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In the pre-visit activity, students make their own shoe tracings. During the program they go on a journey back in time to explore the advanced problem-solving skills of the Chacoan people while examining concepts of self-identity, trade, and celestial alignments through a symbol of the Chacoan Culture: elaborately woven sandals. In the post-visit activity, they apply those lessons to a current world problem.

Timeframe: 1 hour for pre-visit activities. 45 minutes for virtual program. 1 hour for post-visit activity.National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Aztec, NM
Nageezi, NM

 

	
	Connecting with 7th Grade Curriculum Standards
	NM Anchor 
Standards

	Social Studies
	Native American History; The Land, People, and Resources of New
Mexico; The Emergence of Pueblos and Tribes (c. 1200 BCE–c. 1500 CE).
	1, 3, 5, 8, 11, 14, 15, 20

	Science
	Genetic variation of traits; Earth-Sun-Moon system; Design a problem and solution; Similarities and differences in design solutions.
	MS: LS4, ESS1, ETS1

	Arts
	Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness; How art impacts the way we perceive the world.
	1, 2, 6, 8, 11

	English Language Arts
	Track progress toward goals and deadlines, define roles; Acknowledge new information; Analyze ideas, explain how ideas clarify a topic.
	7.1, 7.2



	Goal:  Gain appreciation of the sophistication and national significance of the Chacoan Culture.

	 Objectives:
• Students know and take pride in New Mexico’s Native American history and connect contributions with modern Indigenous people.
• Students examine concepts of empathy, resources, community, environmental degradation, change & continuity.

	Materials:
• Students need paper and drawing materials. Shoe tread drawings should be displayed for all students to view during program.


Pre-visit Activities
· Determine distance, time, and mode of transportation to get to Aztec Ruins National Monument or Chaco Culture National Historical Park from school. What mountains, rivers, and canyons would you cross?
· Where did Aztec Ruins National Monument get its name?
· Define vocabulary words below. Students can work in groups.
· Look at famous self, community, or cultural portraits. Consider media and display locations (graffiti, murals, museums).
· Every student needs to trace the outline of their shoe, then draw the tread of the shoe inside the outline. The tread doesn’t have to be perfect. Students should not sign their name on the front of their drawing. 
· The shoe drawings will be posted in the classroom and be used throughout the program. 
· Students will use the worksheet provided to take notes during the program to help them be prepared for the post-visit activity.






















	Vocabulary
Ancestors
Ancestral Pueblo
Carbon footprint
Chacoans
Descendants
	Equinox
Great house
Kiva
Mano & Metate
Matrilineal
Monumental
	Petroglyph
Pictograph
Solstice
Sovereign
Sophisticated
Treaty
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