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Fort Tilden Chapel in first snow,  by Victoria Lee Barber, 2017. 

Winter is coming. Many of you will be 
seeking things to do this season—for rec-
reation and amusement, and as a result of 
cabin fever, kids on school break, visiting 
friends and family—all needing fresh air, 
change of scenery and things to do.  Here 
is an overview:  
     Staten Island offers some brisk hikes 
and walks, and if you want to make a holi-
day wreath come to Fort Wadsworth on 
December 15. There is a fascinating pro-
gram on December 29, “If Old Bones 
Could Talk” Meet an Archaeologist,  pre-
sented by Dr. David Klingle.  This is an 
interactive family program for kids of all 
ages  presented at the Ft. Wadsworth Visi-
tor Center.  And if you have the desire to 
get outside and get moving check out 
monthly beach clean-ups for some produc-
tive exercise. If you have kids on winter 

break there is a great series of programs rang-
ing from bird watching, an art contest, bike 
safety to story time at Mont Sec House. 
Check the Staten Island listings for these and 
other programs. 
     And if you are in New Jersey and want 
some things to do at holiday time Sandy 
Hook is offering a walk in the Holly Forest, 
December 9, and a 1943 Christmas at History 
House on December 15 and 16, including a 
visit from Santa Claus, carols and refresh-
ments.  For those wishing a bracing outdoor 
experience there are three walks for the ob-
servation of seals and waterfowl, for which 
you should dress warmly. See Sandy Hook 
guide for these and more.  
     Brooklyn and Queens folks--polish up the 
cross country skis, dust off your snowshoes, 
and get ready for the first snow events.  When 
the snowflakes do fly, you can do cross coun-

try skiing at Floyd Bennett Field and snow-
shoe at JBWR. Wreath making using inva-
sive species gathered on a hike is offered 
on December 16, wear old clothes and 
dress warmly. Many other outdoor hikes 
are offered including bird watching, and 
nature walks.   Check out the winter break 
programs for kids offered in February.  See 
Jamaica Bay listings for these and more.  
And if you really want to start the New 
Year out with a bracing hike, both Sandy 
Hook and Jamaica Bay are offering their 
usual New Year’s Day outing.   
     But of course you can come visit on 
your own, especially if you just want to 
take a walk in the park.  Happy Holidays, 
Happy New Year, have a safe and joyous 
holiday season.  —C. Markis 
 
 
 



Visitor Center Hours 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Wed.  – Sun. 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 
Ryan Center, Floyd Bennett Field 
Wed.  – Sun. 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 
Cross Country Skiing 
Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn 
Aviator Sports Parking Lot 
First Snowfall 
Follow the cross country ski trail 
through the North 40.  A National 
Park Service Ranger will cut a track 
at first snow.   Call 718-338-3799 for 
trail conditions. 
 
Kayak Volunteer Corps  
Sunrise Paddles  
Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn 
Seaplane Ramp  
Variable Weekday Mornings  
6:00 AM – 7:30 AM 
If you are already a prepared four sea-
son paddler and would like to kayak 
with other skilled paddlers, join our 
Kayak Volunteer Corps. Stay in good 
form and be ready to share your skills 
this spring with the public paddling 
program. Please call 718-338-3799, 
for more information. 
 

December 
 

East Pond Snowshoe Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
First snowfall in December 
10AM – 11:30AM 
Strap on your snowshoes and join 
park rangers for a guided snowshoe 
walk along the East Pond trails! 
BYOSS (bring your own snowshoes!) 
Afterwards warm up in the visitor 
center with complimentary hot cocoa! 
For more details call 718-318-4340 
*Please note: In the event the first 
snowfall happens on a Monday or 
Tuesday the program will take place 
on the Wednesday in accordance with 
Visitor Center hours. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Late Fall Bird Walk 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, December 2 
10 AM - 11:30 AM 
Search for cardinals, yellow-rumped 
warblers, white-throated sparrows, 
and more. Learn about the birds that 
make their winter home here and the 
techniques they use to survive the 
cold.  ♥ 1.7 miles. 
 
The ♥ symbol denotes an activity 
providing moderate cardio exercise. 

Explore the Mysterious  
Back Woods at Fort Tilden 
Building 1 at Fort Tilden 
Sunday, December 9 
10AM – 12PM 
The leaves have fallen and the mysteries 
of the Back Woods at Ft. Tilden are now 
revealed. Walk the woods with Ameri-
can Littoral Society naturalist Mickey 
Maxwell Cohen to search for signs of 
winter nature and little-known historic 
fortifications of World War II. This is an 
American Littoral Society / Gateway 
NRA partnership program. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Stargazing 
Floyd Bennett Field, Community Gar-
dens 
Friday, December 14 
7:30PM - 9:30PM 
Go stargazing with the Brooklyn Ama-
teur Astronomers Association. Can-
celled if overcast. Dress warmly! 
 
Winter Bird Walk 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, December 15 
10AM – 1PM 
Join naturalist Don Riepe for a slide 
presentation and hike around the ponds 
and gardens of the wildlife refuge to 
look for late fall migrants and early win-
ter birds. See many species of ducks, 
geese, song birds, and maybe a hawk or 
owl. For info and reservations call 718-
474-0896; e-mail:donriepe@gmail.com. 
This program is a partnership with Gate-
way NRA and the American Littoral 
Society. Free. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Christmas Bird Count 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, December 15 
10AM and 3PM 
Celebrate this holiday season with the 
birds! Take a walk around the Refuge as 
we use citizen science to help track the 
birds of the region. We will log our data 
together. Birders of all levels are en-
couraged to attend. There will be two 
opportunities to join this walk. Wear 
warm layers. ♥ 1.7 miles. 
 
Invasive Plant Wreath Making 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, December 16 
2PM  
Take a walk out onto the trails to help 
remove invasive species, then take them 
back to the Visitor Center to turn into 
wreaths to take home with you! Wear 
clothes that can get dirty. ♥ 1 miles. 
 
 

Winter Solstice Sunset Walk  
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Friday, December 21 
3PM 
Welcome the arrival of winter on the 
shortest day of the year. Take a guided 
walk through the Refuge in search of win-
ter residents. We will end with a sunset 
view. Wear warm layers. ♥ 1.7 miles. 
 
January 
 
East Pond Snowshoe Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
First snowfall in January 
10AM – 11:30AM 
Strap on your snowshoes and join park 
rangers for a guided snowshoe walk along 
the East Pond trails! BYOSS (bring your 
own snowshoes!) Afterwards warm up in 
the visitor center with complimentary hot 
cocoa! For more details call 718-318-4340 
*Please note: In the event the first snow-
fall happens on a Monday or Tuesday the 
program will take place on the Wednesday 
in accordance with Visitor Center hours.  
♥ 2 miles. 
 
New Year's Day Beach Walk 
Fort Tilden-Chapel 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019  
11AM – 2PM 
Start the year off with a brisk walk along 
the shoreline, dunes and woods of Fort 
Tilden, Queens. We'll hike to the top of 
the Battery Harris East hawk watch plat-
form and get great views of the ocean, bay 
and NY harbor. After the walk we'll meet 
at the Rockaway Artists bldg. for coffee, 
cake and champagne! For more info call 
(718) 474-0896; 
email: donriepe@gmail.com. This is a 
partnership program between NYC Audu-
bon, Gateway NRA, and the American 
Littoral Society. ♥ 2 miles. 

 
Turning Over a New Leaf:  
A Resolution Walk 
Fort Tilden, Building 1 
Saturday, January 5 
10AM 
Commit to making time for nature and 
fitness this year. This guided hike will 
wind its way around the trails at Ft. Til-
den, culminating in views of the ocean 
and all five boroughs! Call 718-318-4340 
to make a reservation, and for directions 
to the meeting place. Wear warm layers. ♥ 
2 miles. 
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Winter Woodpecker Walk 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, January 12 
11AM – 12PM 
Join a ranger on a walk on the trails of 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge as we 
seek out some of winter’s noisier but 
beloved inhabitants… woodpeckers! 
Learn about the different species that can 
be spotted at Jamaica Bay while search-
ing for feathered friends and their habi-
tats. 
 

Harp Petting Zoo for Kids 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, January 13 
2PM-3PM 
It’s winter and we don’t have a lot of wildlife 
around but come to see what strange beasts 
these are. Harpist Mia Theodoratus will 
bring a variety of instruments for demonstra-
tion. See a pedal harp, a Celtic harp, an elec-
tric harp. Kids with an inquisitive mind and 
clean hands can try the instruments. A per-
formance will conclude the program. 
A Winter Beach Experience  
at Fort Tilden 
Building 1 at Fort Tilden 
Sunday, January 20 
12PM – 2PM 
Explore the littoral zone during one of 
the lowest tides of 2019 while walking 
along the edge of the sea with American 
Littoral Society naturalist, Mickey Max-
well Cohen, author of Adventures at the 
Beach, to observe the usually-hidden 
biological treasures from beyond the 
tides. This is an American Littoral Socie-
ty and Gateway NRA partnership. ♥ 2 
miles. 
 

Wolf Moon Night Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, January 20 
5PM 
See the park after dark! Take a night 
time hike around West Pond with a Na-
tional Park Ranger. Learn more about 
the nocturnal residents of the Refuge. 
Call 718-318-4340 to reserve a spot. 
Wear warm layers. ♥ 1.7miles. 
 

Winter Nature Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, January 26 
10AM – 11:30AM 
Where do they go? Have you ever won-
dered where all the animals go in the 
winter? Join us for a ranger-led hike to 
find the answers. ♥ 1.7 miles. 
 

February 
 

East Pond Snowshoe Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
First snowfall in February 
10AM – 11:30AM 

Strap on your snowshoes and join park 
rangers for guided snowshoe walk along 
the East Pond trails! BYOSS (bring your 
own snowshoes!) Afterwards warm up in 
the visitor center with complimentary hot 
cocoa! For more details call 718-318-4340 
*Please note: In the event the first snowfall 
happens on a Monday or Tuesday the pro-
gram will take place on the Wednesday in 
accordance with Visitor Center hours. ♥ 2 
miles. 
 

Groundhog Day Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, February 2 
10AM – 11:30 AM 
How does a lowly marmot determine the 
weather? Join us for an exciting walk 
around the West Pond Trail as we learn 
about the behaviors of groundhogs and 
other native mammals. ♥ 1.7 miles. 
 

Superb Owl Sunday 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, February 3 
All Day Event 
This day is about the real M.V.P.s, owls! 
Go out on an owl prowl, dissect pellets, try 
out a craft and meet a real owl on this all-
day celebration of all things owl. All ages 
are welcome and Junior Rangers are en-
couraged.  
 
Bee Mine? Refuge-inspired  
Valentine Station 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, February 9 
All Day Event 
Do you have someone in your life that 
“gives you butterflies”? Want to let your 
loved one know your “wild” about them? 
Stop by and prepare your own Jamaica 
Bay inspired valentines! Fun for all ages! 
 
Book Club: Black Nature: Four Cen-
turies of African American Nature 
Poetry  
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Sunday, February 10 
2PM – 3PM  
Nature lovers and bibliophiles alike are 
invited to join our book club! Join us every 
six weeks as we discuss a book over com-
plimentary tea and coffee. This month’s 
selection we will be celebrating Black His-
tory Month with Black Nature: Four Cen-
turies of African American Nature Poetry 
by selected authors. Come prepared to dis-
cuss your favorite works!  

 
Snow Moon Night Hike 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge   
Sunday, February 17 
5PM 
See the park after dark! Take a night time 
hike around West Pond with a National 

Park Ranger. Learn more about the noc-
turnal residents of the Refuge. Call 718-
318-4340 to reserve a spot. ♥ 1.7 miles. 
 
Pollinator Plant Party 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Wednesday, February 19 
2 PM - 3 PM 
February is the time to start thinking 
about your garden. Join us in preparing 
new plants for our pollinator garden. We 
will be preparing some of our collected 
seeds from last fall to grow new pollina-
tor plants for this summer. Take home 
your plants and bring them back when 
they are ready to put in the ground. 
 
Build-a-Muskrat 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Thursday, February 21 
2PM – 3PM 
Muskrats are especially adapted to life in 
the water, even in the winter. Families 
are invited to join a ranger as we learn 
about their unique adaptations through a 
fun and interactive activity and a walk 
around the East Pond.  Wear warm lay-
ers.  
 
Late Winter Thaw Bird Walk 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, February 23 
10AM – 1PM 
Join us for a slide presentation and hike 
around the refuge to look for very early 
migrants and signs of spring. See winter 
finches, red-winged blackbirds, ducks, 
snow geese, and maybe a saw-whet or 
snowy owl. For more info and reserva-
tions call 718-474-0896; e-
mail: donriepe@gmail.com. This is a 
partnership program between NYC 
Audubon, Gateway NRA, and the Amer-
ican Littoral Society. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Hike the Trails of the  
North Forty Natural Area 
Ryan Visitor Center 
Sunday, February 24 
10AM – 12PM 
It’s still winter, the perfect season for 
discovering the hidden secrets of the 
North Forty Natural Area at Floyd Ben-
nett Field; join American Littoral Society 
naturalist Mickey Maxwell Cohen.  Par-
ticipants will carpool from the Ryan Vis-
itor Center to the North Forty trailhead. 
A magnifying glass and GPS will be 
helpful. This is an American Littoral So-
ciety and Gateway NRA partnership pro-
gram. ♥ 2 miles. 
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