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Intermountain Region News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 16, 2008
Contact: Brad Traver, (505) 672-3861, ext. 502
Bandelier Sewage Line Replacement May Cause Traffic Delays
LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO:  “Major construction work will begin to replace the main sewage lines into Bandelier National Monument on Wednesday, September 17th, 2008,” announced Bandelier Superintendent Brad Traver.  “The reason that this will impact the public is because the sewage lines are located under the entrance road which is the sole access for all visitors and employees into Frijoles Canyon. This will result in short delays to all park visitors entering and leaving Frijoles Canyon.”
“We are trying to minimize the impacts to all park visitors but there will definitely be short delays during the week,” said Traver. “Roadwork will rarely occur on weekends or holidays, and will not occur during the week of Balloon Fiesta in October. If visitors want to avoid the construction zones, we encourage them to visit other areas of the park such as Tsankawi or the Alamo Boundary Trail. For safety reasons, bicycles will be prohibited during all phases of construction.”

The first phase of the project, beginning on September 15, will be the removal of the asphalt on the inbound lane and trenching for the placement of the new lines. “Asphalt removal will be done in small segments to shorten the traffic delays,” said Traver. “The most difficult section to remove and replace will be on the big curve dropping into Frijoles Canyon. Work in this section may result in longer road closures. If this happens, closures will go into effect before anyone enters Frijoles Canyon to assure that people do not incur long delays during their visit.” 

The second phase of the project, beginning in late-September, will be the placement of the new sewage lines. “We recently completed the construction of a new sewage lift station into which these new sewage lines will tie,” added Traver. “We want to assure that our sewage never overflows into Frijoles Creek and the Rio Grande. We also want to assure that we have the long-term capacity to provide the restroom facilities needed by park visitors. This new system is designed to accomplish both of these things.”

The third phase of the project, beginning in November, will be the actual repaving of the road. “Repaving of the road may cause the most inconvenience to the public and the most interruptions for park operations,” said Traver. “The large size of the equipment and the narrow roadbed will force several road closures. However, repaving should be completed within several days since it only involves one lane from the curve to the parking lot.”

The project is administered, managed and funded by the National Park Service.  The contract has been awarded to Stoven Construction Company of Albuquerque. The project completion date is set for the end of November.

Bandelier’s visitor center is open this summer from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., seven days per week. The picnic area, Tsankawi unit near White Rock, and the trails in Frijoles Canyon are open daily from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m until October 1, 2008 and sunrise to sunset thereafter. Juniper Campground and Bandelier’s group campground, Ponderosa Campground, are open. Bandelier’s entrance fee is $12 per private car with the receipt being valid for 7 days. America the Beautiful, National Park, Golden Age, Golden Access, and the Bandelier annual passes are honored for entrance. For more information about Bandelier National Monument, call the visitor center at (505) 672-3861, ext 517 or visit Bandelier’s website at www.nps.gov/band.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


