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Welcome to
CLIMATE QUEST!

The number corresponds to the letter 
placement in the secret phrase that will 
be revealed at the end of the quest!  
Have fun!



migration

Your first destination is to visit a bird that travels the world just like we’ll be doing!  Let’s read and 
discover more about this amazing world traveller.  Can you find the name of that great journey in 
the Climate Clues?  
Did you know that migrations are changing for certain animals?  Some migrations are happen-
ing earlier and some aren’t even happening at all anymore!  Why might this be happening?  Let’s 
continue on and find out!
          CLIMATE CLUE: migration

Destination #1:  ARCTIC TERN flying near Greenland!  Keep an 
eye out for narwals on the way!
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energy

Destination #2:  OIL FIELDS of Texas!

Did you know oil is used to create plastic?  Take a quick look around the room...how many items 
do you see that are made of plastic?  Oil is also used to create the gas that feeds our cars along with 
many other products.  
Oil is a resource that is made deep in the Earth.  It is called a nonrenewable resource because once 
it is extracted it will not be replaced for hundreds of thousands of years.  There are other types of 
nonrenewable resources in the world and our next destination will help us discover more about 
them.  Can you find a Climate Clue that describes something that oil and other resources can pro-
vide for us.
          CLIMATE CLUE: energy
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coal

Destination#3: Visit a MINER in Poland.  Look for his head-
lamp and axe! 

Mining is an activity that extracts resources from the ground.  These nonrenewable resources, 
like oil, are not easily created again by the Earth....it takes a really really long time.  A lot of 
our electiricy comes from a resource that this miner is working on extracting.     Can you find 
the Climate Clue?               
          CLIMATE CLUE: coal
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burp

Destination #4:  Mooooove on over to Ireland and find a COW!  
Anyone hungry for a hamburger?

So what do cows, coal, and oil 
have to do with a changing global 
climate?  Well, when a cow burps 
(which it does very often), or when 
we start our cars (fuled by gas that 
comes from oil) or when electric-
ity is created from resources like 
coal (so we can turn on the lights 
in our houses and at school) all of 
these activities release gases into the 
atmosphere.   
If you think of these normal daily 
activities and then multiply the 
number of people that are on the 
planet, yikes, that’s a lot of gases 
that are being released!    
  

 And these gases trap or hold heat in 
the atmosphere.  And so the tem-
perature of the Earth...the air, the 
land, and the water is going up.  It’s 
like the world has a fever....and it’s 
not going away.  We may not be able 
to get rid of the fever but we can 
definitely help slow things down!  
We’ll talk more about that in a bit.  
For now....what is it that cows do a 
lot of??   

  CLIMATE CLUE: burp

9 11



dogsled

Destination #5: Visit a DROMEDARY CAMEL in Africa.  

Before cars, trains, and planes existed people had different ways of travelling and 
transporting goods long distances.  In places like Africa, animals such as the drom-
edary camel were used!  Can you think of an animal and form of transportation that  
helps people travel across snowy landscapes?
           CLIMATE CLUE:  dogsled
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berries

Fresh oranges, what a tasty treat!  And so many things to see at the market!  Local markets are a 
great way to see what the country or region grows and makes.  What is grown or made here that 
could be taken to a market like this one?  Hint:  It’s something that makes desserts super delicious 
or can be eaten by the handful.  And they are very healthy!  Do you know what they are? 
          CLIMATE CLUE:  berries

Destination #6:  Borrow a camel for a short trip southeast to 
Burkina and look for a woman carrying ORANGES FOR MAR-
KET on the top of her head!  
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train

Sometimes planes are the best (or maybe even the only) way to travel but they also release a hefty 
amount of those gases that are heating up the planet.  For our travel we are going to board a plane 
from Africa to South America in search of a very neat animal that lives in the mountains.  Before we 
board the plane, what is another form of transportation that can carry a lot of people or cargo, it’s 
not made for crossing water, but it can be one of the fastest ways to travel on land.  There’s one in 
Alaska!  Can you guess what it is?
          CLIMATE CLUE:  train

Destination #7:  Hop on a plane leaving Africa to fly over the At-
lantic and find out a little bit more about AIR TRAVEL!
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muskox

One of the ways we can help our planet is to find things to use from our own backyard!  If goods 
like food and clothing don’t have to travel as far they don’t require as many resources.  Check the 
tag in your shirt, where was it made?  How far did it have to travel to get to you?  Think of all the 
energy and resources it took for you to be able to put that shirt on and wear it!  
Now, consider the alpaca that we’ve come to visit.  The alpaca has a really nice and soft wool.  
Can you think of an animal that lives on the tundra and also has a very very soft wool that keeps 
it warm during the winter? 
Before we leave South America, pick up a sweater made from Alpaca wool, because where we’re 
going next....it’s going to be cold!  
          CLIMATE CLUE:  muskox

Destination #8:  Over to the Andes in search of an ALPACA!
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glacier

Did you know that most of the freshwater on the planet is frozen!  That however is changing as the 
planet heats up.  Huge ice sheets and glaciers are melting...and melting fast!  If all of the ice were to 
melt the world would look very very different.  Alaska doesn’t have huge ice sheets like Antarctica 
or Greenland, but it does have some of these, which is one of the Climate Clues.  Can you think 
of its name?  But hurry quick because they are melting at unprecedented rates!  As they melt the 
water eventually makes its way to the ocean, and that extra water is causing the level of the ocean 
to rise.
Let’s journey to the opposite end of the world to discover a way that will help slow this and other 
changes that are occurring.  Where might we be going?  Read the next clue to find out!  
          CLIMATE CLUE:  glacier

Destination #9:  Slide on over to the ICEBERG between South 
America and Antarctica!
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renewable

Destination #10:  The wind is picking up and it is taking us all 
the way to a WIND TURBINE off the coast of Denmark!

Wow, wind can create electricity!  Wind can help me turn on the lights, the computer, the tv....and 
it does not contribute any gases that heat up the planet!  Great!  This is a type of resource that is 
the opposite of nonrenewable (like the oil and coal we’ve learned about).  Can you think of the 
word that would describe that type of resource?  
The wind picks up again after we’ve guessed the Climate Clue....and it’s taking us on another 
adventure!  
          CLIMATE CLUE:  renewable
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explore

Destination #11: Sail the high seas on the FELICITY ANN!  
Catch up with her in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, west of 
Portugal.     

We’re joining the Felicity Ann and her brave captain!  How many days was she alone at sea?  
Wow!  She really loved to do something that can be found in the Climate Clues....do you see it?  
Don’t you love to do that too?  Exploring our world and learning as much as we can about it is a 
great way to help monitor the effects of climate change, and the more we know about what is go-
ing on out there, the better we can manage the changes and plan for the future!    
          CLIMATE CLUE:  explore
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local

Boy that coffee smells good!  And it’s nice to be on land again, the seas got a little rough for 
awhile.  Coffee is a very important drink all around the world and it travels a looooong way to get 
to your cup.  And that, we know, means that it requires a lot of energy and resources.  Can you 
think of a drink that is made from a plant right here?  What is another way to say that it is found 
right here?            
          CLIMATE CLUE:  local

Destination #12:  A special blend of COFFEE is waiting for you 
in Guatemala!
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permafrost

Purple saxifrage is one of many wildflowers that bloom during the summer.  As the world heats 
up summers are arriving earlier.  The seasons are shifting and so is the land these flowers grow 
on!  The permafrost that is under the active layer that this pretty plant grows on is melting!  One 
day the land where this plant grows may look very different if the climate continues on its current 
path.  There could be forests where there is now tundra.  And what was that frozen land called 
again....??  Find the Climate Clue and move on to your next destination!   
         CLIMATE CLUE:  permafrost

Destination #13:  Say adios to Guatemala and head on up to the 
tundra of Canada in search of a pretty plant called PURPLE 
SAXIFRAGE.
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sea ice

Wildlife will also be affected by a changing landscape as the world heats up.  Just like the purple 
saxifrage that sits atop the permafrost...the polar bear roams on something else that is frozen.  
Can you think of what it is?  It’s one of the word clues!  
Sea ice!  Polars bears use the sea ice to hunt and teach their young how to survive.  With a world 
that is getting hotter, what do you think is happening to the sea ice?  It is estimated that the Arctic 
will no longer have ice in the summer by 2030!  What will that do to animals like the polar bear?  
And what can we do to help?    
          CLIMATE CLUE:  sea ice   

Destination #14:  Get out your binoculars, we’re not going to get 
too close to this champion of the Arctic!  Head toward the Beau-
fort Sea in Canada to find the great white POLAR BEAR.
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cargo

Destination #15:  In the middle of the Pacific, almost to Antarc-
tica you can’t miss our next destination, a gigantic FREIGHTER.

It is hard to imagine a boat this large being energy-efficient but with the amount of stuff it can 
carry it definitely is!  What’s all that stuff called?  Find it in your Climate Clues!  
What type of cargo do you think the freighter is carrying? 
          CLIMATE CLUE:  cargo
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food web

Wow, that freighter sure was enormous!  And speaking of large things...what’s the largest animal 
in the world?  And what does it eat?  Something itty bitty yet critical to the health of all oceans, 
and to the world!  Protein-packed KRILL is on the menu!  These, along with types of plankton, 
are the base of all life out here.  Can you think of a Climate Clue that describes that?    
         
         CLIMATE CLUE:  food web

Destination #16:  Head south of the freighter and take a gulp of 
KRILL!  
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ice seal

Destination #17: Hop back on the freighter and set course for 
Japan to learn more about PACIFIC HERRING!

As a part of a food web, this fish is one that larger fish and marine mammals feed on.  Can you 
think of  a marine mammal that is found in Alaska that might eat a fish like this?  It’s a smaller 
marine mammal, very graceful in the water, and only found in colder areas.  It will definitely not 
be hanging out at our next destination!  
         CLIMATE CLUE:  ice seal
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coral

Destination #18: Venture to the warmer waters of the GREAT 
BARRIER REEF, found off the coast of Australia.

The water begins to get shallow and the freighter drops us off so we can kayak to shore.  As we 
paddle closer to shore we begin to see amazing colors beneath.  We can’t resist and jump in (mak-
ing sure not to touch any of the corals).  Snorkel gear on and underwater cameras ready, we start 
to explore!  We are at the largest reef in the world and it is teeming with life!  The base of this reef 
is made up of a type of animal that can be found 
Did you know there are corals in Alaska?  The coral pictured in the Climate Clue can be found in 
the Bering Sea....brrrrrrr!  Why do you think it might be important to protect these amazing ani-
mals?
          CLIMATE CLUE:  coral

15



island

Destination #19:  Hop back in your kayak and hurry over 
to the Maldives!  We’re running late for an UNDERWATER             
GOVERNMENT MEETING!

As the planet heats up there are a lot of people who are worried about how these changes will af-
fect them.  One president decided to show how much he cares and is concerned about the future 
of his country that he decided to hold a meeting...underwater!
When we visited the iceberg and learned about melting glaciers and ice sheets we saw how the 
extra water is making the level of the ocean, or sea, rise.  It seems hard to believe that something 
that is happening thousands of miles away could have an effect on the Maldives which is a small 
set of these.  Did you already find the Climate Clue?  
This is just another example to show us that everything is connected....and that also reinforces 
what we already know, that every single action counts!  
Our final destination is to visit with someone who was a great explorer like us!    
          CLIMATE CLUE:  island
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adventure

Destination #20:  Journey to Nepal and climb the tallest moun-
tain in the world to meet up with EDMUND HILLARY!  

WOW!  We have travelled to so many places and have seen so many amazing things!  And here we 
are...enjoying a spectacular view atop the tallest mountain in the world!  

We have been on a real ___________ (final Climate Clue!) and have learned about different things 
that are changing the planet and also some ways that we can help!  Great job!!! 
Now it’s time to travel back to school to reveal the secret Climate Quest phrase and to think of 
more ways that we can help slow down climate change!  
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
         CLIMATE CLUE:  adventure
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