'll be the first with our new Superintendent. 
Raymond Skiles, Wildlife Biologist 
raymond_skiles@nps.gov 
432/477-1145 
If you can help, please let me know so we can plan for equipment and vehicle needs! And let me know if you have 
any questions. 
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