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Aztec Ruins 
National Monument

Piecing Together the Past: 4th Grade Ranger-led Onsite Program





[bookmark: _Hlk132893576]Students piece together puzzles to reveal the role of pottery in Ancestral Pueblo daily life, connect pottery to modern descendants of the Ancestral Pueblo people, and examine concepts of climate change and stewardship. 

Timeframe: 30-35 minutes
	[bookmark: _Hlk132964470]Goal:  Gain an appreciation for the interconnectedness of ancestral Pueblo cultural lifestyles with available natural
            resources, enabling discussions about climate change and sustainability.

	Objectives:  
1.  Connect cultural use of pottery with the dependency on available natural resources.
2.  Recognize the sophistication and complex scientific knowledge of the ancestral Pueblo people.

	Questions: 
1.  What does a river have to do with pottery and corn?
2.  Why did the ancestral Pueblo people choose this location? 
3.  Which of the 4 R’s lead to the most sustainable actions?

	Takeaways:
1.  Ancestral Pueblo people practiced their own version of “Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, Recycle.”
2.  Living descendants of ancestral Pueblo people are continuing their pottery traditions.
3.  Changes in climate, such as extended droughts, have impacted people throughout time. The climate change we face today has different causes and consequences. How does it affect you and what actions can you take to create solutions?


Location: Aztec Ruins Picnic AreaNational Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Aztec, NM

 

	[bookmark: _Hlk129766651]Vocabulary
4 R’s – 
Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, Recycle
	
mortar 
pestle 
pollination 
	
olla 
sacred
sherds



	
	
	Connecting with 4th Grade Curriculum Standards
	NM CORE and Anchor Standards

	Social Studies
	· Resources and Land Use in New Mexico: Human-Environmental Interactions and Sustainability 
· New Mexico Identity and Diversity, Identity in History 
· New Mexico Trade and Industry 
	· Theme 4: Anchor Standards 11, 14

· Theme 5: Anchor Standards 20, 21
· Theme 3: Anchor Standards 5,7

	Science
	· Multiple solutions to reduce the impacts of natural Earth processes on humans 
· Energy and fuels are derived from natural resources and that their uses affect the environment
	· 4-ESS3

· 4-ESS3

	Arts
	· Perceive and analyze artistic work 
· Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work 
· Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding 
	· Anchor Standard 7 
· Anchor Standard 8
· Anchor Standard 11

	English Language Arts
	· Make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others
· Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding 
· Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration; contribute accurate, relevant information; respond to and develop what others have said; make comparisons and contrasts
· Participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively 
	· 4.1

· 4.1

· Overarching Concepts



· Overarching Concepts
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