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Intermountain Region News Release

Prescribed Fire in Bandelier National Monument Concludes
LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO: Bandelier National Monument Acting Superintendent Vito Spinale has announced that operations on the Upper Frijoles (Unit 9) Prescribed Fire are winding down.  “Ignition is complete.  Approximately 1,500 acres have been successfully treated.  This fire has played a vital role in reducing hazardous fuels and helping perpetuate the resource values for which the monument was established.”

“Minimal smoke will likely be present within the interior of the burn unit until the area receives significant rain or snow,” said Bandelier Fire Management Officer Gary Kemp.  “Firefighters will continue to monitor and patrol the fire.  We do not expect any additional traffic delays or smoke impacts on local communities.”  

“We want to thank our interagency partners for their cooperation and assistance. These partners include the Bureau of Indian Affairs, USDA Forest Service, State of New Mexico, Los Alamos County, and Sandoval County, and private property owner / park neighbor Sam Gardner,” added Kemp. 

 “I didn’t want to clear the fuels on my property at first because I liked having the trees,” said park in-holder Sam Gardner.  “But after several wildfires burned through the area, I started thinning the fuels on my property.  The next step for me was a burn like this.  It would have been too much for me to take this on safely on my own.  I’m so glad they could step in and help. Everyone who lives in the mountains needs to be responsible with their fuels, otherwise they’re just sitting ducks,” he added.
Trails in the vicinity of the burn will remain closed until it is considered safe to open them.  Contact the monument at 505-672-3861 x517 for current trail status. 
For more information regarding Bandelier’s fire management projects -- call 505-662-7065, email band_fire_comments@nps.gov, or visit www.nps.gov/band. 
--NPS--
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


