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Intermountain Region News Release

Bandelier National Monument Announces

“Fee Free Days” on September 27-28, 2008
All National Park Service Sites to Waive Entrance Fees 

on National Public Lands Weekend
(Washington, D.C.) – All National Park Service sites will offer free visitor admission on September 27th for the 15th annual National Public Lands Day.  An additional fee free day will be instituted this year in honor of newly naturalized citizens. On July 4th, Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne issued a press release welcoming newly naturalized citizens to national parks. “Our National Parks celebrate the story of America; our history, our heroes and the ideals upon which we build our future. With this invitation I want to give our newest citizens, those who have chosen to adopt America as their home, a chance to come and experience those pieces of America for themselves.”
“This is a great opportunity for everyone to enjoy the great fall weather and their tax dollars at work,” said Bandelier Superintendent Brad Traver. “The leaves are starting to change and the summer heat is finally gone. Everyone should come out to enjoy all of our public lands, including the national parks.”
Nine federal agencies, 125 state and local partners, dozens of non-profit organizations, tens of thousands of individuals, and national sponsor Toyota Motor Sales, USA are expected to participate in more than a thousand volunteer projects across the country.  Please visit http://www.publiclandsday.org for more information.

One third of the land in the United States has been set aside as open space.  600 million acres of parks, refuges, forests, wetlands, cultural sites, and other shared areas provide a variety of public resources.

National Public Lands Day is the only time that entrance fees are waived systematically on public lands throughout the country.  Normally, 147 of the country’s 391 National Park Service sites charge an entrance fee ranging from $3 to $25.  The other 244 areas do not have entrance fees.  U.S. Veterans are admitted to national parks for free each year on Veteran’s Day.  

Bandelier’s visitor center is open daily from 9:00 A.M. until 5:30 P.M. The picnic area, Tsankawi unit near White Rock, and the trails in Frijoles Canyon are open daily from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. through September and  official sunrise to official sunset beginning October 1, 2008. Juniper Campground and Bandelier’s group campground, Ponderosa Campground, are open. Entrance fees are waived for Public Lands Day but all user fees still apply, including camping fees.  For more information about Bandelier National Monument, call the visitor center at (505) 672-3861, ext 517 or visit Bandelier’s website at www.nps.gov/band.

The other federal agencies not charging for admittance that day include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the Bureau of Reclamation, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Forest Service. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


