Museum I Spy
Pre-K and Kindergarten 

1. I spy with my little eye a sandal that can fit my foot.
(Fibers From the Past case)
2. I spy with my little eye something green.
(Important Imports case)
3. I spy with my little eye something that could hold hot chocolate.
(From Hands and Clay case)
4. I spy with my little eye something made out of shell.
(Important Imports case)
5. I spy with my little eye an entirely black bowl.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)






Answers:
1. Child’s sandal –  As soon as you could walk, you would have shoes made for you
2. Piece of turquoise – Turquoise can be blue or green, and was used for decoration and jewelry because it was such an uncommon color.
3. A mug – Chocolate was popular even a long time ago (900 years ago!)
4. Jewelry – They got the shell all the way from the Pacific coast which is very far away!
5. Aztec Black bowl – These black ceramics first appear here at Aztec before anywhere else!



Museum I Spy
1st Grade

1.  I spy with my little eye a pot that looks like a bird.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
2.  I spy with my little eye jewelry.
(Important Imports case)
3. I spy with my little eye a sandal with a brown design on it.
 (The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
4. I spy with my little eye something that is made out of an entirely black rock.
(Important Imports case)
5. I spy with my little eye a picture of a toddler.
(Aztec’s Complex Culture display)




Answers:
1. Mesa Verde Black-on-White Effigy Bowl – this pretty bowl is very special and might have been used in ceremonies
2. Beads, pendants, and bracelets – the people living here liked to wear jewelry just like we do today!
3. Yucca sandal – the yucca leaves would have been boiled or crushed to get the fine fibers we see used in this sandal.
4. Obsidian – this rock is like glass and can make a sharper edge than a laser beam can!
5.  “Aztec’s Complex Culture” exhibit (bottom left painting) – back then, young toddlers would have stayed with their mothers while she did the daily corn grinding




Museum I Spy
2nd Grade

1.  I spy with my little eye something wooden that you can climb.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
2.  I spy with my little eye the biggest pot in this room.
(From Hands and Clay case)
3.  I spy with my little eye something that is black, red and white.
(Important Imports case)
4.  I spy with my little eye something used for serving soup.
(From Hands and Clay case)
5.  I spy with my little eye a big map of the United States.
(National Parks Passport Station)
Answers:
1. A ladder – Some rooms in Aztec West don’t have any doorways because they were only entered through the roof using ladders.
2. Corrugated jar by the door – These big jars are good for storing water or corn!
3. St. John’s Polychrome bowl – Not all of the ceramics at Aztec were made here. Some of them are here because the Ancestral Puebloan’s traded for them.
4. A ceramic black-on-white ladle – These ladles would have been used for serving food and water.
5. National Park Passport Station – What other National Parks have you been to? You can buy a National Parks passport and collect a stamp at every single one you visit!







Museum I Spy
3rd Grade

1.  I spy with my little eye an original sandal, still incomplete.
(Fibers From the Past case)
2.  I spy with my little eye a bowl that is decorated with only diamond and circle shapes.
(Important Imports case)
3.  I spy with my little eye a needle and thread.
(Fibers From the Past case)
4.  I spy with my little eye something sharp and made of stone.
(Important Imports case)
5.  I spy with my little eye a plate.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)

Answers:
1. Sandal which was still being woven – Bonus points if you can find which type of weaving style was used!
2. Toadlena Black-on-White bowl – Not all ceramics at Aztec were made here, some of the ceramics are trade items from other villages.
3. Yucca twine and needle – This needle and thread would have been used to sew things like clothing, hides, and blankets!
4. Green stone blade – The ancestral Pueblo made their tools out of stone, since metal was a trade good from far away.
5. McElmo Black-on-White votive plate – This is an unusual ceramic with a beautiful design.





Museum I Spy
4th Grade
Museum I Spy
4th Grade

1.  I spy with my little eye something made out of a gourd.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
2.  I spy with my little eye a tool that is sharp and made of bone.
(Fibers From the Past case)
3.  I spy with my little eye a ladle that is woven.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
4. I spy with my little eye a canteen.
(From Hands and Clay case)
5.  I spy with my little eye a modern tool that we can use to learn about the past.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case and Archaeology at Aztec station)


Answers:
1. Incised gourd rattle – The rattles were used when dancing, singing, or for music.
2. Bone awls – These were used to poke holes in leather so that pieces could be sewn together.
3. Basket ladle – A woven ladle would have been used with dry goods such as corn, not water.
4. McElmo Black-on-White canteen – The ancestral Pueblo people would need just as much water as we do now. Some of the artifacts we find are for holding and storing drinking water.
5. Examples include: Microscope, measuring tools, conveyor belt, or computers.





Museum I Spy
5th Grade

1.  I spy with my little eye something used for hunting.
(Important Imports case)
2.  I spy with my little eye something used for grinding corn.
(drinking fountain, windowsill)
3.  I spy with my little eye a tool made out of cactus spines.
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
4.  I spy with my little eye something made of copper that was used by the ancestral Pueblo people.
(Important Imports case)
5.  I spy with my little eye an archaeologist.
(Archaeology at Aztec station)

Answers:
1. Obsidian projectile point – Obsidian creates very sharp edges, but it is fragile and can shatter easily.
2. Trough metate located next to drinking fountain – Metates were used every day for grinding corn.
3. Tattooing instrument made of yucca and cactus spines – Artifacts like this indicate that the ancestral Pueblo people would have been tattooed in decorative or ceremonial designs.
4. Copper bell – The people at Aztec would have traded with people all the way down in Mexico in order to get these metal bells.
5. “Archaeology at Aztec” exhibit – Without archaeologists we wouldn’t know as much as we do about the ancestral Pueblo people. Use the computer to learn more.





Museum I Spy

Challenge Questions
(Middle and High School)
1. Find a ceramic fragment (sherd) in the museum that is not inside of a display case.
(In the walls)
2.  Find stones originally from Aztec West (not in the walls).
(Near the Passport Station)
3.  Can you find any pieces of pottery in this room that are not broken?
(From Hands and Clay case)
4.  Find a ceiling beam in the visitor center that used to be in Aztec West. (Hint: It’s not in the museum and it has a number carved into it)
(Gift Shop)
5.  Find the original catalog number for the ladder. (Bonus: find the core sample number in this artifact.)
(The Beauty of Aztec Ruins case)
Answers:
1. Chinking ceramics used in the spaces between the stones – chinking is a method of construction where smaller rocks and ceramics are placed in spaces between the big rocks
2. The windowsill is made of 5 smooth grinding stones (metates).
3. McElmo Black–on-White canteen – larger pieces of pottery have a higher risk of breaks. This canteen’s size or importance might have been a factor in its preservation.
4. Beam in the gift shop that has “H48” etched into it – this beam is approximately 900 years old!
5. 1650 – catalog numbers are used to help archaeologists keep track of the thousands of artifacts that are from Aztec. Core sample: 1503.


