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Aztec Ruins 
National Monument

Can You Make It? 7th Grade Ranger-led Onsite Program





Transport the Survivor game into Ancestral Pueblo times –  but with the goal of thriving and building community resilience. Then show the interconnectedness of tool making and other daily activities by becoming a human flow chart.

Timeframe: 30-35 minutes
Location: Aztec Ruins Picnic AreaNational Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Aztec, NM


	[bookmark: _Hlk132964470]Goal:  Examine history from the perspective of participants to gain appreciation for the problem-solving skills of the    
     ancestral Pueblo. Then explore ways to adapt similar natural resource use and management for more  
     sustainable modern lifestyles. 

	Objectives:  
1.  Identify the steps and support team needed to create a stone axe.
2.  Connect ancestral Pueblo tools to modern day stewardship practices.
3.  Identify ways technology shaped and continues to shape how people engage with the environment.

	Questions: 
1.  Are so-called primitive tools as simple or nontechnical as people think?
2.  What are some of the different ways people define thriving in life?
3.  How can our daily stewardship actions take into account that earth is a closed system?

	Takeaways:
1.  Cooperation and interdependence are foundational values for sustainable lifestyles. Changes in climate, such as extended droughts, have impacted people throughout time. The climate change we face today has different causes and consequences. How does it affect our communities and what actions can you take in, for or with your community to create solutions?
2.  Ancestral Pueblo people developed a complex and highly sophisticated society, which continues to thrive today.
3.  All cultures rely on the allocation and use of natural resources. Resource availability and use change over time.



	[bookmark: _Hlk129766651]Vocabulary
collaboration
flowchart
	
great house
stewardship
	
sustainability
winner





	
	Connecting with 2nd Grade Curriculum Standards
	NM CORE and Anchor Standards

	Social Studies
	· Roles and Responsibilities of a Civic Life   
· Human-Environmental Interactions and Sustainability
· Historical Change, Continuity, Context, and Reconciliation
	· Theme 1: Anchor Standard 4
· Theme 3: Anchor Standard 14
· Theme 3 : Anchor Standard 15

	Science
	· Empirical evidence that changes to physical or biological components of an ecosystem affect populations
· How increases in human population and per-capita consumption of natural resources impact Earth’s systems
· Determine similarities and differences among design solutions to identify best characteristics of each that can be combined into a new solution to better meet the criteria for success
· Human Impacts
	· MS-LS2

· MS-ESS3

· MS-ETS1


· New Mexico specific STEM MS

	Visual Arts
	· What conditions, attitudes, and behaviors support creativity and innovative thinking? What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How does collaboration expand the creative process?
· How do objects, places, and design shape lives and communities?
	· Anchor Standard 1



· Anchor Standard 2

	English Language Arts
	· Track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views
	· Anchor Standard 7.1
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