In October 2000, public scoping meetings were held to gather comments on the upcoming GMP for both the North and South Units of the park.  Further public comment was gathered through responses to GMP newsletters and related public meetings from 2001-2003.  In 2004, MWRO and the park decided to complete the North and South Unit GMPs separately. Volume 1, North Unit GMP, was completed in winter 2006.  The South Unit GMP process began in spring 2006 as “Volume 2” of the BADL GMP.  

The South Unit GMP team relied on these previous comments when drawing up preliminary concepts and alternatives through March 2007.  The GMP team expects to gather additional comments in the fall of 2007 when the preliminary alternatives newsletter is published.

Synopsis of GMP-related comments from all sources:

Natural Resource-related

Work with the Tribe to expand bison herds and prairie dog colonies on tribal lands.

Resource management plans for the South Unit should be integrated with the resource planning efforts underway through the Bombing Range Office.

Include Richard Sherman’s Lakota Stewardship Model when considering wildlife management strategies.

Reintroduce the following species: ferrets, bison, bighorn sheep, swift fox, wolves, elk, and bear.
Paleo resources – need to prevent theft; need more baseline information, curatorial storage; need to create relationships with research community.

Range/vegetation management – cut or graze rather than burn; burning adversely affects air quality.

Cultural Resource-related

Preserve the history of the earth, nature, and all associated with it.

Historically and culturally important for Native Americans -- You should be doing more about Indian history

Preserve the grasslands and landscape of this area for the educational and historical aspect to be appreciated by current and future generations

Unique natural setting that gives a perspective of how the Indians lived

More Indian history needs to be noted in the park brochure.  This place is really all about Indians.

Visitor experience-related

Are the visitor use facilities in the right place? Do they support desired visitor experience?

Find ways to integrate the South Unit better into the park without overdeveloping the area – construction of trails and trailheads suggested.

Would like to see more buffalo.

You should be doing more about Indian history

I think a visitor center is needed on the west side of the park, and one by Rapid City would be important.  

Interpretation should include human cultural history-- history of homesteading and Indian culture. 

Tell story of both the geological processes and the cultural importance to the Lakota people.

This area is a priceless territory of unusual aspect with much history of early explorers.  This story should be told.

Would like to see concessions for horse trips and jeep tours in South Unit

Addition of scenic overlooks on BIA 2

Scenic byway proposal – park should partner with OST

Identify new location for Lakota Heritage and Education Center

Staff not where the visitors are.

Access-related

What do people need to see?  How to provide resource protection? Are there new areas that should be opened to visitors? 

Enter into landowner negotiations for public access (especially at Palmer Creek); non-motorized trail access to Palmer Creek.

Will need access routes from the proposed state and national scenic byway (Chief Crazy Horse National Scenic Byway proposal)

Highway 44 needs trailhead access to South Unit

Incorporate proposed road access plan

Rehabilitate Sheep Mountain Road with overlooks, trailheads and closures. Please put in paved roads around Sheep Mountain

Operations-related

Would like to see tribal members employed as paleontologists, archeologists, interpreters, and other positions that currently are filled by NPS and bombing-range personnel.

The South Unit should become a Tribal Park, separate from NPS, managed by qualified tribal members and an advisory committee. 

There should be limitations on, or elimination of, hunting and granting of research permits.  Fossil sites should have restricted access or be closed to the public. 

The South Unit should continue to be connected to NPS until the tribe is prepared to take over total management.

Review the roads necessary to provide for public use and management of the South Unit.  Establish designated routes.

Why do you still have dirt roads?

Wish more $ of what the park brings in went to Native people.

Decisions should be made in consultation with the bombing range staff regarding the need for roads and access in the South Unit for management, creation and permittees.  

Try to limit the amount of improvement that is done on South Unit roads by permittees, which then lure visitors into areas we may not want them in.

The status of the Chief Crazy Horse Scenic Byway and its influence on management of the South Unit, including circulation and use, should be discussed.

Floodplain concern for existing White River picnic area and housing

Additional housing needs

Infrastructure  - much is aging – repair, rehab, replace; circulation.

Operational efficiency – staff is not where the visitors are.
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