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Staten Island, New York 

Winter Day at Great Kills, photo by Salvatore Pollina, 2016 

Winter is coming.  Many of you will 
be seeking things to do this season—for 
recreation and amusement, and as a re-
sult of cabin fever, kids on school break, 
visiting friends and family—all needing 
fresh air, change of scenery and things 
to do.  Here is an overview:  
     Staten Island offers some brisk hikes 
and walks, and if you want to make a 
holiday wreath come to Fort Wadsworth 
on December 15. There is a fascinating 
program on December 29, “If Old 
Bones Could Talk” Meet an Archaeolo-
gist,  presented by Dr. David Klingle.  
This is an interactive family program for 
kids of all ages  presented at the Ft. 
Wadsworth Visitor Center.  And if you 
have the desire to get outside and get 
moving check out monthly beach clean-
ups for some productive exercise. If you 
have kids on winter break there is a 

great series of programs ranging from 
bird watching, an art contest, bike safety 
to story time at Mont Sec House. Check 
the Staten Island listings for these and 
other programs. 
     And if you are in New Jersey and 
want some things to do at holiday time 
Sandy Hook is offering a walk in the 
Holly Forest, December 9, and a 1943 
Christmas at History House on December 
15 and 16, including a visit from Santa 
Claus, carols and refreshments.  For those 
wishing a bracing outdoor experience 
there are three walks for the observation 
of seals and waterfowl, for which you 
should dress warmly. See Sandy Hook 
guide for these and more.  
     Brooklyn and Queens folks--polish up 
the cross country skis, dust off your 
snowshoes, and get ready for the first 
snow events.  When the snowflakes do 

fly, you can do cross country skiing at 
Floyd Bennett Field and snowshoe at 
JBWR. Wreath making using invasive 
species gathered on a hike is offered on 
December 16, wear old clothes and dress 
warmly. Many other outdoor hikes are 
offered including bird watching, and 
nature walks.   Check out the winter 
break programs for kids offered in Febru-
ary.  See Jamaica Bay listings for these 
and more.  
And if you really want to start the New 
Year out with a bracing hike, both Sandy 
Hook and Jamaica Bay are offering their 
usual New Year’s Day outing.   
But of course you can come visit on your 
own, especially if you just want to take a 
walk in the park.  Happy Holidays, Hap-
py New Year, have a safe and joyous 
holiday season.  C. Markis 



Fort Wadsworth  
Visitor Center Hours: 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 12-4 PM 
 
Bird Walk 
Great Kills Park- Parking Lot A  
(near playground) 
Sunday, December 2 
9 -11:00 AM 
Join us for a long but rewarding bird 
walk sponsored by the Friends of Blue 
Heron Pond Park. We will scan the bay 
for ducks, loons, grebes and gulls. Wear 
comfortable walking shoes and appro-
priate clothing; inclement weather will 
cancel the program. Call for reserva-
tions: 718-354-4655. ♥ 3 miles.  
 
Monthly Beach Clean-up 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, December 9 
10 - 11:30 AM 
While removing debris from the beach, 
we will record data and tally monthly 
local marine litter.  Learn about the 
sources of pollution and how we can 
make our shores cleaner. Dress appro-
priately and call for reservations so we 
can plan for the size of the group: 718-
354-4655.  
♥ 2 miles.  
 
History Walk and Fort Tour 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, December 9 
2:00 PM- 3:30 PM 
Join us for a 1.5-hour hike at Fort 
Wadsworth as we explore both the natu-
ral areas and the remnants of the former 
harbor defense system. Inclement 
weather will cancel the program. Reser-
vations required. Call 718-354-4655. ♥ 
2 miles.  
 
Create a Holiday Wreath 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Saturday, December 15                                                                                                                                                                         
1PM – 3PM 
Make a lovely wreath to take home for 
any time of year,  using pinecones, flow-
ers, and more as we share the spirit of 
the holidays.  All materials will be pro-
vided and all ages are invited.  Call 718-
351-6970 to reserve a spot or email Di-
ane_Wulff@nps.gov .  
 
 
“If Old Bones Could Talk”  
Meet an Archaeologist                             
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Saturday, December 29 
2PM – 3PM 
Have you ever watched “CSI” on TV 
and dreamed of being a forensic 

pathologist or an archeologist?  Come 
to Fort Wadsworth on Saturday, De-
cember 29, 2018 and learn from a real 
archeologist, what an archeologist 
does, using models and interactive ma-
terials.   The children will dig for finds 
in the sand and learn how the age of a 
specimen can be determined.   All ages 
are welcome.   Stay for a quick craft 
after the program.  
     Presenting this great program will 
be Dr. David Klingle.  He has present-
ed programs to children in the UK and 
here in the US.  He received his PhD in 
archaeology from Queens' College, 
University of Cambridge, and now 
teaches osteology at Cambridge.  Dr. 
Klingle has participated in "digs" 
around the world.  For information 
about this free program call 718-354-
4500 or email Diane_Wulff@nps.gov  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Picture Lotto                                                                                                                
Fort Wadsworth, Mont Sec House                                                                                               
112A Mont Sec Avenue                                                                                                            
Sunday, January 13                                                                                                                                                                       
2PM – 3PM  
Join us at historic Mont Sec house for 
Picture Lotto.  Did you know that this 
game was played by children 100 years 
ago?  The game was used to teach chil-
dren while having fun.   For infor-
mation call 718-354-4500 or email Di-
ane_Wulff@nps.gov.                                                                                                                                
 
History Walk and Fort Tour 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, January 13 
2 - 3:30 PM 
Join us for a 1.5-hour hike at Fort 
Wadsworth as we explore both the nat-
ural areas and the remnants of the for-
mer harbor defense system. Inclement 
weather will cancel the program. Res-
ervations required. Call 718 354-4655. 
♥ 2 miles. 
 
Monthly Beach Clean-up 
Great Kills Park Beach Center- Lot A 
Sunday, January 20 
10 - 11:30 AM 
While removing debris from the beach, 
we will record data and tally monthly 
local marine litter.  Learn about the 
sources of pollution and how we can 
make our shores cleaner. Dress appro-
priately and call for reservations so we 
can plan for the size of the group: 718 
354-4655. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
The ♥ symbol denotes an activity 

providing moderate cardio exercise. 

 

 
Design a Valentine Tee Shirt                                                                                                 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center                                                                                                
Saturday, February 10                                                                                                        
1PM – 3PM 
Join rangers for a fun day at Fort 
Wadsworth.   Design a tee shirt for 
your Valentine or for yourself.  No 
experience necessary.   Please bring 
a tee shirt.   Painting materials will 
be provided for free.  For infor-
mation call Earnestine at 718 351-
6970 or email Di-
ane_Wulff@nps.gov.  
 
History Walk and Fort Tour 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, January 20 
2 - 3:30 PM 
Join us for a 1.5-hour hike at Fort 
Wadsworth as we explore both the 
natural areas and the remnants of 
the former harbor defense system. 
Inclement weather will cancel the 
program. Reservations required. 
Call 718 354-4655. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Monthly Beach Clean-up 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, February 3 
10 - 11:30 AM 
While removing debris from the 
beach, we will record data and tally 
monthly local marine litter.  Learn 
about the sources of pollution and 
how we can make our shores clean-
er. Dress appropriately and call for 
reservations so we can plan for the 
size of the group: 718-354-4655.  
♥ 2 miles. 
 
History Walk and Fort Tour 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, February 3 
2 -3:30 PM 
Join us for a 1.5-hour hike at Fort 
Wadsworth as we explore both the 
natural areas and the remnants of 
the former harbor defense system. 
Inclement weather will cancel the 
program. Reservations required. 
Call 718 354-4655. ♥ 2 miles.  
 
Birds 101— 
School Break for Kid 
Great Kills Park (Main Parking Lot 
A, near Playground) 
Tuesday, February 19  
12PM -2 PM 
Join us for a walk and indoor work-
shop of identifying local winter 
birds. We will walk to the Great 
Kills Park Education Field Station 
after the hike. Reservations re-
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quired: 718 354-4655.  ♥ 2 miles. 
Winter Waterfowl Art Contest-- 
School Break for Kids 
Great Kills Park (Main Parking Lot 
A, near Playground) 
Wednesday, February 20  
noon-2 PM 
Join us for a walk and participate in 
an art competition. We will walk to 
the Great Kills Park Education Field 
Station after the hike. Reservations 
required: 718 354-4655. ♥ 2 miles. 
 
Bike Safety 101— 
School Break for Kids 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Thursday, February 21 
noon -1:30PM 
Learn how to enjoy safe cycling in 
our urban environment. The pro-
gram will be given by a trained in-
structor. Please register at 718 354-
4655. 

 
Winter Stories at Mont Sec 
House—for Kids                                                                                                                                                                  
Fort Wadsworth                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
112A Mont Sec Avenue                                                                                                                                           
Friday,  February 22                                                                                                                                                                       
10AM – 11:30AM 
Parents and young children are in-
vited to join a ranger in the Victori-
an parlour at historic Mont Sec 
House to listen to winter stories.  
Complete your visit by creating a 
creature from the story out of 
PlayDough to take home.   For in-
formation call 718-354-4500 or 
email Diane_Wulff@nps.gov 
 
History Walk and Fort Tour 
Fort Wadsworth Visitor Center 
Sunday, February 24 
2--3:30 PM 
Join us for a 1.5-hour hike at Fort 
Wadsworth as we explore both the 
natural areas and the remnants of 
the former harbor defense system. 
Inclement weather will cancel the 
program. Reservations required. 
Call 718 354-4655. ♥ 2 miles. 
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