
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ongoing Special Portrayals:   
Person   When at Bent’s Fort Background Information 

Frederick Wislizenus    1839   naturalist, adventurer; writings are excellent account of the frontier. 

Matt Field    1843   newspaper reporter, journal became series, “Sketches of the Mountains and the 

Prairies” in the New Orleans Picayune newspaper  

Marcus Whitman   1843   missionary; “Father of the Oregon Trail”, on his way to meet the president 

became lost near Bent’s Fort, massacred at Oregon Mission in 1847 

Stephen Watts Kearney  1846  commander of the Army of the West who staged the War with Mexico near Bent’s Fort  
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