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Post-visit Activity: How do you design a more fair and just society?

· After attending the virtual program, as a class, students brainstorm ideas about this problem:
· How would you design a more fair and just society? 
· Is being unique a good reason to be a leader? 
· Are social structures set in stone?
· How is climate change affecting your community and your daily life? 
· How can a community be adaptable?
· Include sustainability and environmental impacts. 
· Look at: UN list of 17 development goals: https://sdgs.un.org/goals and sustainability film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7V8oFI4GYMY 
· Remind them to think about the way Chacoan society functioned. Students will combine some Chacoan solutions with their own to make a better world for us all. 
· Students should think about how their solution will impact the environment as well as people. 
· At least one person in each group will retrace their shoe and draw the group’s solution as a new shoe tread.  They should be creative! Solutions don’t have to be based in current reality. 
· Get students into groups of three to work on this activity. 
· Have groups share their solutions and images with the rest of the class. 

Supplies needed for activity:
· Paper, drawing supplies, tape, string, staples, magnets, or some way to display student drawings





























Virtual Program Overview: Students make their own shoe tracings and go on a journey back in time to:
· Explore self-identity, trade, community, engineering, art, and celestial alignments through elaborately woven sandals that symbolize the Chacoan Culture.
· Understand the national significance of the Chacoan Culture by examining the lives of the ancestral Puebloan people who lived at Chaco, Aztec and other outlying communities, 800 - 1280 CE.
· [bookmark: _Hlk123565789]Examine the problem-solving skills of the Chacoan people through the structures they built, the environment they lived in, and the objects they made or traded for. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk129775929]Apply sophisticated Chacoan skills to their own solutions to a current world problem.
Goal 
Gain appreciation for the sophistication and national importance of the Chacoan culture.
Objectives
· Students know and take pride in New Mexico’s Indigenous history and connect contributions with modern Indigenous people.
· Examine concepts of empathy, resources, community, change & continuity.




Themes
· Personal and community identity. 
· Empathy and awareness of other world views.
· Elaborately woven sandals are a symbol of Chaco Culture. 
· Chacoans developed complex astronomical systems.
· Chaco Canyon was a center for trade, ceremony, and administration needs in the southwestern USA for almost 400 years.
Problems Chacoans solved  
· Needed a community, a place to gather, a place to conduct trade.
· Navigation by way of roads, landmarks and petroglyphs and pictographs. 
· Pass on knowledge and stories from generation to generation. 
· Predict and confirm when celestial alignments like the solstices were to keep an intricate ceremonial calendar and tell people when to gather.
· Desired a sophisticated and cultured life which was expressed through art, architecture, and utilitarian objects. 
· Communicated important ideas through designs on sandals, pottery, petroglyphs and pictographs.
Questions: 
· What would it be like to live in a society that honored uniqueness?
· What can Chacoan culture teach us about honoring different world views and cultures? 
· What evidence is there that Chaco was the center of a vast trade network?
· What can Chacoan culture teach us about problem-solving and working with the environment?	
· Chacoans had highly evolved skills. Do you think everyone needed to know all of them?  
· Was the Chaco community unified with a joint purpose? Was it more than greed and power?
Takeaways: 
· The Chacoan community was a major center for ceremony, trade, and government.
· Chacoan people used the shape of the 6-toed sandals as a symbol for their culture.
· Chacoan people were expert scientists.
· Chacoan culture incorporated highly sophisticated solar alignments into their architecture.
· The monumental architecture was the largest in the United States until the late 1800s. 
· Descendants of the Chacoans, the Pueblo people, are alive and still connected to their ancestral past.
· Pueblo people, believe their ancestral spirits remain in these sacred spaces.
· Older cultures dealt with long-term changes in weather and climate, and offer insight for current challenges.

Stewardship/Preservation:
· When visiting a cultural or natural site be good stewards: don’t take things and don’t leave things.
· Everyone needs to engage with natural resources in a sustainable way.
	
	Connecting with 7th Grade Curriculum Standards
	NM Anchor 
Standards

	Science
	Genetic variation of traits; Earth-Sun-Moon system; Design a problem and solution; Similarities and differences in design solutions.
	MS: LS4, ESS1, ETS1

	Social Studies
	Native American History; The Land, People, and Resources of New
Mexico; The Emergence of Pueblos and Tribes (c. 1200 BCE–c. 1500 CE).
	1, 3, 5, 8, 11, 14, 15, 20

	Arts
	Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness; How art impacts the way we perceive the world.
	1, 2, 6, 8, 11

	English Language Arts
	Track progress toward goals and deadlines, define roles; Acknowledge new information; Analyze ideas, explain how ideas clarify a topic.
	7.1, 7.2
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