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Aztec Ruins 
National Monument

Daytime Stars and Nighttime Skies: 2nd Grade Ranger-led Onsite Program





Students discover native plants and animals and their habitat needs through fun facts and activities, then learn how the plants and animals of this area shaped the lives of the Ancestral Pueblo people.

Timeframe: 30-35 minutes
Location: Aztec Ruins Picnic AreaNational Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Aztec, NM


	[bookmark: _Hlk132964470]Goal:  Discover native plant and animal habitats around Aztec Ruins and gain appreciation of interconnectedness     
  of ancestral Pueblo cultural lifestyles with available natural resources, enabling discussions about sustainability.

	Objectives:  
1.  Identify the basic habitat needs of plants and animals.
2.  Identify three habitats in the Aztec Ruins area and connect several native flora and fauna with those habitats.
3.  Associate ancestral Pueblo items with native habitats to show how natural resources shaped the culture.

	Questions: 
1.  What do students need to survive? How is that different from their wants?
2.  How are plants and animals dependent on each other? 
3.  How did the habitats around Aztec Ruins influence the lifestyles of the ancestral Pueblo people?

	Takeaways:
1.  Plants help create the types of habitats animals need.  
2.  People rely on natural resources for their needs and wants.
3.  People need to be good stewards of natural resources.  


	
	[bookmark: _Hlk129766651]Vocabulary
river
forest 
desert
	
habitat
oxygen 
shelter
	
needs vs. wants




	
	Connecting with 2nd Grade Curriculum Standards
	NM CORE and Anchor Standards

	Social Studies
	· Historical Change, Continuity, Context, and Reconciliation
· Human-Environmental Interactions and Sustainability
· Diversity and Identity
	· Theme 2: Anchor Standards 15
· Theme 4: Anchor Standard 14
· Theme 5: Anchor Standard 20

	Science
	· Describe and classify different kinds of materials by their observable properties
· Determine which materials have the properties that are best suited for an intended purpose
· Observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats
· Science and Society
	· 2-PS1



· 2-LS4

· New Mexico specific STEM 1SS

	Visual Arts
	· How do objects, places, and design shape lives and communities?
· How does art help understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures?
	· Anchor Standard 2
· Anchor Standard 11

	English Language Arts
	·   Linking one’s own comments to the remarks of others
·   Recount or describe key ideas or details from information  
  presented orally
	· Anchor Standard 2.1
· Anchor Standard 2.2
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